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Section [ Listening Comprehension (20 points)

Directions:

Part A

Directions:

This section is designed to test your ability to understand spoken English.
You will hear a selection of recorded materials and you must answer the
questions that accompany them. There are three parts in this section, Part
A, Part B and Part C. Remember, while you are doing the test , you should
first put down your answers in your test booklet. At the end of the listening
comprehension section , you will have 5 minutes to transfer all your answers
from your test booklet to ANSWER SHEET 1. Now look at Part A in your
test booklet.

You will hear a short passage about The curse of the fearful Sars. Listen
to it and fill out the table with the information you've heard for Questions
1—5. Some of the information has been given to you in the table. Write
only 1 word or number in each numbered box. You will hear the recording

twice. You now have 25 seconds to read the table below. (5 points)

Information about the curse of the fearful Sars

The current outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome (Sars), which

has no known for victims afflicted by it.
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Continued

Information about the curse of the fearful Sars

How does this much dreaded illness impinge on the psyche of

Singaporeans and how do they cope with it?

It is, I believe, fair to say that it has both the nobler and weaker

sides of the Singaporean character.

Our nurses, who always wear their uniforms in public with pride, had to

endure taunts and stares. Some even avoided them like plagues.

Fortunately, these unthinking Singaporeans were the . Nonetheless,

their attitudes have brought shame to the nation.

Part B

Directions: You will hear a short passage about Multiple languages serve us well. For
questions 6 — 10, complete the sentences and answer the questions while you
listen. Use not more than 3 words for each answer. You will hear the

recording twice. You now have 25 seconds to read the sentences and the

> questions below. (5 points)
* 4 Besides, Singapore is at the crossroads where East meets West and enjoys
the benefit of the of multiple cultures.
Two incidents that took place recently appeared equally ironical

upon closer scrutiny.

In the second case, in response to , an expatriate executive of

Borders told staff to stick to English at work.

In the interest of the nation, we have made English the official and

common language to help and connect us with the world.

But if speaking Mandarin makes some people feel more at home or

comfortable, do we have to English?

Part C

Directions: You will hear three pieces of recorded material. Before listening to each one, you
will have time to read the questions related to it. While listening , answer each
question by choosing A, B, Cor D. A fter listening , you will have time to check

your answers. You will hear each piece once only. (10 points)

Questions 11—13 are based on the following. You now have 15 seconds to read questions
11—13.
11. What is typical of non-readers according to early research?

A. They are interested in other kinds of reading.
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B. They are active in voluntary services.

C. They tend to be low in education and in income.

D. They live in isolated areas.

12. What are the finds of recent surveys?

A. The reasons why people don’t read newspapers are more complicated than
assumed.

B. There are more uneducated people among the wealthy than originally expected.

C. The number of newspaper readers is steadily increasing.

D. There are more nonreaders among young people nowadays.

13. What are editors and publishers doing to attract the non-readers?

A. Lowering the prices of their newspapers.

B. Shortening their news stories.

C. Adding variety to their newspaper content.

D. Including more advertisements in their newspapers.

You now have 30 seconds to check your answers to Questions 11—13.

Questions 14—16 are based on the following. You now have 15 seconds to read questions
14—16. <
14, What is the purpose of the scientists in studying tree rings? "
A. To examine the chemical elements in the Ice Age. .
B. To look into the pattern of solar wind activity.
C. To analyze the composition of different trees.
D. To find out the origin of carbon-14 on Earth.
15. What affects the amount of carbon-14 on earth ?
A. The lifecycle of trees.
B. The number of trees.
C. The intensity of solar burning,
D. The quality of air.
16. What do we learn from the passage about the solar wind activity ¢
A. Tt affects the growth of trees,
B. It has been increasing since the Ice Age.
C. It is determined by the chemicals in the air.
D. It follows a certain cycle.

You now have 30 seconds to check your answers to Questions 14— 16.

Questions 17—20 are based on the following. You now have 20 seconds to read questions
17-—20.

17. What does the nest built by tailor bird look like ?

A. Basket. B. Cup. C. An egg. D. An oven.
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18. Why is there a hole in the weaver bird’s nest ?

A. To let in the sunshine.

B. To serve as its door.

C. To keep the nest cool.

D. For the bird to lay eggs.

19. What is the oven bird’s nest made of ?

A. Branches. B. Grasses. C. Mud. D. Straw,
20. What might surprise us about birds’ nests according to the speaker?
A. Some are built underground.

B. Some can be eaten.

C. Most are sewed with grasses.

D. Most are dried by the sun.

You now have 40 seconds to check your answers to Questions 17—20.

You now have 5 minutes to transfer all your answers from your test booklet to ANSWER

SHEET.

That is the end of listening comprehension.

Section | Vocabulary and Structure (10 points)

Directions: There are 20 incomplete sentences in this section. For each sentence there are
four choices marked A, B, C, and D. Choose the ONE answer that best
completes the sentence. Then blacken the corresponding letter on the

ANSWER SHEET 1 with a pencil.

21. He’s only got one shirt because all the rest __ being washed.

A. is to be B. is C. will be D. are

22. __ it left to me to decide, I would never hesitate to choose the former.
A If B. Were C. Had D. Should
23. He __ with Smith at least four times in the past three years.

A. has been seen to meet B. was seen to meet

C. had been seen meeting D. is seen meeting

24. _ that some guests were coming, they got the rooms réady.

A. Having told B. To tell

C. Having been told D. Telling

25. No one can understand _ a decision until it is too late to do so.
A. him to postpone to make B. him to postpone making

C. his postponing to make D. his postponing making

26. Such _____ the case, there are no grounds to justify your complaints.
A. is B. being C. was D. would be
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27. Nowhere else in China more beautiful scenery than in Kunming.

A. you can find B. you have found

C. can you find D. have you found

28. He is an hour late. He by fog. Of course, that’s only a possibility.

A. may have been delayed B. should have been delayed

C. can have been delayed D. must have been delayed

29. She is pleased with what you have given him and you have told him.

A. that B. which C. all what D. all that

30. It is because she is too inexperienced she does not know how to deal
with the situation.

A. so B. that C. so that D. which

31. “Do you want to see my ID card or my driver’s license?”

“ will do. ”

A. Every B. Each C. Either D. Both

32. Their profits have grown rapidly in recent years, and this upward is
expected to continue.

A. action B. increase C. tendency D. movement

33. My brother likes eating very much but he isn’t very about the food he eats.

A. special B. peculiar C. unusual D. particular

34. Dinner will be ready » but we still have time for a drink.

A. presently B. currently C. lately D. finally

35. Scholars maintain that social development can easily language changes.

A. bring up B. bring about  C. bring out D. bring forward

36. Let’ s not over such a trifle!

A. fall out B. fall through C. fall to D. fall behind

37. The question of salary increase will at the next general meeting.

A. come off B. come up C. come to D. come through

38. He was a brilliant musician as a boy, but he never his early promise.

A. completed B. performed C. concluded D. fulfilled

39. The gloves were really too small, and it was only by them that managed
to get them on.

A. stretching B. spreading C. extending D. squeezing

40. We accept anybody regardless nationality.

A. to B. for C. of D. in

Section [T Cloze (5 points)

Directions: For each numbered blank in the Sfollowing passage, there are four choices

marked A, B, C, and D. Choose the best one and mark your answer on the

ANSWER SHEET 1.
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argue continue draw gently power
prove show smoothly tearing tight
use walk what whichever within

The North Wind and the Sun were having an (41)one day over which of them was
the more(42). They realized that their talk wouldn’t (43)anything, so they decided upon
a contest. (44) could get the jacket off a man (45) up the road would be the victor,

The North Wind tried first and blew a blast of cold air. The man ’s jacket was
blown open with the gust of wind, but he grasped it with his hands and drew it (46)
around him. Once again the North Wind sent a cold blast to the man, and once again the
man bent forward into the wind and (47) his jacket tighter around him. This continued
for quite some time the North Wind (48) at the jacket with extreme madness. But with
every icy blast the man grew more determined to grasp his jacket.

Finally, the North Wind submitted to the Sun. The Sun shone (49) on the man.
After a few moments the man smoothly moved his coat and put it over his shoulder, and
then continued happily on his way.

The next time the urge to violence comes over you, remember the frustration of the

North Wind. Try (50 ) the Sun ’s method, a little human warmth.
* Section I Reading Comprehension (40 points)

Part A

Directions: There are 4 passages in this part. FEach passage is followed by some
questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices
marked A, B, C, and D. You should decide on the best choice and blacken
the corresponding letter on the ANSWER SHEET 1 with a pencil.

Questions 51—54 are based on the following passage:

Specialization can be seen as a response to the problem of an increasing
accumulation of scientific knowledge. By splitting up the subject matter into smaller
units, one man could continue to handle the information and use it as the basis for
further research. But specialization was only one of a series of related developments in
science affecting the process of communication. Another was the growing
professionalisation of scientific activity.

No clear-cut distinction can be drawn between professionals and amateurs in
science: exceptions can be found to any rule. Nevertheless, the word “amateur” does
carry a connotation that the person concerned is not fully integrated into the scientific
community and, in particular, may not fully share its values. The growth of
specialization in the nineteenth century, with its consequent requirement of a longer,

more complex training, implied greater problems for amateur participation in science.
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The trend was naturally most obvious in those areas of science based especially on a
mathematical or laboratory training, and can be illustrated in terms of the development
of geology in the United Kingdom.

A comparison of British geological publications over the last century and a half
reveals not simply an increasing emphasis on the primacy of research, but also a
changing definition of what constitutes an acceptable research paper. Thus, in the
nineteenth century, local geological studies represented worthwhile research in their
own right; but, in the twentieth century, local studies have increasingly become
acceptable to professionals only if they incorporate, and reflect on, the wider geological
picture. Amateurs, on the other hand, have continued to pursue local studies in the old
way. The overall result has been to make entrance to professional geological journals
harder for amateurs, a result that has been reinforced by the widespread introduction of
refereeing, first by national journals in the nineteenth century and then by several local
geological journals in the twentieth century. As a logical consequence of this
development, separate journals have now appeared aimed mainly towards either
professional or amateur readership. A rather similar process of differentiation has led to
professional geologists coming together nationally within one or two specific societies,
whereas the amateurs have tended either to remain in local societies or to come together
nationally in a different way.

Although the process of professionalisation and specialization was already well
under way in British geology during the nineteenth century, its full consequences were
thus delayed until the twentieth century. In science generally, however, the nineteenth
century must be reckoned as the crucial period for this change in the structure of science.

51. The growth of specialization in the 19th century might be more clearly seen in
sciences such as .

A. sociology and chemistry

B. physics and psychology

C. sociology and psychology

D. physics and chemistry

52. We can infer from the passage that

A. there is little distinction between specialization and professionalisation

B. amateurs can compete with professionals in some areas of science

C. professionals tend to welcome amateurs into the scientific community

D. amateurs have national academic societies but no local ones

53. The author writes of the development of geology to demonstrate .

A. the process of specialization and professionalisation

B. the hardship of amateurs in scientific study



