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Biaotizn Fong, He graduated from Peking
University and got his Ph. D. in Sociology there
in 1990. He became a professor of sociology in
1993 and was awarded the“Government Special
Allowance” by the State Department in the
same year. He is a member of the Instructive
Committee in Sociology Education of National
Ministry of Education, the council member of
the Chinese Sociological Association, and now
he is a professor and advisor of Ph. D. students
in Sociology Department of Nanjing University.
Till now he has published more than 90 articles
on the journal such as Chinese Social Science
and Sociological Studies, and some other books,
including Methods of Social Research(2001),
Survey Research Methods (1996), Only chil-
dren: Their Family, Education and Future
(1992) and Questionnaire Design in Survey Re-
search (1990) . His main fields of interest are
Chinese only children , family, population and

education.
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preface

Xiaotian Feng

In the late 1970s, China, the country with the largest pop-
ulation in the world, initiated two events of historical signifi-
cance: opening to the outside world, controlling the popula-
tion. A quarter of the century has witnessed great changes in
China: rapid economic development and the decrease of birth
rate. The new generation, especially the only child who grows
up in this scenario has increasingly become the concemn of the
whole society. People find “this generation is different from our
childhood”; they even worry “will this new generation be capa-
ble to assume responsibility of the country and society”.

How to understand this new generation? A reasonable way
is to understand them in the specific social, historical settings.
This new generation who was born in the late 1970s has unique
experience different from any other previous generations in
China. Since the past twenty years, are the period undergoing
fundamental social change: China’s economy developed the
most rapidly and successfully; China’ s social structure under-
went radical transition; China’s science and technology advanced
quickly; and Chinese people has been experiencing multiculture
and become more liberal minded than ever. Such macro social

settings, ubiquitous in everybody’ s life, constitute the back-




ground and premise for us to understand and analyze the social-
ization process and outcome of this new generation. Only by
way of considering all phenomena concerning can we fully
understand how they become a unique generation, which is the
same case for us to understand how china becomes today’s
China.

First, they grew up with the modernization of China. Born
into world they began to enjoy the rich fruit of modemn civi-
lization. Different from“watch, bicycle and sewing machine”
age, their age is first characterized with “television, refrigerator
and washing machine”, and then quickly advanced into a new
age characterized by “telephone, computer and internet”. The
rapid development of science and technology makes the new
generation have easier access to the latest science and tech-
nology than their parents. Some researchers are thus, to a
certain degree, edified to study the phenomenon of reverse so-
cialization between those parents and children. Parents could
only afford a watch after they became adults, yet the new gen-
eration can get one before elmentary school; when telephone
just got popularized in urban Chinese families, the new gener-
ation has formed the habit of chatting with classmates by phone;
video games which are strange to parents can be played so
skillfully by this new generation; the new generation can even

excel their parents in computer. When parents still try to read




children’ s diary in computer, they have already used emails and
QQ to communicate.

Then they grew up accompanying radical change of social
values. Social values in Chinese society have long been one
facet and integrate but the new generation experienced the in-
creasingly multifaceted social values in the past quarter of this
century . “Today’s world is colorful”. What displays before this
generation is a world so broad, multifarious and intricate. With
different standards, different patterns and different voices.
people ' s values on talents, happiness, career, marriage and
family become varied. The social environment that influences an
individual’ s socialization, has changed obviously. The change
will naturally imprint deeply on this new generation in the
process they are growing.

Last but not the least , this new generation are witnessing
great changes in society: social structure transformation, in-
creased social mobility, more evident social stratification, so-
cial system reform, and more social problems. They live in such
a disadvantageous environment for socialization that their par-
ents had never experienced. No other generation is like them
who are brought up without siblings as their company and whose
family lives are confined in adults’ world; no other generation is
like them, a high percentage of whom live in broken families,

facing incomplete and abnormal family life from childhood. In




accordance with the restoration of national entrance examination
system and the emphasis on knowledge, talents, science and
credentials in the whole society, they live under the great
pressure of recruitment rate, scores and rank in elementary
school and high school. Their school life is thus closely asso-
ciated with key primary school, key high school, gift class,
exams, publicizing scores, attending next exam and arranged
seats in classroom according to scores. With parents’ high ex-
pectation, they struggle day in and day out desperately in the
severe educational competition, which has already fallen out of
its right trajectory. After graduation they have to face fierce la-
bor market competition which is worsen by the laid-off em-
ployees and economic failure of state owned enterprises.

In sum, we cannot judge, require or comment this new
generation with outdated criteria. Nor can we predict their future
with our own experience. Because they are experiencing dif-
ferent socialization process from ours and it is the specific so-

ciety and history that fostered a new generation of citizens.
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