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In the course of huyman civilization development, the emergence of cities had been an

important #and remarkable milestone. The cities coming up in different periods and different
regione must have carried on with all historical information and contained very
comprehensive connctation of  historical development leval of that seriod it belongs to
such as politics, economy, culture, military and art.
Traaswa of tha World Cultral Raslics
contradictions. Mankind nowdays are building up

The history is marching forward in

more and more modern metropollses, Those ancient cities representing the traditions and past

civilizariens are being engulfed by the rwaves of moedernization . Many have disappeared for

[ |

good and even the ruined sites are no longer in existence. We must admit that it is a pitiful

shame for the development of modern civilizatieon ., for what we had demclished are net only the structure
of old eities, but the historical withesses and our history were all destroyved and lost.Historically,
castle-like cikies , as the arcient city of Ping-vac surrounding by thick wall had been all over China,
. ' Thke cities are built to gLard Rings, and the wall is to protect residents for a stable and safe life,.
", such military defense criented constructicon psychology had been lasting for thousard years .
&rales and sizes of cities may be different from the capital cities, the municipal ¢ities and the county-
cities. bur the econstruction logic and methodology are basically the same.

The city walls nave eventually disappeared afrer having accemplished their historical missions with
ending of the wars of knives and arrows . The high-rise buildings forming meodern cities have quickly

taken places instead in last decades of the century, and it occcurred so fasc. Like those extinc: animals,

the ancient city structures having ever been built up in thousand years with national culture and
rradition disappeared sc rapidly . Even the old city walls have become rare today.

The ancient city of Ping-Yac has become cne of the high wvalue treasures of the worlc cultural
relics.

The ancient city of Pingvac has its boundary officially defined as 112°12' - 112°31' (East
Longitude), and 37°12' - 37°21' {(North Latitude) . Within 30 meters extending from the old city-wall it
ig def:ned as an abscolute protection area including another two old atructuras of Shuang-lin Temple and
Zhen-gus Temple. Total area of the aneient city of Pingyao is of 2.3% aguare kilometers, and the Shuang-
lin Temple of 15,609 cquare meters and the Zhen-guc Temple of 13,328 sguare meters respectively.

The ancient city of Pingyac as a best-preserved has become a model of the ancient county-level

cities of Ming & Qing (1368 - 1911 a.D.} in c¢hina. The city and its complete city wall system, roads
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and streets, szorses and shops, temples and civilian houses are still there in ocriginal styles and
locations., Many ancient structures and cultural relice have remained in and cutside { ine, suburb )} of
Pingyao are also well preserved forming part of the ancient <izy.

The ancient city of Pingyap and its value nave drawn more and more internacional attention. in
1986, the anclent city was officially approved by the Starte Council of the P.R. China as one of the
Naricnal Historical & Cultaral Zities. And in 1996, beirng propoged and nominated by Chiness Government,
the Pingvac applied from the United Nations Educaticnal, Scientific and Cultural Crganization (UNESCO)
that the ancient city of Pingyac be i1 the * List of the World Cultural Relics " which is the highest
verification and justificatien glchally to eultural relics and nistorical antigues .

In Dec. 1897, the Pingyao made its success in the conference of the wWorld Cultural Relics
committee of the UMESCO in Waples , ltaly. The ancient city of Fingyac has been formelly on the " Golden
List " . & The Liat of Wworld cultural Relics % . From then on, Pingyao has officially been regarded
as the global wealith teo have Leen strictly protected by the internatienal conventions.

Qutstanding Model of China's Ancient Cities

In China's xohy course of historical development, Shanxi had Leen éne of the mcst important
birthplaces and cradles for the great Chinese civilization . ¥Mr. Su Bing 0i. a famous Chinese historian
haz ever honored the southern Shanxi as the most important place of origin to have given birth to the
Chinese civilization, considering the region " having preserved tne calture and traditicn as early as
to 7000 years ago and as near as before 2000 years" & direct root of the principal roots system of
the chinese civilizations. The emergence of cities took plazce long rime ago in Shanxi when the Chinese
just had departed frem the preh:storic age. [C 1s sald that the earliest cities of China were in Shanxi
as proved by ' The city of Ping-Yang was governed by Enperor Yao, the city of Pu-Ban by Empercr Shun and
the ity of An-¥i by Emperor Yu
The ancient city of Pingyac , about 2700 yesrs ¢ld, was originally developed since -he years {827

_ 782 EBC) of rthe King of Xuan in Dynasty of Xi-zhou based or the defense-werks against invaders

since implemerting * the system of Prefectires end Countiea * in China in the year cf 221 BC , Pingyac
has always been the seat of County Governments . In China, citigs at County-level are the lowest
position officially and the ones below County-level should not ke called as city . The original city

of Ping- yao was smaller and was expanded to its present size by the year of 1370 {the 3rd year of
Hong-wu in Ming Dyrasty) remaiaing intact for about 600 years or mora.

The ciry-wall is 6,163 m long , 10 m wide at bottom ard 3-S5 montos, £-10 m high, aleng with six




