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- Unit 1
A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO

THE UNITED KINGDOM |

Go over the following focal points before reading the text:

a complicated country with a complicated name
effects of its imperial past

a member of the European Union

a multiracial society

remarkable class, regional and economic differences
the significant role of London

cultural and economic dominance of England
invasion from the Roman Empire

settlement of the Anglo-Saxons-

King Arthur

Vikings from Scandinavia

William the Conqueror

parliament’s dominance over the throne
physical features of Scotland

cultural division between highland and lowland
the Battle of Bannockburn

independence of Scotland for 300 years

union with England in 1707

strong Scottish identity

brief introduction to Wales

a history of invasions
Wales’ unification with the UK

Text

Area: total: 244 820 sqkm
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land: 241 590 sgkm
water: 3 230 sgkm
(Note: Including Rockall and Shetland Islands)

Population:  59. 6 million (July 2001 est.)

A Brief Introduction to the United Kingdom

The full name of the country we are studying is the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It is a complicated name for
what is in many ways a complicated country. Most people know some-
thing about it because its huge overseas empire gave it an important
international role which only came to an end in the years following the
Second World War. However, the things that people know about the
UK ( which they will probably call simply Britain or, wrongly, England)
may have little to do with how most real British people live their lives
today.

For one thing, the days of empire are now long enough ago that
only old people remember it as anything of any importance in their lives.!
Britain is no longer an imperial country, though the effects of its imperial
past may be often encountered in all sorts of ways; not least in the close
relationships which exist with the fifty or more countries which used to
be a part of that empire, and which maintain links through a loose (and
voluntary) organisation called the Commonwealth of Nations 2. But more
important today in Britain’s international relations is the European
Union,? of which the UK has been a member since 1973, and it is more
useful when considering modern Britain to emphasise its role as a Euro-
pean nation, rather than its membership of the Commonwealth. It re-
mains a relatively wealthy country, a member of the Group of Seven
large developed economies.

One other obvious effect of that old imperial role lies in the make-
up of the British population itself. Immigration from some of those
Commonwealth countries, which was encouraged in the 1950s and 1960s,
has produced a population of which 1 in 20 are of non-European
ethnicity. They themselves, or their parents or grandparents, were born
in India or Pakistan, the countries of the Caribbean, to name only the
most common.*

This introduces what is the key theme of the chapters about the
United Kingdom: as is the case for most, or all, countries, it is not pos-
sible to sum up the British people with a few simple phrases. Many
people who think of Britain think of the English gentleman. But this is

empire 7.
¥

imperial adj.
HER
encounter v.
A, 23|
immigration n.
BRE

ethnicity n.
Ly3

Pakistan n.
ERME
Caribbean n. adj.
mehte (1)
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just a stereotype which never applied to the majority of the British people,
and really has little validity today. The UK is one nation, with a single
passport, and a single government having sovereignty over it all, but as
the full name of the nation suggests, it is made up of different elements.
It includes 4 parts within the one nation-state’: the island of Great Britain
is made up of England, Scotland and Wales, and Northern Ireland, a
province on the neighbouring island of Ireland, completes the set®. So
when discussing Britain and the British some consideration has to be
made of these differences: for example a woman from Scotland would
not be pleased if we were to call her an “English gentleman”! She is
Scottish and female, and sees her identity as different from that of men
and separate from the English.

But this distinction between the 4 constituent parts is only one,
and perhaps the simplest, of the differences which divide the United
Kingdom. It has been already pointed out that the UK is now a multira-
cial society, and these quite recent groups of immigrants have brought
aspects of their own cultures with them which sit side by side with more
traditionally British ways of life, for example, many are Muslims, while
most British people (in name at least) are Christians. And clearly in-
volved in the above example of the Scottish woman is the fact that men
and women do not have the same experience of life in Britain. Also
Britain is divided economically: it is a society with a class-structure.” It
is possible to exaggerate the importance of this class-structure, because
of course most countries have some kind of class-system, but it is true to
say that the class structure of UK society is relatively obvious. The cul-
ture of a factory worker whose father was a factory worker may be quite
different from that of a stockbroker whose father was a stockbroker:
they will tend to read different newspapers, watch different television
programmes, speak with a different accent, do different things in their
free-time, and have different expectations for their children.

Another difference which marks British society is that of region.
Even within each of the four countries there are different regions: the
difference between the “highland” and “lowland” Scots has a long his-
torical significance, for example: north and south England are also con-
sidered to be culturally distinct, though the boundary be‘tween them is
not marked on any map, and exists only as a rather unclear mental atti-
tude®. Nevertheless, there is some basis to the distinction in economic
terms as the south is on average more wealthy than the north.

Part of the reason for that economic difference between north and
south is found in another distinction which marks British society, a dis-

tinction which can be seen in many societies but is perhaps particularly

stereotype n.

FRAL, HEHE
sovereignty n.
|

distinction n.

=, FRHE

constituent adj.

HIKH , B

multiracial adj.

EZL): 30!

exaggerate v.
ik

stockbroker n.

BE (GEF) 22A

tend wv.

(7)) , &| (F)
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obvious in the UK, that is, the difference between the capital and the
provinces. London is in the south of the country, and is dominant in the
United Kingdom in all sorts of ways. It is by far the largest city in the
country, with about one seventh of the nation’s population; it is the seat
of government;’ it is the cultural centre, home to all the major news-
papers, TV stations, and with far and a way the widest selection of gal-
leries, theatres and museums. Also it is the business centre, headquar-
ters of the vast majority of Britain’s big companies; it is the financial
centre of the nation, and one of the three major international financial
centres in the world. As such it combines the functions of Beijing, Shang-
hai, and Guangzhou, or New York, Washington and Los Angeles, in
one city. And given its long-standing historical role in the UK, perhaps
Xi’an too! London is a huge weight in Britain’s economic and cultural

life, and to some extent the rest of the country lives in its shadow.

England
Population 48.7 million (UK total 59.6 million)
Area 130 423 sgkm (UK total 244 820 sgkm)

England is a highly urbanised country, with 80% of its popula-
tion living in cities, and only 2% of the population working in agricul-
ture. Its largest city is the capital, London, which is dominant in the UK
in all fields: government, finance, and culture. England is physically the
largest of the four nations, and it has by far the largest population. This
dominance in size is reflected in a cultural and economic dominance
too, which has the result that people in foreign countries sometimes make
the mistake of talking about England when they mean the UK. Signifi-
cantly, people in England sometimes make that mistake too, but people
in the other three nations would not: they might call themselves British
(as might the English), or they might call themselves Scottish or Welsh
or Irish, but they certainly wouldn’t call themselves (or like to be called)
English. So oddly, of the four nations, the English feel most British, and
therefore have the weakest sense of themselves as a separate “English”
culture within Britain''.

British history has been a history of invasions. Before the 1st cen-
tury AD Britain was made up of many tribal kingdoms of Celtic people:
a powerful culture originating in central Europe'. Then in 43 AD Brit-
ain was invaded by the Roman Empire %, and England and Wales (though
not Scotland or Ireland) became a part of the Roman Empire for nearly

400 years. As the Roman Empire came under threat from the east, the

gallery n.
(7] TP ¥ N

urbanised adj.
#ilifeiy

Scottish n. adj.
MREEN s TR
Welsh n. adj.
BUREN s /R
Irish n. adj.
RIRZEN; BRIREM
Celtic adj.
AURKFNR s BUREFER
originate .

e, AT

@

In the market place at Wantage is a
statue of King Arthur, a native of the town
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Roman armies and Roman protection were withdrawn from Britain, and
Britain was again divided into small kingdoms, and again it came under
threat from outside, this time from Germanic peoples: the Angles, and
the Saxon.

One of the best-known English legends derives from this time. In
the 5th century AD it is said that a great leader appeared, united the
British, and with his magical sword, Excalibur, drove the Saxons back.
This is the story of King Arthur'4, and has been embellished by singers,
poets, novelists and even filmmakers ever since.

Although King Arthur’s real existence is in doubt, you can visit
places associated with his legend, such as the cliff-edge castle at Tintagel
in Cornwall. According to legend Arthur gathered a company of knights
to him, who sat together at Arthur’s castle at Camelot (possibly the real
hilltop fort at Cadbury Hill in Somerset). Conflict between his knights
led to Arthur creating the famous “round table” at which all would have
equal precedence'®. Perhaps this could be seen as an indicator of the
way in which the English have wished to see their monarch as some-
thing other than a remote dictator, and have in fact managed to gradually
bind the monarchy into a more democratic system, rather than com-
pletely rejecting it'e.

Whatever Arthur’s success, legend or not, it did not last, for the
Anglo-Saxons did succeed in invading Britain, and either absorbed the
Celtic people, or pushed them to the western and northern edges of
Britain'". Despite the fact that contemporary English people think of
King Arthur as their hero, really he was fighting against them, for these
Anglo-Saxon invaders were the forefathers of the English, the founders
of “Angle-land” or “England” as it has become known.

Two more groups of invaders were to come after the English: from

the late 8th century on, raiders from Scandinavia, the ferocious Vikings 8, -

threatened Britain’s shores. Their settlements in England grew until large
areas of northern and eastern England were under their control. By then
the English heroes were truly English (Anglo-Saxon), such as King Alfred
the Great'®, who turned the tide? in the south against the Vikings. There
remains to this day a certain cultural divide between northerners and
southerners in England, which while not consciously “Saxon” versus
“Dane”, may have its origins in this time?'. The richer southerners tend
to think of northerners as less sophisticated than themselves, while
northerners think southerners arrogant and unfriendly. They are also
marked by having distinctly different accents.

The next invaders were the Normans, from northern France, who
were descendants of Vikings. Under William of Normandy (known as

Germanic adj.

HEE AR

Angles n.

e A CHLhBERLEBEREE
=)

Saxon n.

WEBEA (RESEE, —RST5it
LhrHE6 #He FEMHBEXER)
derive v.

sk

Excalibur n.

WEEZES

embellish v.

(7T

castle n.

B

Tintagel n.

ERTW (ERBZEER, fiHD
S F L)

Cornwall n.

HER (REEHEEZ 8, BF
Bodmin )

knight n.

(pHEH) Bl AL

Camelot n.

HRPEREZ ERBIER
fort n.

RE, B2, B

Somerset n.

REEGM (ER2ZAEHE )
precedence n.

monarch n.

BE, &F

Scandinavia n.

B AEE (JLBkEXKKIER,
. mR, R FHE. P2 KE)
ferocious adj.

XIZRH, FFEN

versus prep.
H(ERTFRARRERSEZT, BB
PEv. 5 vs.) :
sophisticated adj.

BEBCH, SRATIREY

arrogant adj.

A kH, #Een

Normans n.

WEA

descendants n.

ER, BR
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“William the Conqueror’22) they crossed the English Channel in 1066,
and in the Battle of Hastings, defeated an English army under King
Harold®. This marks the last time that an army from outside the British
Isles succeeded in invading. William took the English throne, and be-
came William the First of England. The Tower of London®, a castle in
the centre of London which he built, still stands today.

The Normans did not settle England to any great extent: rather
they imported a ruling class. The next 300 years may be thought of as a
Norman (and French-speaking) aristocracy ruling a largely Saxon and
English-speaking population. It is this situation which produced another
of England’s heroic legends. This is the legend of Robin Hood%, the
Saxon nobleman oppressed by the Normans, who became an outlaw,
and with his band of “merry men” hid in the forest of Sherwood in the
north midl_ands of England. From this secret place, armed with their
longbows, .they then went out to rob from the rich to give to the poor. He
has featured in many television series and films, both British and Ameri-
can. Some writers have seen in the popularity of this legend of a rebel-
lion hidden in the green wood a clue to the English character: a richly
unconventional interior life hidden by an external conformity?. But,
like all stereotypes, this one has its weaknesses, as many English people,
especially young people, like to display their unconvenionality exter-
nally—for example English punk rockers with their vividly dyed spiky
hair¥”. But it is certainly true that the lifeless fronts of many English
houses conceal beautiful back gardens. Gardening is one of the most
popular pastimes in England, and the back garden provides a place where
people’s outdoor life at home can go on out of the public gaze. This may
contrast with people from other countries whose outdoor life might be
more social—sitting on the front porch watching passers-by.

The niext few hundred years following the Norman invasion can
be seen as a process of joining together the various parts of the British
Isles under English rule, so that any English identity eventually became
swamped by the necessity of adopting a wider British identity, both to
unite the kingdom internally, and to present a single identity externally
as Britain became an imperial power?. At the same time power was
gradually transferred from the monarch to the parliament. Charles the
First’s attempt to overrule parliament in the 1640s led to a civil war in
which parliamentary forces were victorious, and the king was executed.
After a gap of 11 years in which England was ruled by parliament’s
leader, Oliver Cromwell??, the monarchy was restored. Further conflict
between parliament and the king led to the removal of the Scottish house

throne n.
EEMEE
aristocracy n.

Bk, REBE
outlaw n.
#HHERE, B
longbow n.

x5

interior adj.

k0]

externally adv.

sh, bR

punk n.

%, AFTE, /MR
dyed adj. '
Sty

spiky adj.

B, HIIH
conceal v.

[(SE-7
porch n.
L
overrule v.

iid-]

execute v.
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of Stuart* from the throne, and William and Mary* were imported from
Holland to take the throne, thus finally establishing parliament’s domi-
nance over the throne.

Scotland

Population:  5.111 million
Area: 7. 8822 sgkm

Scotland is the second largest of the four nations, both in popula-
tion and in geographical area. It is also the most confident of its own
identity because alone amongst the non-English components of the UK
it has previously spent a substantial period of history as a unified state
independent of the UK. Thus it is not a big leap for the Scottish to imagine
themselves independent again®.

Physically, Scotland is the most rugged part of the UK, with areas
of sparsely populated mountains and lakes in the north (the Highlands),
and in the south (the Southern Uplands). Three quarters of the popula-
tion lives in the lowland zone which spans the country between these
two highland areas. The largest city is Glasgow, in the west of this zone.
Scotland’s capital city is Edinburgh, on the east coast forty miles away
from Glasgow. It is renowned for its beauty, and dominated by its great
castle on a high rock in the centre of the city. Both cities have ancient
and internationally respected universities dating from the 15th century.

Scotland was not conquered by the Romans, though they did try
to, and for a while occupied as far as the edge of the northern highland
zone. But the difficulty of maintaining their rule there caused them to
retreat to a line roughly equivalent to the contemporary boundary be-
tween England and Scotland. Along this line, from sea to sea®, they,

like the Chinese, built a wall to mark the northern edge of their domain,

and to help defend it. It is called “Hadrian’s Wall"* after the Emperor of
Rome at the time of its building, and although ruined, lengths of it can
still be seen and walked along.

Nor was most of Scotland conquered by the Anglo-Saxons, al-
though an Angle Kingdom was established in the southeast—hence
Edinburgh’s Germanic name*. British celts displaced from the south by
Saxon invasion occupied the area around what is now Glasgow, and in
this same period (around the 6th century AD) people from northern Ire-
land invaded the south-west. They were called the Scots, and it is they
that gave the modern country of Scotland its name. The original Scot-

tish celts, called the Picts, were left with the extensive but unproductive

component n.

B R

substantial adj.

KER, TR, BXRE, LR
rugged adj.

IRFIR ), AP

sparsely adv.

23t

span v. n.

5
retreat .
1=
domain n.

it Sut

A statue of Robert Burns is overlooked by the spire of
Greyfriars Church in Dumfries, where the poet spent the
last five years of his life.
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highland zone. The division between highland and lowland Scotland
remains a cultural divide today, in much the same way as north and
south England see themselves as different from each other. There are
even areas in the highlands where (in addition to English) people speak
the old Celtic language, called “Gaelic”.

Like England, Scotland began to experience Viking raids in the
9th century, and it was the pressure from this outside threat that led
Scottish kings to unify, forming an independent singular Scottish state
at just about the same time that Anglo-Saxon England was also unify-
ing. The presence of this larger powerful kingdom on its southern door-
step was the key factor in Scottish politics from that time on, with fre-
quent wars between the two. William Shakespeare’s play Macheth™ is
set in the Scotland of this period. The town of Berwick upon Tweed near
the Scottish border in present day England is said to have changed hands
thirteen times as a result of Anglo-Scottish conflict. Despite the con-
flict, there were close ties between the two countries with extensive in-
termarriage between the two aristocracies, and even between the royal
families. A recent Hollywood movie, Braveheart, told the story of Wil-
liam Wallace’s* uprising in 1298, which was quelled by the English.
But only a few years later the Scots, under the leadership of Robert the
Bruce®, were victorious at the Battle of Bannockburn®, leading to 300
years of full independence.

In 1603, however, Queen Elizabeth the First® of England died child-
less, and the next in line to the throne* was James the Sixth of Scot-
land*®?, so he also became James the First of England, uniting the two
thrones. But for another hundred years Scotland maintained its separate
political identity. However, in 1707 by agreement of the English and
Scottish parliaments, Scotland joined the Union. There followed two
rebellions in 1715 and 1745 in which the heir to the Stuart claim (de-
posed in 1688 by the English parliament) to the British throne attempted
to reassert his right to rule Britain, gathering support in Scotland then
marching with an army into England. In 1745 this led to a brutal mili-
tary response from the British army. The rebel army was destroyed at
the Battle of Culloden (the last battle on British soil) in northern Scot-
land. Scottish highland clan (extended family group) culture was effec-
tively destroyed at this time, and today exists largely as a way of parting
tourists from their money by selling them “tartan” souvenirs or histo-
ries of “their” clan®. For following Culloden, and even more impor-
tantly, the agricultural changes of the 18th century which led to depopu-
lation of the highlands, many Scots sought their fortune outside Scot-
land—in England, America, Canada, or Australia. So that there are more
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people of Scottish descent outside Scotland than in it, and many of those
come back to find their “roots”, forming a good target for the sellers of
such souvenirs.

The dream of an independent Scotland has not vanished. Although
Scotland elects its members of parliament to the London parliament in
just the same way as the English do and sends 72 representatives to
London, the Scotland Act 1998 provided for the establishment of the
Scottish Parliament and Executive, following endorsement of the UK
Government’s proposals on devolution in a referendum in 1997 when
the proposal to establish a Scottish Parliament was supported by 74.3%
of the votes. In the first election to the Parliament, in May 1999. 129
Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) were elected for a fixed
four-year term. The Labour Party, which had traditionally done well in
elections in Scotland, became the largest single party. The Scottish Na-
tional Party which wants an independent Scotland is the second largest
party and the Conservative Party the third largest in the Parliament.

Scotland has a great tradition of innovation in the arts, philosophy
and science. The inventor of the telephone was a Scot, and the first man
to transmit a television picture was another. Its writers have given the
world such well-known work as Walter Scott’s* romances of highland
Scotland, and “Auld Lang Syne”* (by Robert Burns, who wrote in the
Scots dialect). But the work which many consider to best some up
Scotland’s position is the famous novel Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, by Rob-
ert Louis Stevenson®, which describes how the civilised scientist Dr
Jekyll transforms periodically into the crude and violent Mr Hyde. This
description of the dual nature of man is perhaps a good way to think of
Scotland: sﬁperﬁcially fully integrated into the UK, but concealed be-
neath this is a still-strong Scottish identity*’.

Wales

Population: 2.9 million
Area: 20 776 sqkm

The capital of Wales is Cardiff, a small city of about 300 000 people
on the south coast. This southern area was an important element in
Britain’s industrial revolution, as it had rich coal deposits. Coal-mining
became a key industry for the Welsh, employing tens of thousands at its
height. So its recent disappearance has been a major economic and cul-
tural blow. But South Wales has been very successful in attracting in-
vestment from abroad—particularly Japan and the United States, which
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