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4% &3 (Ezra F. Vogel)
e REFFEAREALF S
(Fairbank Center for East Asian Research,

Harvard University)
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As one whose main responsibility is to help Westerners

understand the changes in Asia, I have tried to get West-




TS5+ EERSRE

erners to realize that there is a tremendous and vital intel-
lectual renaissance taking place in China. When I talk
with the students at a Chinese university or when I visit
the large bookstores in China’s cities, I am immediately
aware of the tremendous intellectual vitality that comes
from bright young Chinese studying what is going on a-
broad and thinking about what is useful for China. The
willingness of Deng Xiaoping to open China after the Cul-
tural Revolution, to allow tens of thousands of Chinese go
abroad, to scour the world to seek knowledge that might
be helpful to China has brought an extraordinary range of
new ideas. What part of Chinese tradition is useful and
appropriate for guiding China in its future? What foreign
ideas and practices are useful for China? At what pace
can new ideas be introduced into China and how can the
government coordinate developments so that there is or-
derly change and not chaos?

Just as in China there are many ideas about how to adapt
foreign practices to Chinese realities, so in the United
States there are many different ideas about how to respond
to China’s development. Some are afraid of the challenges
to the United States that will be created by the rise of Chi-

na. Some people responsible for US national security,
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like those responsible for any nation’s national security,
must consider how our country should respond if China’s
interests are different from US interests. Those of us who
teach at US universities expect that what Chinese students
learn at our university will help make China stronger. I
have never heard any American professor say we should
therefore not teach Chinese students. We want them to
learn whatever they can to help China develop, to grow e-
conomically, to resolve its domestic problems, and to
play an increasing role in resolving international prob-
lems. I believe that underneath our desire to help Chinese
students is a conviction that helping China resolve its
problems will be beneficial to all the countries of the
world.

Individual professors at Harvard’s Kennedy School have
their own individual views about all kinds of issues. But
the overall purpose of the Kennedy School is not to impart
a single way of belief. We do not teach any “ism.” We
do not believe that other countries can or should do things
exactly the same way we do. By the case method, we try
to raise problems, to help students think through all the
different kinds of issues that should be brought to bear to

resolve problems.
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Kennedy School has the good fortune to attract some of the
brightest young students concerned with the problem of
governing from many different countries. Much of the ed-
ucation comes not from the faculty or the reading assign-
ments, but from students from one country interacting
with students from another country as they consider how to
resolve problems of governance. What are the new chal-
lenges of globalization, of environmental changes, of gov-
ernability that each country must deal with? How do peo-
ple from different countries try to resolve these different
problems?

The students who come from China to Kennedy School
overwhelmingly expect to return to China and to help Chi-
na. They think about issues faced by foreign countries,
but they are all thinking about what ideas might be useful
for China. Most expect to return to China and hope to
play a role in making China a better place to live.

The Chinese students who wrote chapters for this volume
are all thinking about how China might solve its problems
in different fields. How can it balance the realities of
markets and Chinese society in such a way as to provide
good government? How can China while still a poor coun-

try provide good education, good medical care, and a




_/i;m

good education for all its citizens, including the poor
farmers in inner China? How can political reform be
paced with economic reform? What is the best way to at-
tack problems of corruption? How can the government
help those people who are caught in the necessary adjust-
ments that involve destruction of some of the old build-
ings, the old non-competitive companies, and old organi-
zations not adapted to the new global realities? What
things can be left to the market and what things can be
best done by the government? How can new technology
from the internet be best adapted?

At the Third Plenum in 1978 when Deng Xiaoping was
thinking of a phrase to present to the public, the first part
of the phrase he chose was “liberate our thinking. ” The
group of talented young Chinese who wrote chapters in
this volume have made every effort while at Harvard to
liberate their thinking. They do not in this book present
the final answers, but they hope to play a role by passing
on to a broader Chinese audience some of the ideas they
have developed during their stay at Harvard. They there-
by hope to help more Chinese achieve the goal that Deng

Xiaoping set out in 1978, “liberate our thinking. ”
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This book represents Kennedy School students at their fi-
nest. Students from nearly every degree program the
School offers have written on a variety of topics. They
have translated their training into scholarship and policies
that can help address significant public issues. Their ef-
forts embody the Kennedy School’s mission to advance the

public interest through scholarship and leadership. I am
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very proud of the work they have accomplished and hope

that their contributions will enhance public policy discus-
sions in China.

David T. Ellwood,

Dean

Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University
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