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Abstract

The issue of contemporary crisis of identity as a whole is now
one of the key theoretical and practical themes in contemporary
society. Thus, the exploration on the contemporary crisis of iden-
tity in the vision of the theory of human beings should have its
own academic and practical value. The book is trying to examine
contemporary identity all — sidedly and creatively, while paying a
very close attention to the crisis of identity, from the points of
philosophy and Marxism theory of human beings.

The author, as one of the prerequisite in discussing the issue
of contemporary crisis of identity, defines the contemporary iden-
tity as follows in “Introduction”: identity, the confirmation .of
one’ s self —identification which has been shaped in modern soci-
ety and has been working around the self and presented itself
around the axes of differences such as sex, age, class, ethics and
nations. Each axis of differences has its own dimension of power,
and people usually gain their own social difference of the self by
means of the tehsion of the different powers, so that they can dis-

cern the self — identification.
Chapter One “ the Puzzles of ‘Who Am I’ : the Contempo-
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rary Crisis of Identity and Its Representations” attempts to ex-
plain and define the meanings of contemporary crisis of identity in
the field of the theory of human beings. Logically, the author
claims that the crisis of identity is the loss of the identity. The au-
thor in this chapter summarizes the various forms of the crisis of i-
dentity such as the loss of the individual language, the loss of the
sense of orientation and the improper location of oneself, the loss
of the creativity, the increase of the anxiety, the loss of the cores
of values, the loss of the heroism, the collapse of the frameworks
of morality and the doubts on the legitimacy of the master ideolo-
gy. The author is also discussing the particular representations of
crisis of identity and the special social, historical, political, eco-
nomic and cultural reasons leading to those crises in this chapter.

Chapter Two “The Malaise of Modernity: the Contemporary
Crisis of Identity and Contemporary Society” is discussing the cri-
sis of identity to the background of contemporary éociety. It
claims that the recognition on modernity is playing a leading role
in the crisis of identity, while the technology of information and
its application, the wave of globalization, the consuming culture
may also play the key roles in causing the crisis. The author
claims that it is one of the most important topics for the scholars
in the field of philosophy and theory of human beings who claim
that their mission is to study the real world to much more atten-
tion on this subject. ,

Chapter Three “the Self Under Various Visions: The Recon-
struction of the Methodology” is considering the contemporary is-
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sue of identity methodologically. The author points out that it
should be one of the emergent topics for the scholars in the fields
of social scibences to treat those crises after they have been trig-
gered. The author makes a survey on some influential methods
that have been vex.'y popular in western philosophy such as the sci-
entism, behaviorism, historicism, déconstructivism, social psy-
chology and phenomenology. The authors claims in the chapter
that there: must have a methodological breakthrough after he
makes a through survey on those methods and attitudes mentioned
above and he believes it is the Marxist theory of human beings
that should have the capacity in undertaking such a great chal-
lenge. The chapter then outlines the characteristics of the pro-
posed Marxism theory of human beings,

Chapter Four “ Reason and Life: the Idea and the Ways to
Reshaping Contemporary Identity” claims that we should take ac-
count of the constituents, the structures and the relationships of
the concepts of identity while seeking the rational ideas of identi-
ty. The rational ideas of identity must be shaped in the interac-
tions between the “self” and the “otherness”, which represents
the rational and irrational, the individual and the collective aspects
of the identity, relatively. With regard to the cultivation of the
rational ideas of identity, the author outlines the ways as follows:
realizing the rational ideas of identity as the core in building the
modern community; widening the scope of social communication
in which we can sharp the rational ideas; Culturally posing a con-

sciousness of crisis and strengthen the national cultural identity;
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strengthening the good institutions that can function properly in

dealing with the crisis of identity.
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