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* Level With Someone, July 20, 2002
Reviewer: soulmatesdever (see more about me) from Milwaukie,
Oregon United States

.. to be honest with someone ... So I am going to level with you.
These books are necessary for anyone in love with our ever changing
American English ... so read them and rediscover your love affair with
words. These books are perfect gift for anyone new to America and help
us know our way of reshaping the English Language.

* English As A Second Language, August 8, 2003

Reviewer: A reader from Bend, or United States

I am a tutor in an advanced English as a second language'class. Stu-
dents at this level have a terrible time understanding American idiomatic
phrases. These books meet their needs quite well. The examples of the

correct use for each idiom are particularly helpful.



This Book

First, try looking up the complete phrase in the book. The entries are

in absolute alphabetical order — that is, phrases are alphabetized letter

by letter, disregarding spaces, hypens, and p'unctuation — except that if
the first word is an article(a, an, or the), the article is not counted.

This means that a bull in a china shop will be found under the letter B.

Entry phrases are never inverted or reordered; for example, in fall

swing is listed under in, not as full swing, in or swing, in full.

In entry phrases and definitions that refer to one or more persons or
things, the word someone or ome stands for persons and something
stands for fhings. »

Terms and Symbols

[] (a box)marks the beginning of an example.

(a box containing a T)marks the beginning of an example in which
the word order is different from that used in the entry head.

ALSO introduces additional forms within an entry that are related to the
main entry head.

AND indicated that an entry head has variant forms that are the same
as, or similar to, the entry head in meaning. One or more variant
forms may be preceded by AND.

cliché is a phrase that is overused and sounds trite.

entry head is the first word or phrase, in boldface type, of an entry; the
word or phrase that the definition explains.

see means to turn to the entry head indicated.

see also means to consult the entry indicated, where you will find addi-

1l



tional information or expressions similar in form or meaning to the
entry head where the“see also”instruction appeared.

see under means to search within the text of the entry indicated for a
phrase that is in boldface type and is introduced by ALSO.
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Bk, EABPERRIE. TAAZAELDREASH, EY
VR AT, W FEIF T, AMEEE BIAREA a, an B the
BIE DL . B :a bull in a china shop HEFEFB B ¥, HEKFIEAE
BREIERESHH, W:in full swing BERHELE in FF, AL full
swing, in B swing, in fullo

YRERHIERBPREE-HELZHADTE YN, 517 some-
one B, one FRFE A, Bid) something AT

REMHFS

O (FHE) FrBIaIkITeE,

(& T B HE) FR BRI FF o, o f) 4 B iR 4 i B ] A HE P
5 Fin&PHARR.

ALSO: M35 FiafkMXH A%,

AND: Fin[F SRR ZFIE

cliché: FRBRIH, BT F1E,

entry head: #%&k,

see: TN HSHRALR

see also: Fn ‘RIS RIAR",

see under: F/n“SRBAFH ALSO 5| H AR,
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H

according to Hoyle according to the rules; in keeping with the way it is nor-
mally done. (Refers to the rules for playing games. Edmond Hoyle wrote a
book about games. This expression is usually used for something other than
games. ) [ IRERRG); BN (GX LR EE KA B 6§ 5K 3N
S ER R TR L E)

(] That’s wrong. According to

X T AUA X2 o
Hoyle, this is the way to do it. BEAHN, ERRNER AN

[JThe carpenter said, “This is the
way to drive a nail, according to
Hoyle.”

AROLAIE 5 “ PR MR, BL X B 4T 4T
?o" ? A o

Achilles’ heel a weak point or fault in someone or something otherwise per-
fect or excellent. (From the Greek hero Achilles, who had only one vulnerable
part of his body, his heel. According to the legend, his mother had held him
by the heel and dipped him in the River Styx to make him invulnerable. ) []
BEASRONBGBRA(FRAEEEATRENOMWRAL S LI ——
B ZHAEGFE BB ECR G FEH LA T, YRt
WA BREANZAME,)

[JHe was very brave, but fear of

. ) o fBRETFRER M — A 2 SR A Mgk
spiders was his Achilles’ heel .

[JBill is an excellent manager, but
his Achilles’ heel is that he trusts
people too much. His employees

HRBE—HR T RSB, B M A Bdn
BRRERAL THEIERA, A&
BH THA.

take advantage of him.

the acid test a final test whose findings are beyond doubt or dispute. (] RZE
X5
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act of God

[IHer new husband seems gener-
will be
whether he lets her mother stay

ouws, but the acid test

with them.

WRIF L RE ERERT ), il &
B REMET BRI ER ]
—8ILfE.

(1 The mayor isn’ t very popular just
but the acid test will be
whether he gets reelected next year.

now,

M ERTHEOE , TR AR ZR ;5
REWUF LR RMIIFRETRE.

act high-and-mighty
MBS, 1T HEe

to act proud and powerful; to act haughty. [] 1745

[(JWhy does the doctor always have
to act so high-and-mighty?

At AX PR A BRI AR

(JIf Sally stopped acting high-and-
mighty, she’d have more friends.

WRVA A FX M8, e FES
A

Actions speak louder than words.

a proverb meaning that it is better to do

something about a problem than just told about it. [ (iZ#&)1THTFEH,.

{{1Mary kept promising to get a job.
John finally looked her in the eye
and said, “ Actions speak louder

than words!”

AT AR IE S R B TR, B a
YBERERY: RS E TR
F57

[JAfter listening to the senator
promising to cut federal spending,
Ann wrote a simple note saying,
speak  louder than

“ Actions

words.”

Wr 582 52 3 FHRAE I BB FB I B ST
MR, ZREERXPEE:“LE
TS

act of Ged an occurrence(usually an accident)for which no human is respon-

sible; an act of nature such as a storm, an earthquake, or a windstorm. [} X

R;BRRE(FERAG REXAR)

[(IMy insurance company wouldn’ t
pay for the damage because it was
an act of God .

RERH AR SREEEK, BV
RTFERKE.




act one’ s age

e

%

[IThe thief tried to convince the
judge that the diamonds were in his

pocket due to an act of God .

MR B R B A G 7 A8
RIS,

act one’s age

to behave more maturely; to act as grown up as one really is.

(This is frequently said to a child or a teenager. ) [[] %1k Bt B ; 174 2 118

TRENKA(FRDBRFSF)

[JCome on, John, act your age.
Stop throwing rocks.

Y MEXAKRKAT,BIHEET
M,

-[IMary! Stop picking on your little

brother. Act your age!

MmN EMRRRLEAERT  EE
Al

add fuel to the fire AND add fuel to the flame

to make a problem worse; to

say or do something that makes a bad situation worse; to make an angry per-

son get even more angry. [ ] AN _ESEil, @)% =E ; AR

EMEERAENES

[(JTo spank a crying child just adds
fuel to the fire.

XHFE-IRREHHEF, R
X g, '

[JBill was shouting angrily, and
Bob tried to get him to stop by
laughing at him. Of course, that
was just adding fuel to the flame.

HOZRARAE S, 2 1Y Y R e , T8 i
W KG KA, BBR, BLIXF
AMIEHR/RRASR K ESEM,

add fuel to the flame [[] 2 # “add fuel to the fire”

add insult to injury to make a bad situation worse; to hurt the feelings of a
person who has already been hurt. (A cliché.) ] B EM;HEZ X

BEEA(KBE)

[First, the basement flooded, and
then, to add insult to injury, a
pipe burst in the kitchen.

HEMTEHE T, EHKE, BE
WEKERRRT

DMy car barely started this morn-
ing, and to add insult to injury, 1

got a flat tire in the driveway.

SREF RN EZRIRNPER;E
FERERIR , EREE DR EURT .
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air one’ s dirty linen in public

afraid of one’s own shadow easily frightened; always frightened, timid, or

suspicious. [] B34 ; 5 H 2%, Bk M

[JAfter Tom was robbed, he was
even afraid of his own shadow.

Tl AN BB E, BRENZ
o

[(1Jane has always been a shy child.
She has been afraid of her own

shadow since she was three.

=SR2k
EXZNET.

BB, R

against the clock

in a race with time; in a great hurry to get something done

before a particular time. [] 58} 83 ; A AEXHR B RIEREZ MR T

{3 BE ; 3R e 1) 4

[(IDon’ t bother me. I’ m working
against the clock to finish this pro-

HIR ! RACAL I IR , 324950 H 44

hospital.

. EHPF ZRITER o
ject by noon.
1 inst the clock, th
@ race against e ooty TV |ty 14T BRI 492550 %
rushed the special medicine to the TER

ahead of one’s time having ideas or attitudes that are too advanced to be ac-

ceptable to or appreciated by the society in which one is living. ] & AT
BB, UBREEHSEZTHRE

[IPeople buy that artist’ s work
now, but his paintings were laughed
at when he was alive. He was a-

head of his time.

04 AT VAR R SE AR i B R FRI PR i T
FEAL B 3= HERT, A AR & B il T KET
ZABE,

[(Mary’ s grandmother was ahead
of her time in wanting to study

medicine. Women were expected to

stay at home.

FLAN EOAE B LS AT, — HAMRE R,
BN ER, BLATREKEFE
o

air one’s dirty linen in public

to discuss private or embarrassing matters in

public, especially when quarreling. (This linen refers to problems as if they
were sheets and tablecloths or other soiled cloth. See also wash one’s dirty



all in day’ s work

+&
3

’\/

linen in public.) (] ZEAABSITEMASBMEIEE, L ERF WA
TE(linen ¥, S W R A BEH )

[1John’s mother had asked him re-
peatedly not to air the family’ s
dirty linen in public.

AR RGR B RERM, ABERN
AR ETTRFERR,

[(IMr. and Mrs. Johnson are argu-
ing again. Why must they always

air their dirty linen in public?

ARBTEMRANELET . KR
FEMBTIAH 2B BEEARG RS

wh?

all in day’s work part of what is expectéd; typical or normal. [] B#l2Z

R AR EER

[JI don’ t particularly like to cook,
but it’s all in a day’ s work .

BIFAHEHI B RBR , E AR 45 KA
G G

[JPutting up with rude customers

isn’ t pleasant, but it’s all in a

day’ s work .

BB N BUE A RO
HEIRRIIZKE

all joking aside being serious for a moment; in all seriousness. [ ] AR AR ;

PR

[I know I laugh at him, but all
joking aside , he’s a very clever sci-

entist.

RAEREWE T M, TR LTE
B, MR R — R R R 5

(I know 1 threatened to leave and
go round the world, but all joking

aside, T do need a vacation.

RAGE TR TR TR E BT X A
R, AT FEULER , R LTFERR
T

all over but the shouting decided and concluded; finished except for a cele-

bration. (An elaboration of all over, which means*“finished. ”) [] RAERI &
RHG;BRTEKREBERT (LA al over % : 4 K, TAR)

[ JThe last goal was made just as the
final whistle sounded. Tom said,
“Well, it’s all over but the shout-

”

ing.

KRIET"

G ) — 3R R I O T e B 3
#o BB A% e, jE—1
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All that glitters is not gold.

[John worked hard in college and
graduated last month. When he got

his diploma, he said, “It’ s all over

but the shouting.”

AWERERZIFZIHTEAEL
To HfbE 3 Bl SUERE, i “ K
SFER T ER L AL

All roads lead to Rome.

a proverb meaning that there are many different

routes to the same goal. [] (&) FHAXBEFT D, BIEXBRE—BHRT

A BREBE . BWHTE

[[JMary was criticizing the way Jane
was planting the flowers. John said,
“Never mind, Mary, all roads lead

»

to Rome.’

METE B Y IETT 3, AR UL
iE 1“&%?\% 1%@,*%%%k%iﬁ
B OB,

[JSome people learn by doing. Oth-
ers have to be taught. In the long
run, all roads lead to Rome.

—EAT AR, B~ EARE
ARH . WKERE, XET7FEIIT
3

all skin and bones [} £ i “nothing but skin and bones”

All’s well that ends well.

a proverb meaning that an event that has a good

ending is good even if some things went wrong along the way. (This is the
name of a play by Shakespeare. It is now used as a cliché. ) (1 (3% )& RiF
— BT, BEEATERPECELEN BERERISER., (RaF it

T—RlK % K EE)

I’ m glad you finally got here,
even though your car had a flat tire
on the way. Oh, well, All’ s well
that ends well .

BREMER LB T  HARMEMR
KTHERAT , BE— YR

[1The groom was late for the wed-

REFHREIL LRA T . BER—Y)

ding, but everything worked out all | ##RIFA, RELGRIFR TR RE
right. All’ s well that ends well . 78 .

All that glitters is not gold. a proverb meaning that many attractive and al-
luring things actually have little or no value. [] (##&)ER BEXHEEA—
ERRETF, BEETSRAKEFENFEXGR LEXME




all thumbs

#*
=

| (JThe used car looked fine but didn’ t
run well at all. “Ah, yes,” thought
Bill, “all that glitters is not gold.”

BRI R R B R,
HOARARISE - “HO B, % S R T A —
EHRET.

[ JWhen Mary was disappointed be-
cause the handsome man had not no-
ticed her, Jane reminded her, “all
that glitters is not gold .”

0 BRI o7 i BF B R Bt T 2T
XTSRRI H AR K
HERARRET "

all thumbs

very awkward and clumsy, especially with one’s hands. (It im-

plies that one’s hands have only thumbs.) [J +4%#, A HBF (R X

AW FRABEHEBAA)

[JPoor Bob can’t play the piano at
all. He’s all thumbs.

AR AR — S A BN E, i
FABRI,

[(Mary is all thumbs when it

comes to sewing.

HYRN ) FARE , A 2484

all walks of life all social, economic,

and ethnic groups. (Does not occur in

the singular or without all. ) (] &T& L, FEMEH L SF MMKERE (2
T A BEREHH XLl Rikse))

ﬁWe saw people there from all
walks of life.

RIEMEER TRAZTHELBA
filo

[ 1The people who came to the art
exhibit represented all walks of

life.

BWARERBRELHAERIKES
ﬁ%l[ko P

All work and no. play makes Jack a dull boy.

a proverb meaning that one

should have recreation as well as work. (Jack does not refer to anyone in par-

ticular, and the phrase can be used for
LEHRES, (RA“RLFREH

persons of either sex.) [ (43 ) ABL
2N, ZAETRA TEAA)

[IStop reading that book,. and go

makes Jack a dull boy.

out and play! All work and no play &

PEERT,HERTE! AMKY

&5




& 4 2
% arm-in-arm

[IThe doctor told Mr. Hones to

stop working on weekends and start

EARMUBERAERRABEITAT,
FATITR R RIR, B3P % 57 iR 45

D
B o

playing golf, because all work and
no play makes Jack a dull boy.

any port in a storm  a phrase indicating that when one is having trouble, one
must accept any way out, whether one likes the solution or not. [] #§ A7Ei&

AN, ATEHEREEREMBRAR  BLAER,
11 didn’ t want to live with my par-

I AR FE LB —BILE, BR B I

ents, but it was a case of any port ina BLOREBRBVAR.

storm. | couldn’t find an apartment.
[JHe hates his new job, but it’s

I AR VOX 4 389 TAHE, B B8

better than having no job at all. THeAr, RSB

Any port in a storm , you know.

the apple of someone’s eye someone’s favorite person or thing; a boyfriend
or a girlfriend; a person or thing that someone wants. (A person or a thing
that has caught someone’s eye or attracted someone’s attention. ) [ ¥ _ERA
B BMAS TP RABEOA /M XAIEWIIAZR)

[(OTom is the apple of Mary’ s eve.
She thinks he’s great.

[(1John’s new car is the apple of his
eve.

armed to the teeth heavily armed with deadly weapons. (As if all types of
armaments were used, up to and including weapons held in one’s teeth. ) []
LRRBFREL THALRHRE, AT HREOXE.)
[(JThe bank robber was armed to | JIABATHR L IME BT E, 2
the teeth when he was caught. BIR%.

[(JThere are too many guns around.
The entire country is armed to the | BILERER , 2 EA A TIZM,

teeth .

arm-in-arm [ of persons] linked or hooked together by the arms. [[] (#§A)

Gi BRI ) 5 A, A R AR A

ABICMBF T FR N E L PR,




