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Baolu Spring, known as "the first
spring under heaven,” was
mentioned in Chinese historical
records as early as 2,000 years ago.
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The Yellow River,
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linan, capital of Shandong Province on China's east coast, is the
province's palitical, economic and cultural center,

linan has jurisdiction over five districts (Lixia, Licheng, Huaiyin,
Tiangiao and Shizhong), four counties (Changging, Pingyin,
Shanghe and Jiyang) and Zhangqiu City, with a total area of 8,227
sq km and a population of 5.49 million, including 2,54 million
urban people.

Located in the western part of the center of Shandong Province,
Jinan is at the juncture of the Beijing-Shanghai and Qingdao-linan
railways. Nearby to the south is Mount Tai, officially recognized by
the United Nations as part of the world's natural and cultural
heritage. To the north is the Yellow River, which is called the
“cradle of the Chinese nation.”

With a warm-temperate continental monsaon climate and clear-
cut seasonal changes, |inan has an average annual temperature of
14 Cand an annual mean precipitation of 650-700 mm.

Thanks to its long history, Jinan has been designated by the
State Council as a famous historical and cultural city. As inan
boasts a number of natural springs amid picturesque scenery, it is
known as the " City of Springs.” The city tree af Jinan is the willow,
and the city flower is the lotus,

Since the initiation of the national policies of reform and
opening to the outside world in the late 1970s, Jinan has made
tremendous progress in economic construction and social
development. Economic and cultural cooperation and exchanges
with foreign countries are developing vigorously. Now Jinan is
among the 50 top cities in China in terms of comprehensive
economic strength” and one of the 40 cities in China with

excellent investment environments.”
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Plan of Districts in Jinan
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Jinan was one of the birthplaces of Chinese civilization. Cultural
relics representing the Xihe Culture (7,300-8,400 years ago),
especially pottery, have been discovered in the city. Chengzi Cliff
in the eastern suburbs has yielded traces of the Longshan Culture
af the late New Stane Age (4,000-4,600 years ago), marked by
distinctive black pottery. About 200,000 sq m of the remains of a
settlernent indicate that Jinan has a histary of over 4,000 years. The
legendary hero Shun was supposed to have been born and fived in
the area.

Jinan has a large number of cultural relics and historical sites,
such as the culwral relics of the Shun Culture, including Mount
Shungeng, the Shun Well, the Eying River and the Shun Temple;
the part of the great wall built by the State of Qi (in the third
century B.C.}), which was built before the famous Great Wall
constructed in the Qin Dynasty; the Stone Shrine at the Guo Family
Mausoleum (built during the Han Dynasty in the first century B.C.)
on Xiaotang Hill--the oldest surviving surface edifice in China; the
Four-Door -Pagoda at Livbu, dating from the Sui Dynasty (581-
618)--the oldest stone pagoda in China; and the colored arhat
sculptures of the Song Dynasty (360-1279) in the Lingyan Temple,
known as the “foremost sculptures in China.”

linan has produced many celebrities in Chinese history, such as
Bian Que, the founder of traditional Chinese medicine, Master Zou
Yan, the founder of the yin and yang five-element school (metal,
wood, water, fire and earth, used in traditional Chinese medicine
to explain various physiological and pathological phenomena),
Fang Xuanling and Qin Qiong, founders of the Tang Dynasty (618-
907), Li Qingzhao, Xin Qiji, Zhang Yanghao, Li Kaixian and other
noted Chinese writers, Zhou Yongnian, the founder of China's
public libraries, and Wei Xiang, a leading architect. In addition,
many outstanding writers and poets, such as Li Bai, Du Fu, Su Shi
and Zeng Gong, once lived in or visited Jinan. Hence it is also
called the “city of celebrities.”

While carrying forward the old cultural traditions, Jinan’s
maodern culture is developing vigorously, At present, there are 16
specialized art performance troupes and over 100 folk art
organizations, which perform luju and liuzi operas, acrobatics, quyi
(folk art forms including ballad singing, story telling, comic
dialogues, etc.), yangge drum dancing and other traditional
performances with strong local flavors. The public libraries house a
total of 5.155 million volumes. There are 13 publishing houses, 34
varieties of newspapers and magazines, and 13 radio and TV
stations. In recent years, Jinan‘s cultural exchanges with the outside
warld have made great progress. The city's acrobatic troupes and
other art ensembles have visited more than 30 countries and
regions, and foreign art troupes come here to give performances
every year. The item “kicking the wooden bench” executed by the
linan City Acrobatic Troupe won gold medals at the London 11th
World Acrobatic Championships and the Paris 10th Werld
"*Tomorrow" Acrobatic and Circus Festival,

Carrying out the strategy of “developing the city by relying on
science and education,” finan has fulfilled 1,328 scientific and
technological projects, including 224 state-level ones and 604
provincial-level ones, and 2,990 new products have been
developed in the past five years. At present, Jinan has more than



