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To My Dear Chinese Readers and Friends:

I am happy to welcome you as companions on this voyage
of discovery. As you may know, there are many books in the
United States about the wives of our presidents, but for some
reason very few about those who first nurtured and inspired
them—— their parents. Indeed, 1 am the first writer in all of
American history to prepare books about both the mothers and
fathers of our presidents——our nation’s First Parents.

Although I teach history, I knew very little about most of
them when I embarked. Since you have now joined me, you
must be interested in the history of both our great countries. I
hope to learn more in both areas, as our nations forge ahead
in progress and friendship. One can always learn more in life,
even at my age. Thankfully, I know ‘you cherish the wisdom
of age, as well as the enthusiasm of youth.

In this spirit, I hope you will enjoy reading this book as
much as I enjoyed writing it— and I am indebted to Baihua
Literature and Art Publishing House for preparing this special
Chinese edition.

With warm regards,

Harold I. Gullan, Ph.D
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