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EDITORS’ NOTE

1. This textbook is intended for overseas students who are
preparing themselves to study Chinese language and literature,
history, philosophy or other subjects in colleges or universities.
It can also be used by other overseas students to learn classical
Chinese.

2. More than 50 passages are selected from ancient Chinese
masterpieces in the textbook. They are vivid in content, high
in artistry and varied in theme. These works generally reflect
the classical Chinese genre. This concise textbook systematically
introduces a lot about classical Chinese using a variety of exer-
cises and explaining common words used in classical Chinese.
They aim to give the student wide knowledge of common words,
expressions and grammar in classical Chinese, enlarge the stu-
dent’s education in language, literature, history, philosophy
and other subjects and further the student’s understanding of
ancient Chinese culture. It will help lay the foundation for
study of classical Chinese and reading of ancient documents.

3. The course book consists of 17 lessons. Each lesson
includes three parts: a Text, some Reading Passages and a sec-
tion called About Classical Chinese.

The Text in Original Complex Characters can meet the student’s
special needs and interests. The Brief Introduction to each Text



. gives background information. Word Study is in both modern
Chinese and English. Notes are difficult sentences emphasizing
and explaining difficult points in grammar and form words.
Moreover, exercises are designed in connection with important
points in teaching. The Text, through intensive reading, detailed
lecturing and practice, helps the student master the common
words and special grammar. The second part includes word
study and exercises, in which the questions raised .can lead the
student to better understanding of the reading. The student
is required to work through these himself with the aid of word
study. The words explained in the Reading Passages are only to
help the student understand the text, and do not need to be mas-
tered. The words are relatively many and repeatedly appear
in different lessons.

The third part offers brief introduction or data; the exercises are
designed in connection with them, and the answers can be found
out from the data. \
Reading, from intensive to extensive, aims to train in
many ways the student’s ability and skills in reading classical
Chinese. ..

4, The phenomenon, extended uses in parts of speech,
is comparatively striking in classical Chinese; the parts of speech
of words explained are defined mainly with reference to their
grammatical functions.

5. Sources of example sentences and practice materials
used in this course book are generally not indicated; the transla-
tion is either literal or liberal, and the complements to the omis-
sion are not marked specially, either,



6. The appendix, Chinese characters in Simplified and
Complex Forms, can serve as the selftaught material for the stu-
dent in his learning Chinese complex characters..

We are grateful to Mr. Li Gengxin for his precious suggestions
proposed during the compling and revising of this textbook.
The Compilers
May 1991
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