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{Post-WWII Chinese Studies in the United States)

Abstract

Chinese studies as an academic discipline in the United States started in the post-WWII years
in the 1950s and 1960s, developed in the 1970s, boomed and flourished in the 1980s and 1990s.
The present study traces the trajectory of American scholarship on East Asia, China in particular,
maps out the context of U. S. - China relations and mutual intellectual perceptions over the four
decades. The final objective of this study is to give a comprehensive and substantial situational re-
port on the academic resources of East Asian studies in the United States as they have evolved over
the past four decades and an evaluation of various phases of this development in its major fields.

As a significant contribution to an understanding of U. S. - Asian relations in general, U.
S. ~China relations in particular since the Second World War, this study of academic institution-
alization of Chinese studies in the U. S. attempts to answer some crucial specific questions such
as: How far have academic images of China and East Asian countries been influenced by official
views in Washington and vice verse? What influence did scholars such as John King Fairbank have
on this process? To what extent has institutionalization of China studies in the American public
schools and universities been influenced by U. S. governmental policies? Did the academic enter-
prise launched by U. S. scholars serve to dampen cold war animosities or promote them? What
kind of knowledge about China has America needed? Has China scholarship functioned as an im-
pediment to imperialism or a subtle expression of it? Scholars’ career reflects forces and emotions
that arise in the lives of most Westemers whohave faced the hazards of making sense of develop-
ments in East Asia and interpreting them to an audience at home.

Research on Academic history of China studies in the United States have received insufficient
research in this country, particularly with respect to research on Post-WWII period. International
studies in general, and American studies in particular, have remained unbalanced without & sub-
stantial knowledge of the academic history of Western and American perception of China. This
book includes a substantial study of major scholars, texts, and policy analysis and history of aca-
demic institutions. The research will contribute, [ hope, to American studies programs now

flourishing in this country and a rich research source for scholars and students.
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