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SerRIES FOREWORD

There are three fundamental considerations for any language educator: What to
teach, when to teach it, and how to teach it. “What to teach” is related to teaching
materials, without which teaching cannot be focused. “When to teach it” addresses
the issues of curriculum and syllabus, without which teaching will not be efficient.
“How to teach” addresses teaching methodology, without which teaching cannot
be effective. Among these three considerations, teaching materials are by far the
most essential, indispensable for language teachers and learners. The selection of
materials is largely dependent on the projected teaching objectives. Among the
various materials in teaching English as a Foreign Language (EFL) on the market,
we have chosen the NorthStar series for its comprehensive overage of topics, inte-

grative skills training, and authentic presentation of materials.

In order to maximize the potential of imported textbooks to benefit Chinese students
of English, Chinese culture and language, learner styles and strategies, and a sensi-
tivity to students’ prior exposure to English all need to be taken into consideration.
This has been consistently agreed upon by curriculum developers, syllabus designers,
materials writers, as well as English language teachers in China. At the English
Language Center (ELC) in Shantou University, we have used the NorthStar text-
book series for our English courses for a number of years, focusing on training
students’ communicative competence and critical thinking. While we applaud the
merits in the textbook series, we have found ourselves busy searching for additional
materials, interactive tasks, bilingual annotations, and cultural/intercultural notes to
accompany the text and to facilitate the learning process in the Chinese context. As
the NorthStar series was not originally designed for Chinese students of English per
se, there is a need to substantiate more culturally appropriate and pedagogically-
tailored materials as a complement to the existing textbooks. As such, the faculty at
the ELC has produced this NorthStar Student Companion Book series as counter-
parts to the textbooks.



There are five student companion books in the series, parallel to the textbooks, with
each book covering both strands of reading and writing, and listening and speaking
at each of the five levels (Introductory, Basic, Intermediate, High Intermediate, and
Advanced). Every unit in each student companion book in this series is comprised
of eight sections as follows:

A Brief Introduction to the Unit

In this section, students are given unit overview, which provides a brief explanation
of the theme, imparts some relevant learning information, and states the objectives
of the unit.

New Words

This section helps to clarify the meanings and usage of selected words and expres-
sions from the unit in context, adding International Phonetic Alphabets (IPA) and
providing examples with a Chinese translation. In addition, words and expressions
are all selected and marked in accordance with the “Reference Word List of College
English Curriculum Requirements” issued by the Ministry of Education in China. “ %
and “ A “correspond to “intermediate requirements” and “higher requirements,”
respectively, as stated in the Word List. Words and expressions marked with « 4
indicate that they are beyond the scope of the Word List. Selected words and expres-
sions without any symbol match to “basic requirements” stated in the Word List.

Language Points in the Unit

The focus of this section is to clarify the meanings of words and phrases that are
linguistically and/or culturally challenging (e.g., expressions and idioms). They pose
potential difficulties for Chinese students previewing the text; therefore, succinct
explanations of the language points are provided in both English and Chinese.

Additional Information and Explanations

This section mainly focuses on providing further information (e.g., historical,
chronological, biographical, cultural, and thematic) and explanations related to the
target culture, while at the same time enhancing the students’ critical thinking.

Recommended Websites for Further Information
This section is intended to provide additional information and resources for students
who are eager to learn more about the subject matter and issues presented in the

textbook. A few websites related to the theme of each unit are recommended, along
with some guidance on the scope and the effective utilization of those websites.

I\



Supplementary Reading Materials with Tasks

This section is designed to expose Chinese students to different perspectives on the
same theme, through individual work or group activities, in the hope that students
will broaden their outlook and consider contrasting opinions. With sensitivity to the
Chinese and Asian context, the additional readings and materials are easier for the
Chinese students to relate to.

Suggested Activities and Tasks

To facilitate self-study and group work, the various activities and tasks in this sec-
tion are designed to provide more opportunities for students to develop their linguis-
tic and cultural competences. In particular, we have provided some additional writ-
ing assignments that are more creative and imaginative—even playful—in nature.

Self-Checklist

This section enables students to monitor their own progress and comprehension of
the content in terms of cultural background, vocabulary, grammar, and writing
style. After completing each unit, students will be able to assess how well they have
learned the materials and what skills they need to focus on to further their learning.

About 35 ELC teachers at Shantou University participated in the creation of the
NorthStar Student Companion Books. We would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of our contributors, in various roles, for their involvement in the construc-
tion of this Student Companion Book series. In particular, we would like to thank
our book editors for their leadership throughout the process. Thanks also go to Ma
Lan and Susan Spencer for providing a sample unit that served as a model for the
development of the series. We are grateful to the editors at Tsinghua University
Press, especially Ms. Cai Xinyi, for her conscientiousness in ensuring that we de-
liver the highest quality possible.

We hope that the publishing of this NorthStar Student Companion Book series will
greatly facilitate our students by making their learning more efficient, effective, and
enjoyable. We encourage our students to take advantage of this series for lesson
preparation and unit review. It is our intention that this series will play an instru-

mental role in developing students’ critical thinking and communicative competence
in English.

Jun Liu, Series Chief Editor
Liangrong Xiao, Series Deputy Chief Editor

\'
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A Brief Introduction to the Unit

Unit 1 focuses on the reporting of news in various print and electronic media, especially
on sensational tabloid journalism and how it affects people’s lives. Through the reading
and listening selections, unit 1 presents a discussion of the current practices, ethical
considerations, rights and responsibilities of journalists based on contemporary real life
media situations. In addition, the material investigates the power of the media, for both

good and bad, and how this power is used to influence individuals and society.

New Words

abuse / 8'bju:s / n. improper use or handling; misuse 7~.E# 94 F KL 22, A

drug abuse % F) % o
o affiliate / a'filieit / n. a person, an organization, or an establishment associated

with another as a subordinate, subsidiary, or member & 7, % X AULH
network affiliates P %%, i

anchor / 'eenka / n. the person who reads the news and introduces reports on TV
AT B EZHA
She is the anchor for the six o’clock news. ¥.Z “#t 18 6 £4F” 49 B £

FA.
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2 anguish / '2engwif / n. a gonizing physical or mental phin; torment Bl%; HUE A%
be in anguish HJE M E :

‘xanonymous / 8'nonimas / adj. having an unknown or unacknowledged name & % #; £. 4
M REE ALY
an anonymous letter B %15

a celebrity / si'lebriti / n. a famous person & A, 4.8 A+

4 columnist / 'kolemnist / n. writer of a column in a publication such as a newspaper 3& | %
RAEES st — AR e

correspondent / kori'spondant / n. a person who reports news from a distant place &% ;
R W
a correspondent for the Times (BT X R H)) #hid4

¢+ dramatize / 'dreemataiz / v. to present or view in a dramatic or melodramatic way & #; 4%
X AL
The novel is currently being dramatized for TV, iX 3 /)~ B 37 AR 2 % A & ALA8) .

due / dju: / adj. anticipated; looked for #% 7 ¢4
a long due promotion 878 €, A #44& #

+ embarrassment / im'beeroesmant / n. the act or an instance of embarrassing H £ ¢4 554k &, ¥4

to ease one’s embarrassment % B EA B EF

hero / 'hiarau / n. a person noted for special achievement in a particular field A&t A4h; B
B RATIR A oA E S A
the heroes of medicine B F R At 9 A4

+ hitchhiker / 'hitfhaike / n. a person who travels by getting free rides from passing vehicles
BARE AT H

* hound / haund / v. to keep following someone and asking them questions in an annoying or
threatening way i£18; (7B 4b) 44,

He was hounded by reporters. 4.5 2|37 #1048 6536 3%,

4 humiliation / hju:mill'eif @n / n. a humiliating condition or circumstance £ £ A
Being forced to resign was a great humiliation for the minister. #% 184} 323t AR K
HEAE KBS,

ignore / ig'na:(r) / v. to refuse to pay attention to; disregard &A%
“ Ignore the child if he misbehaves, and he’ll soon stop.” “J~3E IR, 5] 3 B4, Roik
RFLLH T L.
o instant coverage immediate news report A& #4547 3R i8
intense / in'tens / adj. so great or strong that can be heard or felt clearly & #144; A& Al
ke
That is intense but orderly work. 82 &K f A 4 5 84 4%,
¢ journalism / 'd3a:nalizem / n. the collecting, writing, editing, and presentation of news or

news articles in newspapers and magazines and in radio and television broadcasts #7 )
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b, #E I
journalist / 'd3a:nalist / n. one whose occupation is journalism #f ) T4k #
sports journalist 5 iTH
justify / 'd3astifai / v. to demonstrate or prove to be just, right, or valid #EXIERR -+ iE
4. EHIAK '
justified each budgetary expense as necessary iEW&— R K A #4204
anger that is justified by the circumstances ¥ ZiE80 A E 432 b 444

» legitimate / li'd3itimit / adj. being in compliance with the law; lawful 2~k &9, 8§ B8k 449,
JE B84
a legitimate claim £ % #) %K

* orientation / ,o(:)rien'teif an / n. a tendency of thought; a general inclination #6); #4%)
sexual orientation MR E)

perspective / pa'spektiv / n. subjective evaluation of relative significance; a point of view %L
A, Ak
the perspective of the displaced homemaker # ¥ B #) & R W&,

x privacy / ‘praivesi / n. a state of being free from unsanctioned intrusion & #A
a person’s right to privacy ™A 8F64%

« profile / 'praufail / n. degree of exposure to public notice; visibility A&, %4&; #LE
kept a low profile until the controversy had abated ¥ &5 A& A 5| S bUA Y

« senator / 'senata / n. a member of a senate or law-making body A% i
He was a US Senator in 1858. 1858 -4t % i 3 £ B A B R .

+ sensational / sen'seif anal / adj. arousing or intended to arouse strong curiosity, interest, or
reaction, especially by exaggerated or lurid details 2 A7 8 69, )& XY
sensational journalistic reportage of the scandal ¥t .18 &) % APF ) 69 38 )38

» speculation / ,spekju'leif an / n. reasoning based on inconclusive evidence; conjecture or
supposition £ ®; i£3¥; &

Your speculations were all quite close to the truth. 1R M .2 FHBEEE,

+ spouse / spauz / n. a marriage partner; a husband or wife f./%; X X £F

o sue / sjui;su: / v. to institute legal proceedings; bring suit 4% 4

+ tabloid / 'teebloid / n. a newspaper that has small pages, a lot of photographs, and stories
mainly about sex, famous people etc. rather than serious news ( VA & Zh P88 A4 & 49,
LHREZH) bR
tabloid journalism XAt (845 ) B4

o trash / tree[ / n. worthless or offensive literary or artistic material 3% 64 3 ¥,45 %

sveteran / 'vetaran / n. someone who has a lot of experience in something especially in war %
F; BRFEFHA; EE

« visibility / vizi'biliti / n. the capability of being easily observed 3] A% B
an executive with high visibility  1& X8 3| /¢4 6. 4232
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Reading 2 Focus on Bomb Suspect Brings

a besiege / bi'si:d3 / v. to harass as with requests 24 42
Reporters besieged the winner for interviews. 2. 112 484% 35 it & # 4T %35 .
+ bombard / 'bomba:d / v. to flood with information 1% & % #f K A% 3, i A
We were bombarded with news about the earthquake. # % o Bt 7K E.4% & £ Ho oy &
charge / tfa:d3 /v. to state officially that someone may be guilty of a crime $545; 454
He was charged with stealing a car. {eA% 48354 7T —484.% |
civil / 'sivl / adj. relating to the rights of private individuals and legal proceedings concerning
these rights as distinguished from criminal, military, or international regulations or pro-
ceedings KR F#), K.kt
civil case &, F £+
convict / kan'vikt / v. to find or prove (someone) guilty of an offense or crime, especially by
the verdict of a court & %+ %
The jury convicted the defendant of manslaughter. [&% B ¥ & ik A Jeh 2 AR,
+ coordinator / kau'o:dineita / n. someone who organizes the way people work in an activity
WRAS BB R
We’ ve appointed a coordinator who will oversee the whole project. A CIE T —4z 4
FEANTRZGWRA.
deputy / 'depjuti / n. a person appointed or empowered to act for another fX3ZA., X%
You can talk with my deputy during my absence. % A8, 1h+T 5 K ORIEA,
* despise / dis'paiz / v. to regard as unworthy of one’s interest or concern B, 2
despised any thought of their own safety 3% 8 4 4 /& B % j& 4
+ deathbed / 'deBbed / n. the last hours before death & 40T %], SLAT 89 BB — R Bt ie)
on one’s deathbed % 4% 5,
executive / ig'zekjutiv / n. a person or group having administrative or managerial authority in
an organization 34474
explode / iks'plaud / v. to release mechanical, chemical, or nuclear energy by the sudden
production of gases in a confined space Xk
The bomb exploded. XF3$1BYE T .
incident / 'insidant / n. an occurrence or event that interrupts normal procedure or precipitates
acrisis RZF14, &
an international incident [ it B4
innocent / 'inasnt / adj. not guilty of a specific crime or offense; legally blameless & % ¢4;
ERELEARY
innocent of all charges *T Fi A #8545 %, % % 44
insurance / in'[uarans / n. the act, business, or system of insuring fRI&4TH . LXK &%
o lawsuit / 'lo:su:t ; lo:sju:t / n. an action or a suit brought before a court, as to recover a right
or redress a grievance i, Ak ik B 4975 I R E )
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numerous / 'Nju:maras / adj. amounting to a large number; many ¥ % 49, AH# AKX % 49
Those birds have become more numerous lately. 32, ARFY EAR KA S A K.
aordeal / 2:'di:l ; -'di:al / n. a difficult or painful experience, especially one that severely tests
character or endurance % &, KX R 69K 5
the ordeal of being shipwrecked i& % Xk &) J& % 2
» plea / pli: / v. an earnest request; an appeal &K ; »f°F
spoke out in a plea for greater tolerance .4 % B K £ X #9577
photographer / fo'tografe / n. someone who takes photographs, especially as a profession
or as an artist &% )7, EHFK
e recount / ri'’kaunt / v. to narrate the facts or particulars of an event ¥ n42it
+ sadden / 'seedn / v. to make or become sad 1# & 4%, 1245
She was saddened by her son’s ingratitude. )L-F %75 B i X A% T ety s,
» scrutiny / 'skru:tini / n. close observation; surveillance 1F4m ¢4 44 &
His theory wouldn't bear scrutiny. #3214 ALK .
asob /sob /v. to weep aloud with convulsive gasping; cry uncontrollably *4°E, ;%
The child sobbed loudly. XA F & FIEKXRA K,
*suppress / S8'pras / v. to inhibit the expression of (an impulse, for example); check 47%; F& %
suppress a smile AL % %
suspect / sas'pekt / v. to surmise to be true or probable; imagine #8; 8 £
He seems poor, but I suspect that he has quite a lot of money. #o.& £ X4k %, T2 &K
FEAOARA 4K,
n. one who is suspected, especially of having committed a crime 4k £810, #IREE 49 A
The police have taken the suspect to the police station. % 5Z4eiX A4k ERACIE D) T H 55

alternative / 9:I'te:nativ / n. the choice between two mutually exclusive possibilities # & i£ —
We have no alternative but to go on. IR 7 44 T & KAV A £ B4 H,
* gossip / 'gosip / n. rumor or talk of a personal, sensational, or intimate nature % Z %5, i%
You shouldn’t listen to gossip. 4% R L iZ 91z A& #%4E.

nn\»

aggressive / 9'gresiv / adj. inclined to behave in a hostile fashion 2J0#9; sk g
an aggressive foreign policy 12 %M 49 91 K R
a innovative / 'inauveitiv / adj. marked by or given to innovations £# 44, 4]# ¢4
* subscribe / seb'skraib / v. to pay money to an organization in order to receive a publication
T
She subscribes to several women’s magazines. #iT 8 T JUkrda 4 2« & .
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stuff / staf / n. specific talk or actions & %
Don’t give me that stuff about being tired. =23+ %%, 8 T 2 £ 44+%.
o victimize / 'viktimaiz / v. to make a victim of 4& -+ -+ &% 4 4B 4% 5

Language Points in the Unit

‘Reading 1 - Peeping Tom Journalism

1. Police find his car parked about halfway to the lake. ( Paragraph 2, Line 2 )
The police were looking for the minister who did not return from a fishing trip to a lake. During
the search, the police find his car stopped and empty along the road to the lake at approximately
the midpoint between the minister’s home and the lake.

ERENEALHRK O F 15 LR L0ty F54 ;.

2. You’re the reporter and your story is due. ( Paragraph 2, Line 6 )
This statement is asking the reader to imagine that he or she is the reporter and to think about
how the facts of the story should be reported. The word “due” implies that time is short and
that the reporter may have to make some quick Jjudgments without adequate investigation.

R0 FTAT BARAL R HATRIIE.

3. In the old days, reporters knew politicians (including presidents ) who slept around,
movie stars who were gay, and public figures who used drugs or abused alcohol. They
Just kept it to themselves. ( Paragraph 5, Lines 1-3 )

“The old days” refers to past times that are believed to have been quite different in outlook than
modern times. In those times reporters were aware of famous people who were promiscuous,
homosexual, drug users or alcoholics but the reporters often did not expose these behaviors in
the media. The implication is that these sorts of things were private and that the reporters had
more respect for privacy in those days.

o, RAWELXLEHE (Q4EE%) BREE, LRPYLIAMS, TA LN RA
BAABiB. TRITHNRA 5 K.

4. When a famous person dies, does the public have a right to all the details? ( Paragraph
6, Lines 5-6 )
Reporters often state that the reason they publish all kinds of private information is that the
public (people of the country) has a “right to know” and that the reporter is fulfilling some sort
of a duty to the public by providing all the intimate details of a situation. This philosophy has
even been used as a defense in court cases. In this case the reader is being asked to consider
the positive and negative results of this kind of reporting.



