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ABSTRACT

The urban-rural difference in China is a both old and new issue. Although
the society has developed fast in recent years, litille improvement has been
made in reducing the difference. This has brought about a series of social prob-
lems, and also hampered the modernization of the country. In the field of edu-
cation, the issue is also very conspicuous and as suggested in this study, it
constitutes the main reason to cause the difference in a hidden, cultural repro-
duction form.

The theory of cultural reproduction has been used as a very important the-
ory to explain social inequalities by many foreign scholars. Among them Pierre
Bourdieu is the most famous one. After Bourdieu, a lot of scholars studied so-
cial inequalities in their countries using the theory of cultural reproduction. In
China, however, there is little introduction on it, neither theoretical nor practi-
cal.

In this book, based on the theory of cultural reproduction, the urban-rural
difference in education in China is examined. Relevant problems are explored in
a structured way in order to reconsider common sense in present theories and
practices of education in China, in both macro and micro scopes.

The methods used in this study include mainly content analysis, govern-



ment statistics analysis, and field study which comprises observation and inter-
view. In addition, questionnaire is applied.

The book is divided into 7 chapters. Chapter 1 is the literature review. In
Chapter 2, the cultural capital differences in Chinese families are described,
which form the foundation of the following discussion. Chapter 3, 4, 5 are the
main body of the paper, examining the cultural reproduction phenomena in ed-
ucation from different perspectives. Chapter 6 demonstrates that the social re-
production is the results of the cultural reproduction. Conclusion is presented in
Chapter 7 with some considerations for further study.

Introduction section is mainly about the backgrounds, theme, framework,
method and value of this study.

Chapter 1, the literature review, presents theories of reproduction, and
reviews relevant literature in this field in recent years.

In Chapter 2, the history and origins of urban-rural differences in China
are discussed. In addition, the cultural capital differences in families are de-
scribed.

In Chapter 3, educational policies are analyzed in order to examine the
government’s partiality to the urban in designing educational aims, investing
money in education, and so on.

In Chapter 4, Chinese textbooks and higher education entrance examina-
tion sheets are analyzed, and cultural partiality in the contents and the evalua-
tion of learing are discussed.

Chapter 5 is case studies, which describe urban-rural differences in edu-
cation practice. The data of curriculum schedules, syllabi, teachers, school
conditions, school norms, family backgrounds of students and their educational
and occupational aspirations are collected and analyzed.

In Chapter 6, the process from cultural reproduction to social reproduction
is discussed, which shows how children from urban and rural families obtain
different cultural capital, thus resulted in unequal status in the future.

Conclusion is presented in Chapter 7. According to the study, cultural re-
production does exist in education in China, and two cycles of reproduction are

formulated. At the end of the book, this study also put forward some questions



for further reflection.

The conclusion of the study is that cultural reproduction is found in Chi-
na’s education, which makes most rural children rejected through over-selection
(examination) and return to the countryside, and thus forms two closed cycles
of reproduction-superior urban cycle of culture and inferior rural cycle of cul-
ture. So cultural reproduction in education in China is more hidden cultural
causes of dual structure between the urban and the rural.

The academic value of the study may be that it completely introduces the
theory of reproduction into China. Foreign scholars usually use this theory to
study social stratification, however, this study applies the theory to analyze ur-
ban-rural differences in education in China. In regard to the practical value,
the findings provided here may help policy makers to pay more attention to cul-

tural reproduction in education, and give more opportunities to rural children.

Key Words: cultural reproduction; urban-rural differences; education
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