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ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING IN CHINA
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Song Jian. Director of state science commission inspects Lake Taihu Valley Ervironmental
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TO SEIZE OPPORTUNITIES
TO FACE NEW CHALLENGES

Wang Yangzhu, Deputy Director of
State Environmental Protection Agency

Ching Started 1o launch the undertaking of erwranmental monitaring i 1973 The
enviranmental monitoring cause has winessed ropid development in the past 4
five - year plan periods An environmenial ronitoring confingent has been estat-
lished natiorwide . Guided by the principle of the central govermnment * seizing op-
porunities, deepening reforms, promoting development and maintaining stability” |
the: envirenmental monitoring stations have scored outstanding achievernnets As the
Fifth Session of the Party' s 14th Congress put forward the ervironmental maonitoring
end protection target for the Ninth Five — year Plan period, the environmental mani-
foring systerm nafionwide foces arduous tasks

The achievemnts made by the ervironmental moniloring statiens are as faflows -

| Gradual Development of Emvironmental Moniforing Cantingents and Imgrove
ment of the Status and Role of Environmental Monitoring

4 - leve! monitoring stations hove been estoblished across the country in the
past 20 years. There are 2222 ervironmental monitoring stafions across the country
with 36000 employees, accounting for 43% of the total number of the employess in
the national environmental protection system . About 2600 manitoring stations with
20000 employees have been sel up in 18 adminisirative departments inclugding re-
source administretion, industrial traffic, army, public security and social welfare
sectars.

The enviranmental meintoring network has been perfected. 54 provincial and
ministerial - level environmental monitaring stations in 17 depariments have joined in
the Stote Environmental Monitoring Network. Other environmental moniforing net
works include the State Environmental Guality Monitoring Network, the Three Gorges
Ecological Environmental Maniloring Network, the Huaihe River valley Ervironmenital
Manitoring Netwaork, the Taihu Loke Valley Erwironmental Monitoring Netwark and the
offshore Environmental Monitoring Networks  Urban environmental monitaring net
work have been set up in 11 cites on a trial basis to undenake monitoring on waste
discharge  In order to meet the needs of the infernational ervironmental moinforing |
meniforing stations in 9 ities and provinces undertake the monitoring work in the
Global Erwironmental Monitoring Systern {GEMS ! . Monitoring networks on rvers, o
ceans, agrivliure, forest environment hove olso been established. The erwiron
mental manitoring networks of various knds have played an important role in offering
technical for ervaronmental portection . The professional level of manitoring pesonne
has been greathy improved as seminars ond froining classes were opened up.
Across the coundry are 1904 senior monilonng personnel and 7146 intermediae
monitaring personinel

T . Enhonced Environmental Monitoring Gopabiliies and Level

The environmental monitoring capabilifies and level have been groduclly im-
praved in the past 20 years. BO% - B5% of the city - level monioring stations and
36% of the county - level stafions undenoke routine monifaning on air, ground wao-
ter, ond noise. 40% of the city - level slotions conduct monitoring on soil ecalogy
39% of the stations undertake biclogical monitoring . 72 stations conduct ecological
monitgring and 84 stations in 21 cities undertake autormatic monitoring on air. 81% of
the: city — level stotions and 67% of the county - level stations conduc! normal mon-

itaring on pollution seurces . Some environmental monitor ng stations have conducta
emergency monitoning on pollution accdents and arbitration of pellution disputes

I improved Stotus and Role of Frvironmental Monitaring . The status ond rale
of environmental maniloring have been upgraded along with the promotion of deck
sion - maoking ability on envitonmental prefection and managesment atility. The
principle that * Environmental manogenent must depend on environmental monitor
ing, and environmental moniforing must sene emvironmental management” hos
been implemented since the Fourth National Congeress on Environmental Monitor-
ing. The environmental menitoring is o governmental action . The monionirg stations
hove undertaken technical supenvision on appraisal of envirgnmenial irnpact of con
struction projects. The ofher duties and functions of the statians are as follows: to
check construction of environmentol faciliies, 1o underoke quantitetive check of
comprehensive rectification of urtban environment, 1o issue waste discharge permits
ond fo supenvise the implementation of the waste discharge charging system | et
The monitoring station of various kinds have compiled o variety of monitoricg reports
Geulygicol information system and advanced computer technology are opplied to
compile electronic reports fo be submitted to gavernmental departments | Required by
the State Coundil, forecast on urban air quality is to be conducted in some key cities

b Invigorated Monitoring Stations in in - depth reforms

The moniforing stafions have scored remarkable ochievernents for they con
ducred reforms since the Third Mational Conference an Envirenmental Mo nitaring
Mot anly have they occomplished the assigned environmental manitanng osks . they
have also expanded the monitoring scope, improed the monitoring technalogy ond
pramated the professional level of their employees

Looking aver the achieverments, wmeus! be aware of the challenges under new
drcumstances. The environmental protection target for the Ninth Five - year Plan
period con be briefed in four points. 1, fo control the poliution tendency , the pollution
degree of sulphur dioxide and acd rain; to control the discharge of industrial waste
withins the Stote standard ;. to contral the total dischorge volurne of 2 pollutonits within
the State standard 1o confrol the quolity of oir and ground waler in 47 key diies 1o be
given speciol environmenial protection within the State standard . 1o maoke the Huaihe
River and Lake Taihu clear again: fo improve the water gualify of the aihe and Taihe
mvers as well as Loke Chachu and Lake Dianchi. The realizotion of the targen needs
1o be proved by environmental rmonitoring data

As o technical superisory and fechnicol senvice systemn for environmerital pro-
fection, environmental monitoring must cocurately answer guestian CONCEMing e
vircnmental quolity, waste discharge volume, division of functional envirenmental
rones, efc

In shart, the moniloring system foces challenges s well as opportuniies . The
environmental monitoring stations must edopt reforms 1o seek developgment .

It is an arduous and glorious task for the monitoring personnel ocross the
couniry fo seize oppodunities ond foce challenges . The Mith Five — year Flan period
witnesses the contnuious implermentation of the principle that * Ervirgnmental Mar-
cgement must depend an environmental manitoring and environmantal monitoring
must serve envirormental manogerment”  The environmentol monitaring stations are
speeding up the pace in manogement system reform. Technical standards, moni-
toring technigues, qualify guaranteeing system cre under perfection . Importance is
attached fo impravement of the manitoring personnel” s professional level and pro-
fessianal ethics . Policies fovourable for the development of the undertaking of erve
ronmental monitoring cre 1o be promulgated

Generally speaking, under the leadership of the State Council and governmantal
depariments concernad, we can and we will score greater ochievements in the
ervironmental manitoring sector .
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