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PREFACE

he changes of century have

always been decisive moments

in the historical development of
humanity. In one way or another, in the
last decade of each century many of the
transformations that have been
“brewing” throughout the century, are
carried out. In fact, this fact can be
identified, or by disciplines, or by great
interventions that, furthermore, involve

the joint work of diverse professionals.

Like in many specialties, in architec-
ture, this situation is also reflected. In
this way, we find that great architects
take it upon themselves to “close” a

period with emblematic projects that,
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not only identify their work, but rather,
also the fact of closing a period. Thus,
many of these proposals are backed up
by large scale plans which are
sponsored by the country itself. Under
these conditions, an interaction
between architecture and the
development of the cities is established:
on the one hand, countries back their
projects by means of “personal author”
architecture, and on the other hand, the
architects have become more and more
international all the time as they project
representative works in distinct places
of the world. With all of these implicit or
explicit intentions, many of the most

important projects in the world have
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been built, backed up by great

architectural offices.

In this book a revision is proposed of
the architecture of the last decade of
the twentieth century, by means of the
most well-known professionals and
some of their emblematic works.
Although in many cases the projects
chosen are of a great scale, some of
minor scale have been introduced due
to the fact that they have become
significant within t3he trajectory of a
specific author. All of this allows us to
offer a double reading of a theme: the
first allows us to present the projects of ,

the last decade in order to show the

world architectural panorama, and the
second, to present some of the most
significant works of an architect so as to
offer a first vision of his professional
development. The book is organized
alphabetically by authors, which permits

an immediate vision of his works.

With this selection and by means of
architects with projects throughout the
world, —ranging from authors so
different such as Tado Ando or Michael
Graves, to such significant architects
such as Norman Foster—, the attempt
has been made to offer a global vision
of the “constructed facts” in the last

decade of the twentieth century.
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