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PREFACE

BEGINNING CHINESE is a primer intend-
ed for foreign students who have learned more
than 500 Chinese words. This textbook consists
of 25 lessons. For every lesson, there are four
parts, i. e. text, new words, notes (explanation
of words and grammar points), and exercises.

This primer is so designed that it has a sub-
stantial content, variegated themes and yet is
concise and practical. Among the texts, there
are fables, anecdotes, poems of the Tang Dy-
nasty and different types of stories. There are
essays introducing the different national customs
and conditions in Cjhina and also works of con-
temporary writers, most of which are short in
length, with lively and interesting themes, and

the language is plain and easy. Therefore, the
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students are exposed to the knowledge of Chinese
history, culture and customs, while learning the
vivid language in the text. And pains have been .
taken to make the notes clear and brief. Expla-
nations of grammar points have been focused on
the peculiarityv of Chinese and the common diffi-
culty of foreign learners in their study. Varied
exercises have been designed with emphasis upon
the integrated drill of the four skills of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing.

The instructor should not in the least feel
obliged to follow regidly the order of the lesson-
s, but should make the choice appropriate to his
own class. N

Taking the student's actual level of Chinese
into consideration, we cannot but make the nec-
essary adaptation of some articles selected from
books and magazines without the authors' per-

mission, for which we want to express our sin-
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cere apology.

Since 1984 this primer has been used as a
- textbook for foreign students in China, and has
been revised and impooved on the basis of teach-
ing practice, and was warmly received by these
students and their insturctors as well. The au-
thors are Yin Runxiang, Wei Jidong and Dong
Ming. Comrade Li Xiulan participated in some
of the compilation work. In December, 1986
this primer was listed as one of the textbooks
recommended by the Researcxh Group on Text-
books of the TCFL (Teaching Chinese as a For-
eign Language) Institute of the Chinese Society
of Higher Learning, and later approved by the
State TCFL lading group as a standard textbook
for TCFL courses.

This primer has a Chinese-English version
and a Chinese-Japanese version. The English is

rendered by Professor LIN Yongfu.



Comments and suggestions are heartily wel-

come and will be deeply appreciated.

The Authours
June, 1990
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nasty, reigning 976 —995
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2. k ’% 'fil’ L% Taipingydlin  The Taiping Imperial Encyclopae-
dia
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1. ik Idiom

FRTE R — o B R AR ) B R — ANA SR L LB Y
RERE WA FHRE, M FFHBF R LUK “BABIL”,
“ERHREE.

An idiom is a set phrase usually used as a single whole in the sen-
tence. Most Chinese idioms are made up of four words,such as FF 3%
% reading is rewarding, A& 3+ W K looking at the world through the
mouth of a well, B2y F 11 the foolish old man removed the mountain,
H YT 2 draw a snake and add feet to it.

2. FFEEFLH Reading is rewarding

FATIT & 3B B AT BE 158828 . 70 “Frs %
BRRBEEBHETAL.

F¥ means ‘open” , 3 here refers to ‘book’ ,hence FF %% ‘opening a
book ” implies reading, 3 means ‘good’ , ‘advantage’,so FF % # 3%
means literally “It will bring you good in opening a book,”or rather,
reading is rewarding.

L. KEHE The Taiping Imperial Encyclopaedia(TIE)

(KFREDERXREHMREARER, RASHEareS
ARBE MECKFEE), FHRKZHAEE, X8 (TR
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Y KPR YD) — 35, R TR NE ZF (AT 977 8, BT A
&, 2H T8 KUNEFL+HF.

The Taiping Imperial Encyclopaedia (TIE) is a huge reference book
with categorized information. It was compiled by Li Fan and others on

the order of Emperor Songtaizong,having first as its title“Taiping Zhon-

glei” Taiping General Category—— and later entitled“TIE”, as it
was read daily by the emperor. Here ff§l refers to the emperor, hence
‘yulan’ means ‘royal perusal’. The work was started in the second year
of the Taiping Xingguo (977AD) and completed in the eighth year
(983). This huge encyclopaedia consists of 1000 volumes in all,,about 4
» 7 million words.

4. By The Parts of Speech of Chinese

DGERYA A o LA BIRMNAE . LHARFLENALE
SCRERMTE S A F A4 BIRIR A S EMFLE L BHEER
SGERAEASERMMERE, HRREFHIER.

DB A 4 A 3R 2 A A 308 R R R i
R 1A B iR R LA

In Chinese, words can be divided into two main groups; function
words and form words. Function words have intrinsic semantic meaning
and can be used as sentence members, while form words have no seman-
tic meaning except their grammatical sense,i. e. to show the relation-
ships between function words or to express the mood of a sentence.

Chinese function words are nouns, verbs, adjectives, pronouns, nu-
merals , measure words,and adverbs. And the form words include prepo-
sitions , particles, conjunctions and interjections.

— 4 —



()& NOUN

BRRBRARNEYEHFYIA. Fm. 5. KE RE.

BREFRRIAL . BA A VREABLZZRHRYNTHL
W7 (EZ) . Flm RAR KFER. AR LRRERE.

HAMBEARETUMARMRRBHE M KENT”.
“N1789 & A RTE AR IR A, AR A KEN.

23] SRR 77 1R OB B[R &b BT 6 381 L 3R] B )R A Ak
Bridl. #im. £EJF, 4R B4E, S8 L.

A noun is a word used to name a person or thing,e. g. book , minis-~
ter ,idiom.

A noun which names a person,a book,a place or an organisation is
called a proper noun,e. g. Songtaizong, Taiping Yulan, Beijing, Beijing
Normal University.

The suffix“{[]”is added to nouns,naming a person,to show plurali-
ty,e. 8. K B2 /] ministers. Nouns with the suffix “ﬁ'] ” should not be
preceded by measure words,so saying “7NAJCEE{]” is unacceptable.

Nouns showing direction and position, time and place are called
bearings words, time words andd place words respectively, e. g. above,
below ,today ,next year,China,Beijing.

()i VERB

HARZRE AT FE RREML. CEESE S,
ERE BN EK.

BiATA—FRIEE. TR A 2 KB BT, 0 E3h
W (B 3D . Bl 'L AR

AP - RESAERA G EGEI GRS, 6
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Wk & ERTEE.

A verb is a word that expresses motion, action, existence , develop-
ment and change, and psychological behavior, e. g. read, be, have, be-
come, like.

The verb that expresses desire, possibility or capability is called an
Optative verb(or helping verb) ,e. g.  (want to)and A A (may),
fiE (be able to).

The verb that shows the direction of the action is called a Direction-
al verb,e.g. 3 come, & go, | 3 come up, T3 go down.

(R ADIECTIVE

KB RFZRASFEYWHER RS B 4 . 2 RE

‘ An adjective is a word used to indicate the characteristics or state of
a person or thing,e. g. #f good, & many, R fast, FXE pretty, Z1;8
i@ bright red.
(4)f{iF  PRONOUN
KA REZE N EREARE, A =2,
A NFRARE B IR R AT
B. /R AU X AR X B XA
C. gEm A 4 BEa B 2D
A pronoun is a word served as a substitute or demonstrative
and is subdivided into three classes;
(A)Personal Pronoun;I,you,he, we, we (including both the
speaker and the person or persons spoken to)

(B)Demonstrative Pronoun ; this, that ,here ,such
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