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EDITOR’S NOTE

She Huo is a type of variety show,
performed at the public gatherings for
ritual or greeting the gods in festivals.
It remains the ancient conventions of
She Huo show in the Spring Festival in
the rural areas of Baoji, Fengxiang,
Fufeng and Qishan in Shanxi. The per-
formers are all men and women from
the rural areas. They paint their faces,
put on ancient clothes and line up on
horses in procession. The different pat-
terns of the facial make-up or masks
are called lianpu (patterns of facial make-
up in operas). She Huo painted masks
in Shanxi are the oldest ones in our
country.

The contents of She Huo Painted
Masks (lianpu) are principally the fa-
mous figures in the Chinese ancient
mythology, folk legends and history.
Imbued with characteristics of the folk
art and of the locality, thée artistic forms



of the Painted Masks (lianpu) are sym-
bolic of the status and character of all
kinds of gods, fairies and historical
figures by means of transfiguration and
exaggeration.

Here are the painted masks (lianpu)
sorted out and copied by Mr. Li Jiyou
during the recent 30 years as well as
some original designs of individual col-
lection. There are different schools in
She Huo lianpu painting, and a single
figure can have many expressions, so
some different painted masks (lianpu)
of the same figure will be chosen for
the comparison and enjoyment of our
readers.

The art of She Huo Painted Masks
(lianpu), with its own system and a long
history, is varied and colourful. It is a
jewel in the treasure-house of the cul-
tural heritage of China.
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