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Unit

f‘T eaching Reference

Aims and Objectives

1. Genre/Style: Exposition

2. Word Power: Prefix & Conversion

3. Grammar: Concessive Clauses

4. Writing Skill: Be Aware of False Friends

5. Translation Skill: Exposition (1)

6. Reading Skill: Introduction to Effective Reading

Brief Introduction to the Text

T he first article in this unit Books, points out the importance of learning to

read at a young age, and making reading a lifelong habit. The author pleads

for government and family support for reading and having many books available.

The intensity of the author’s feelings is illustrated by a reference to the “New

Dark Age”. This term is not widely known, but shows how passionate the author

is for the subject. Books put the world at our fingertips and those who take
advantage of it learn how to live a more fulfilled life.

Part A

Books

Sugggested Teaching Procedures

¢ 1. Warm-Up Questions

Ask students to answer the following warm-up questions:

syoog




Unit 1 Books

1) Do you think reading is the best way to gain knowledge? Why?

2) Make a list of ways through which one can acquire knowledge.

(reading, watching TV, talking with friends, net-surfing, traveling, attending classes,
doing homework, going to the theatre, playing sports, etc.)

& 2. First Reading
Ask students to go through the whole text to get the general idea. Let them find answers
to the questions in the margins and do Task 3 in Reading Comprehension.

¢ 3. Second Reading
To get a better understanding of the text, ask students to do Task 4 and Task 5 in Reading
Comprehension.

¢ 4. Word Study
1) acquire
e The ability to use a language can be acquired only by the act of using the language.
(3R18)
e By the time James was twenty he had acquired a store of his own. (£33 %% /1) 3|
(A% )
2) dip (into) -
o [ haven’t read that book properly. I’ve only dipped into it. (FE{EEHIR)
e Some books are intended to be read at length, others to be dipped into. (¥ )
3) fashion
e Long, curly hair is the fashion/ in fashion this summer. (Ff 2, X i)
e She held the fork in her right hand, American fashion (= as Americans do). (5 3)
4) desert
e He never deserts his friends when they are in need of him. (#1 %)
e His courage deserted him when he found himself all alone in the desert. (3% 2,
) |
o During the war, if soldiers deserfed and were caught, they were shot. (M ++++--FF/NE)
5) possession
¢ Does the possession of wealth bring happiness? ($i5)
e The ring is one of her most treasured possessions. (A W AR, W)
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6) curious
e The boy was curious about everything he saw. ({F &7 )
e It was a curious feeling, as though we were floating on air. (T4, AR
7) emerge
o As the clouds drifted away the sun emerged. (i 3})
e We saw the submarine emerging from the water. (FFEL, HI)
o The facts behind the scandal are sure to emerge eventually. (£ 55)
8) hatred
o The motive for this shocking attack seems to be racial hatred. (fiLIR, T%1R)
e He looked at me with intense hatred. (1%:%)
9) cruelty :
e The deliberate cruelty of his words cut her like a knife. (5:8%)
o The farmer was accused of cruelty to animals. (FE£F)
10) urgent .
e Many people are in urgent need of food and water. (SLEK], FEHK)
o I have had an urgent letter from Quinn. (‘B 2 H))
e It’s urgent, come quick! (SUEH))
11) cultivate
e The villagers cultivate mostly maize and beans. (F48)
e An ideal school should cultivate the students’ creativity and mental independence.
(H5%)
e It takes time and patience to culfivate one’s good manners. (3£ %)
12) enquiry/ inquiry
e I want to make enquiries about the membership of the reading club. (T ##)
e We made enquires of a switchman as to when the next train would be leaving. (1
i, FTHr)
13) in the name of
e We are donating the money in the name of the school. (LL++++- {142 X)
e He was punished in the name of justice. (Lh+++-- H14 X)
14) take a stand(on/over)
e We need to take a stand on the current issues of anti-corruption. (F B4 )
o What stand are you going to take over the teaching reform? (3 B 25 &)
15) see that



Unit 1 Books

o See that everyone gets the notice about the postponed meeting. (ffUF-{¥)
e See to it that everything is done before next week. (%5 i 2!)

& 5. Language Points .

1) Par. 1 sentence 2, literate population: the population which can'read and write

2) Par. 1 sentence 2, something light: something that is cheerful, or not serious
Some attributive adjectives come immediately after the noun, instead of before it.
More examples from the text: something more serious; a character both serious and
independent; peace of mind necessary to a quiet hour with a book; a real live person.

3) Par. 1 sentence 2, never advance beyond the sports page of a newspaper, a fashion
article or the comics: they only read the sports page of a newspaper, a fashion
article or the comics.

4) Par. 2 sentence 4, The circumstances... and independent: The conditions which help
a child become a reader of books are — a life above poverty so that the family
is able to think about and do things beyond the basic necessities of life; the
availability of books which you will not have to pay for, as in the home or in a
public library; and having a character that is curious and independent.

The main clause of this sentence is: “The circumstances... are: a life above real
poverty..., the availability of free books...; and the possession of a character
both curious and independent.” ,

to set a child on the path to literary adventure: to start a child on the way to
becoming a reader.

literary adventure: an exciting experience gained through reading.
A life even barely above real poverty: a life which is just a little bit above the
line of real poverty.

scope for: chance for action or thought; the opportunity or chance to do or develop
something.

free books: books which do not need to be paid for or books one does not have to
spend money on. It is common for a well-off family to have a family collection
of books and the public library system is well developed in many western
countries; such public libraries may include university libraries, city libraries,
town libraries, community libraries, school libraries, church libraries, etc., all
open to the public through certain procedures.
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5) Par. 3 sentence 4, It is a wonder...knowledgeable: It is surprising that not all children
have their intellect killed by their education, and that they become open-minded,
and knowledgeable individuals.

survive their schooling: learn well in spite of the poor and weak education they
receive.

6) Par. 4 sentence 2, the New Dark Age in which we live today: the present time is full
of disorder, violence and irrationality; the present time is as savage and as
uncivilized as the Dark Ages.

7) Par. 5 sentence 1, Ideally then, ...is encouraged: Ideally then, a school system should
encourage children to love to learn, rather than make them memorize facts; the

system should encourage them to ask questions.

€ 6. Main Idea of Each Paragraph

Par. 1: One can acquire knowledge in many ways, but the best way is through reading.
Different people have different reading habits and purposes.

Par. 2: The circumstances which help develop a child’s reading habit are: adequate
economic means, the availability of books, and the possession of an independent
and curious character.

Par. 3: Both an overstrict and a lazy education system will prevent some children from
keeping their curiosity and mental independence alive, whereas a few can survive
to become open-minded and knowledgeable people.

Par. 4: The present-day troubles make us rarely feel able to sit down with a book. But just
because of our troubles we need to read more in order to understand and solve the
problems.

Par. 5: School, family and government, each should play its own role in encouraging the

love of learning and reading books.
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Part B

1. Cannons, Cell Phones and Zippers

1. Brief Introduction to the Text

The passage by Dave Barry Cannons, CellPhones and Zippers is an attempt by the author
to use humor to make the point that sometimes technology goes too far. As you read the article,
ask yourself, is this author serious or is he just trying to write a humorous story? Does the

humor used by the author translate well into Chinese thought?

2. Language Points

Par. 8 last sentence, In a related development, an escaped robot cockroach broke into

an OakLand wal-Mart and made off with an estimated 17,000 AA batteries.
AA battery: 5 5 Hijth

ll. What Does a Credit Card Bring Us?

1. Brief Introduction to the Text

What Does a Credit Card Bring Us? by Eillton Henley is a brief but excellent article
about credit cards. The author explains how credit cards work and points out both the positive
and negative reasons for having them. American consumers are probably the most likely
people in the world to use credit cards, however, the use of credit cards is expanding into
almost every country in the world. The key point made by the author is that users should pay
the amount owed in full at the time a bill is sent from the credit card company. This protects all

the advantages and avoids all the disadvantages of using credit cards.



