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Chapter One

Previewing and Predicting

Chapter Objectives
This chapter will help you
* Realize the importance of looking over a text before reading it.

* Learn the two steps of previewing: survey and connect/ clarify.

Historically, reading systems have been based on the premise that
what you do before and after you read is as important as the actual act of
reading a text. Many researchers who study reading recommend that
readers take a few minutes to look over a text before reading it.

Previewing involves the act of skimming and scanning the text,
looking at the title, introduction, illustrations, picture captions,
headings, subheadings, maps and summary, etc., very quickly.

There are two steps of previewing: survey and connect /clarify.

Survey: Prereading a text is to determine what content will be
presented as well as to gain an overall idea of the author’ s organization of
ideas within the text, sufficient for the reader to make some predictions
about the information he may find in it.

In order to determine an overall impression of the text level of
difficulty, use the following questions to evaluate the factors based on
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both text and readers.

Questions about texts: How friendly is my reading text?
How difficult is the language in my reading
text?
Questions about readers: How interesting is my reading text?
What is my prior knowledge of the material
covered in my reading text?

Connect/clarify

The second step is to connect/clarify

After familiarizing yourself with the content and organization of the
text, your task is to connect what you will be reading about to what you
already know about the topics being discussed in the text. This is an
important step in learning new information. Determining whether your
prior knowledge is high, average, or low will help you to decide on your
rate of reading.

The effective reader is one who acquires pre — reading information
and set expectations (or making predictions) about the text that he can
compare to what he reads in text. In effect, prediction makes connection

between prior knowledge and the new information coming in.

Next you sre required to clarify what is expected after reading the
text. This will help determine your purpose for your reading. Although
mostly unconscious when employing the strategy of identifying task and
setting purpose, proficient readers set their own purpose for reading — be
it discover, learn or to merely enjoy the text. They then make decisions

. 2 .



about their reading strategies based on their purposes. Reading to leam or
study for a test demands closer attention to detail and text organization
while reading a newspaper article or a storybook for pleasure allows the

reader to race through the materials for main ideas.

Generally speaking, previewing takes only a few minutes, but it is
time well spent. Schumm (1997:37) puts it, " When you get down to
reading a text, it is possible that you are on something else. A preview
helps you make the transition to the topic at hand. It helps activate your
thinking about the topic in terms of what you already know and what you
need to learn. Most important, a preview can help you get a sense of the
structure of the reading text and can promote understanding. In short, a

preview can help you become a more effective and efficient reader" .

Look at, for example, the title " from the competence to the
commitment ". Competence means ability. Commitment means hard
work and loyalty to one organization and an activity. Using the title, we
can make the predictions about the information we may find in the text:
e.g. the competence people should possess, the commitment people
should fulfill, the relationship between competence and commitment, the
weight of each, the overwhelming part of the commitment.

Exercise

Directions: Read the following text titles and take a guess of your
existing knowledge of the topic and pose a specific
question that you would try to answer while reading the

text.



Example:
The title of a text: How to be a successful language leamer?

Prior knowledge: 1. high 2. average _x 3. low

The specific question: List and describe the strategies used by successful
language learners.

1. Taxes, Taxes, and more Taxes
Prior knowledge: 1. high 2. average ___ 3. low

The specific questions:

2. The Atlantic Ocean
Prior knowledge: 1. high ___ 2. average ___3. low

The specific questions:

3. Improving Your Memory
Prior knowledge: 1. high ___ 2. average ___ 3. low

The specific questions:

4. Fallacies about Food



Prior knowledge: 1. high 2. average ___ 3.

low

The specific questions:

. Diamonds

Prior knowledge: 1. high ___ 2. average ___ 3.

low

The specific questions:

. Families

Prior knowledge: 1. high 2. average ___ 3.

low

The specific questions:

. Telecommunication via Satellite

Prior knowledge: 1. high 2. average 3.

The specific questions:

. Leamned words and popular words

Prior knowledge: 1. high 2. average 3.

The specific questions:

. Scientific attitudes

Prior knowledge: 1. high 2. average ___ 3.
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