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REFACE

The Life Painting Scroll of Engraved
Gold & Interlaced Color

Li Wei Min is a photographer full of thinking. After reading his photographic collection ---- 'Walking near Europe',it will induce the boundless thought from the bottom of your heart.

From the debris of Rome, a corner of Pisa, the ferry bridge across the river center of Venice, St. Marco Plaza to Vatican, and the windmill village at the vicinity of Amsterdam, the
Olympic sports village of Munich, to a small town on the frontier of Austria which containing typical ing together with the combination of partial archi 1 color-block possessing
modern consciousness expressed by simple lines and shadows finally stand on the glittering and splendid Louvre Palace and candle lighted and lamp silhouetted Notre Dame. This series of
photographic works have not only the exquisite feeling of style, paying emphasis on the treatment of shadow, color and composition with heavy and powerful keynote and strong abstract
meaning, also combine the primitive simplicity and modernity in one. It seems to me that the author conceals the feeling of historical vicissitude in the very excited surprise.

From these works, I listen attentively to two kinds of voices. First is the so-called overtone : the splendid culture created by Europe cond the intelli of wise life here,
displays boundless beautiful landscape and future. But looking back, the steps of walking are very hard: In order to seek the existence, the ancestor of mankind came from the tree to stand
on the high mountain, then stepped in the plateau and seashore, delimited the mankind paddling and struggling in the windy, snowy and muddy climate in breaking continuously the

unknows territory from the ground, sea and many paths of small fossil lanes on the ancient road, created jointly the spectacular cultural treasure.

Though attacked and eroded by earthquake, tsunami, big fire and strong wind through thousand years, but still not destroyed them thoroughly, this was the bright side of makind. However,
after a short time, owing to the mankind has experienced countless war, massacre in his negative promptness, the most destructive force brought to the civilization of mankind is just the
creator ---- mankind bimself, is'nt it worthwhile for us to meditate and wake up.

I hear clearly another voice from these excellent works:the creator hurries up to Louvre Palace in the very early splendid dim light of dawn, finishes perfectly the creative intention by
the shadow of purple and flying rays of evening sunlight shrouded with a little bit mysterious feeling to cause the abstraction of the color and accurate photographic language ---- the
ancientry and modernity combine and grow in a brand-new creative idea.

After Louvre Palace was constructed in an embryonic form of citadel by the King of France, Philip Oerguster at the beginning of 1200 AC, through several years, at last Napolean the
Third added to construct the Lishelier Wing-room up to the present. It experinced a ‘Pyramid Big War' which affected the whole France. Bei Yu Ming----the modernistic architectural master
enjoying world reputation ---- after thoroughly remoulding himself several times creates the great miracle bining and growing the ancientry and vanguard in one in the operation of
superb craftsmanship excelling nature.

In somebody's understanding, tradition is tradition, vanguard is vanguard, but it's entirely different. And the Europeans do not like this, they always persist to treat the cultural legacy
according to two principles:'Arrange the old as the old', 'Arrange the old as the new:' the former is absolutely not to be injured in the sinews or bones and to keep the original appearance and
spirit during the process of repairing the historical site, the latter is to plaster the ancient site into a new appearance under the former principle. Generally speaking, people used to treat the
creation of their own predecessors with the most thorough concernment and tenderness. No matter where you go, such as Notre Dame and Versailles Palace in Paris, Rome, Venice, Florence,
Salzeberg, their gigantic and artistic charm just come from the conj ion and ion of the absol ientry and ab guard. This is just like our Great Wall, Han Palace,

Qin Grave, Clay Figures of Warriors and Horses, Purple Golden city, not only ancient, but also young. The book, ' Walking Near Europe' of Li Wei Min strongly shakes the most sensitive
nerve on our bodies with exquisite skill, true feeling and far philosophical thought. It shines with engraved gold and interlaced color, full of wisdom, glitters the splendidness of artistic life.

Wang Zhen Min
) July 31, 2000 Beijing
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