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Preface

East Asia has enjoyed a peaceful era since the end of the Cold War
but it is still very vulnerable. Due to the lack of an effective regional
security institution, regional security of East Asia is still faced with
many uncertainties. Since the middle of 1990s, security experts of
East Asian countries have been pushing for the establishment of some
regional security architecture.

In 2003, the achievement of the Six-Party Dialogue on the
nuclear issue of the Korean Peninsula stimulated new thoughts about
regional security framework in East Asia. During December 13—14,
2003, the Institute of International Studies, Tsinghua University
invited eminent scholars from seven countries to a symposium on East
Asia Security Cooperation. After this meeting, our institute invited
some participants of the symposium along with other scholars to do
further research on this topic. We asked them to write papers
separately on the strategic relations among major powers, potential
threats to regional security, the evolution of security concepts, the
characteristics of economic and security cooperation in East Asia, as
well as suggestions for a new regional security architecture. All of
these researches were aimed at strengthening regional security
cooperation.

The contributors to this collection come from China, the United
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States, Russia, Indonesia, South Korea and Australia. Although they
agree on the importance of strengthening regional multilateral security
cooperation, they have different views on threats and regional security
architecture. The different opinions do not necessarily undermine each
other instead they provide more approaches to develop regional security
cooperation in East Asia.

I hope that this collection can help more people become aware of
the urgent need and importance of regional security cooperation in East
Asia and stimulate our readers to do further research on this topic. I
also have the ambitious hope that this book will inspire new ideas for
the development of regional security in policy makers of East Asia.
Being editors, we don’t mean we agree with all of the arguments made
by the authors.

Finally, I would like express my gratefulness to Ford Foundation
for its generous support to our symposium and related research. I also
want to show my sincere appreciation to Peking University Press for its
decision to publish this English academic book. If not for their
support, there would be no such chance for readers to benefit from the

insightful ideas in this book.

Yan Xuetong
Tsinghua University
May 26, 2004
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