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ABSTRACT

T'u nationality (£ ¥ ), as a lineal descendent of ancient Hsien-pei
(#% %) nationality, separated from Hsien-pei and took shape by
reorganizations in Wei and Chin and Southem-Northern Dynasties in
which Hsien-pei was going through the process of disruption, organization
and migration .

At the turn of the fourth century, Tu iribes firstly split from Mu-rung
(# %) tribe, then merged some Hsien-pei and Wu-huan (Z548H) tribes
in Liao-dung (iLZR), Yin Mountains (BALLi), Lung-yu (BE#) while
migrating from Liao-dung to Ch’ing-hai (% #), where T’u-yii-hu (Ht:
A %), an nomadic kingdom of feudalism was officially founded. Later,
the tribes of Ch’i-fu (Z4R), Tufa (X% ), Ch’ing-hai of Hsien-pei
and T’ie-fo Hsiun-nu (8k 35 & f1) were also annexed. T’u nationality
finished its reorganization and formed a stable ethnic group. With the
development of his power, Tu nationality dominated a vast extent of
territory from T’ao River valley (Jk7K J#i%) to the southem Tarim Basin
(BEEAREM).

In the middle of seventh century, the strong T’u-yii-hu kingdom
went into decline and was destroyed during the fight between T’ang (J§
) and Tibet (M3 ). During the following three or four hundreds
years, its people moved outside in a large scale, scattering in a range of
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area from the Tarim Basin in the west to the Sung-Liao plain (#4311
JR) in the east. In northern Tai (fRJt), Yin mountains, Shuo-fang
(¥i#), Lung-yu (BEA ), Westemn of Yellow River and right of Lung
mountain (), the old haunt of Ch’ing-hai, Tu became successively
influential in locality. While T'u-hu (¥ ) who entered into the inland
of China began to settle down and went in for cultivation and animal
husbandry, tribal organization and preferences broke off once more, and
T’u nationality gradually resembled Han (i) in nature. As a result, his
name T°u-hu was simplified as T’u nation or T’u people.

Till the eleventh century, T’u nationality in Shuo-fang established
Tangut (¥§ K ) kingdom centering on Li (ZE[K) in Hsia-chou (E M)
by merging Ch’iang (32) and Hu (¥ ) of Tang-hsiang (3% ) of Ting-
nan Army (GEXEZE). The tribes of T’u nationality in many other places
such as Ling-chou (RM ), Kan and Liang (H%{), Yan and Sui (%
2%), Fung prefecture (FE M), the northem Yellow River ([ #}),
northern Tai, the valley of Yellow River and Huang River (7/i8), and
Lin and Fu (M3f), were also annexed successively. Therefore, Tangut
developed as a region where T'u nationality lived in compact
communities. The historical documents says, “Ch’iang and Hu in Tangut
submitted themselves to a rule (of Liao Dynasty) and paid tribute,”
“Ch’iang and Hu lived together.” Tangut adopted a combined system of
“Tu-hu’s ritual and Ch’iang’s writing.” But in some aspects they still
followed the old customs of former T'u-hu, for example, having men’s
head shaved, wearing with short sleeves, snapping the arrow in two with
meaning of swear. Tangut govemned the affairs of T'u and Ch’iang
respectively. T’u people followed Chinese ritual and culture, considering
them as “state learning” while Ch’iang still used Ch’iang writing and Fan

leaming ().



ABSTRACT 5

Till the thirteenth century, T’u nationality in Yin mountains was the
first to submit to Mongol empire, called themselves as “ Ch’ia-han
(white) Mongol (5% ).” When the troops of Mongol expanded
southwards, T’u nationality in Tangut resisted them bravely but finally
was destroyed. The old haunt of Tangut, offered to the Mongolian
princes, was initially under the administration of Tangut province (7§ &
74 ), later, was revised as Ning-hsia Road (72X ), which only
governed Hsin-ch’ingfu (P$KH¥), Ling Chou, Ming-sha Chou (¥
), Li-ying Chou (¥R M) and Hsi-ning Chou (BT M) where T'u
people lived in compact communities. Before and after Tangut was wiped
out, T’'u people’s mm.ring out in succession led to a great extent of
population decline. In the process of Mongol’s unity of China, T'u
nationality soldiers fought bravely, their good conducts such as honesty,
uprightness, faithfulness and creditability, eamned themselves higher
political position.

During Yuan (JG) and Ming (BH), T'u people in Ning-hsia
migrated northwards to Mongol, or moved southward to the boundary of
Ming. Therefore, T°u nationality in Ming, scattering all over the border
of Shaan-his (B ¥4 ), gained much attention because of his very
important position of national defense. Ming granted the leaders the title
of T’u-si (1 A]), set up Wei and Suo () in locality, formed a
system which integrated military administration with national autonomy.
Through Ming, T’u nationality played an important role in many aspects
such as fighting, defending and offering amnesty to the rebels. Since the
middle of Ming, T’u nationality society undertook a great change. The
war consumption and the ecological environment change accelerated the
process of his agricultural development and resemblance to Han. Until the
end of Ming and the beginning of Ch’ing (i) Dynasty, not only the Tu
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people who scattered resembled Han, so did but also those who inhabited
densely in Ling-chou of Shan-hsi, Ping-Liang (Z-3%), Ch’ing-yang (FK
FH), Kung-Ch’ang (T B ), Liang-chou (J{#) and so on. The
remaining T"u survived only in the Yellow River and Huang River valley,
T’ao and Min Rivers valley (Jk#R ) .

After Ch’ing united the state, the national defense position and role
changed, but through Ch’ing Dynasty, as the active military force in the
Northwest of China, T’u still played a role in the following aspects, for
instance, to put down the revolt and maintain local order. The religious
leaders contributed to connect and enhance the relationship between the
center government and the areas of Mongol and Tibet.

From the latter period of Ch’ing, T’u nationality declined sharply.
T’u people spreading over a vast extending regions of Yellow River and
Huang River valley, T’ao and Min Rivers were reduced to several “isolate
islands,” with only a population of one hundred and ten or twenty
thousand. Nonetheless, entering into the Republic of China, a
transitional period from old to new, T’u nationality went downhill again.
In 1931, the system of T’u-si was abolished, which declared the downfall
of the former social systems and further assimilation. Up to 1940s’, there
were only forty or fifty thousand T’u people left. With the foundation of
People’s Republic of China, T’u got the national rejuvenation. Now the
population of Tu has reached two hundred thousand .
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