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Preface

Human being has writlen an epic history in struggling
against the natural disasters in its evolution and development for
several thousand years. Although human being can not stop
occarrences of natural disasters at present, it is net nothing can
do anymore facing natural disasters. Since 1990, the Chinese
government has actively responded to the call of the 44th UN
General Assembly, launching IDNDR, taking a series of effective
measures, pushing on the cause of disaster reduction,
guaranteeing and advancing the stable development of Chinese
economic construction.

Yunnan is Jocated in a special geographical environment,
with strong structural movements, very complicated landforms
and various climate differences. Therefore, matural disasters in
Yunnan have characteristics of multi-kinds, great strength, wide
distribution, high frequency and serious losses. According to the
investigations of disasters in the period of 1949-1989, total
economic losses in Yunnan reaches as much as 40 hillion RMR,
averaging 1 billion RMB each year. Disasters had caused deaths
as many as 40,000, averaging about 1,000 each year. With the
rapid economic development in recent years, the economic losses
caused by natural disasters in Yunnan have an increasing
tendency, averaging to take 3.5% of totai GNP. Natural disaster
has seriously threatened the safety of Yunnan’s people life and
property, hecoming one of obstruction factars restricting
development of economy and society of Yunnan. Therefore,



disaster prevention and rveduction has brought to a great
attention from governments at all levels, a great number of
scientific and technological researchers and sacial cireles.

In order to effectively reduce losses from natural disasters, it
is important to deeply study disasters, understand disasters.
expiore occurrence patterns of natural disasters, summarize
experiences and lessons, search for the methods reducing losses.
Based on the 40 Year Investigation of Major Disasters in Yunnan,
drawing up of Plan for Disaster Reduction in Yunnan, and the
work of various disaster managing departments, a book of
Yunnan Natural Disaster and Reduction Study written by Wang
Jinglai and Yang Zihan will be published immediatety, In this
bhook, the authors have researched the disaster situation a1
present and future tendency in China and ali over the worid,
emphatically analvzed characieristics of oecurrence, development
and evolution of natural disasters in Yumnan, the impact to
Yunnan’s economy and society, as well as their correlation.
Countermeasures against disasters, social and economic benefits
gained from disaster reduction have been discussed in detail. In
the light of studying single natural disaster, a whole
comprehensive research is conducted under the guidance of
thinking of systematic science. With features of overall,
systematic and rich data, Yunnan Natoral Disaster and
Reduction Study is one of books published in China in which
scientific study related to synthetic disaster reduction is
expoanded in recent years. Due to ity strong times consciousness
and scientific thinking, some noted experts in China have made a

kighly appraisal of the work. So, 1 sincerely recommend to read



this book, hoping that it would be of benefit to the researcher .
managers, teachers and students in universities who are engaged
in natural disasters.

Finally, congratulations to the publication of Yunnan
Natural Disaster and Reduction Study. 1 wish that partners
involving in cause of disaster reduction cortinue to malke
progress hand in hand. Further strengthening scieniific study,
developing cocoperation and communication, making new
contributions to bring benefits to the future mankind

generations.

Yan Fengtong

Standing Deputy President

of Yunnan Provincial Disaster Prevention Association
Director-general of Seismological Burean

of Yunnan Province

May, 1997
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Introduction

In order te respond to the UN’s eall to launch TDNDR,
facing the situation of multi varieties, wide distributior, high
frequency and serious losses of natural disasters in Yunnan,
Wang Jinglai and Yang Zihan who work in Yunnaa Provincial
Disaster Prevention Association have written a book entitled
Yunnan Natural Disaster And Reduction Study, further explored
the necessity and possibility to realize disaster reduction in
Yunnan. The authors have analyzed the history, present situétion,
occurrence, development and cause of formation of major
natural disasters, as well as their impacts to economic
construction and social development of Yunnan; systematically
introduced the effurts to disaster reduction and from which the
benefits achieved. It plays no doubt a:n active role to Yunnan’s
disaster reduction. ‘

As known, Yunnan is one of the disaster-prone provinces in
China, the Provincial Party Committee and Government have
been paying atfention to the work of disaster prevemtion and
reduction. Combining with the actual professions, the related
departments and experts have done a lot of sﬁrvcy's to Yunnan’s
natural ﬂisastprs, achieved plentiful results, and promoted
nnderstaﬁdings to disaster prevention and reduction. Al the
contributions are happy tlfings. From the actual situation of
multi varicties- of disasters, howeﬁcr, fewer studies are involved in
comprehensive researches, such as synthetically analyzing and

comparing data of natural disasters from Yunnan, China and the



