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THE SOUTH——A SOURCE OF THE LONG RIVER OF
o CHINESE CIVILIZATION
(Introducing Southern Ethnology and Archaeology)
| Tong Enzheng

. After one year’s preperation, with the joint efforts of many colleagues,
both Chinese and foreign, overcoming untold difficulties, we have finally
.brought the present magazine to its first pubhcatxon, and hope that it will
‘meet our readers’ ‘expectation,

As the title implies, Southern Ethnology and Archaeology is an academic
‘publication concerned with ethnological and archaeological developments
in-South China .and Southeast Asia, We are fully aware that this region
is.academically significant, but has not received the scholarly attention it
deserves here in China, and also scholars in this field are in bad need of a
place of pubhcation ‘Now we begin this magazine with the hope that it will,
to some extent, help solve this problem, : .

“South China”,as we define it,extends from the area along.the northern
latitude 33 down to the South China Sea, In-the north, it borders Central
China along the Huanghe River(the ‘Y_ellow River)and the Qinliﬁ'g and Funiu
Mountains, In the west,across the Hengduan Mountains, it neighbours India,
another centre of world civilization, In the east and south, it is linked with
the Pacific and Indian Oceans. Ages ago, Chinese ancestors, who were im-
bueded with the spirit of exploration, sailed to distant climes——{further into
the vast, mighty oceans, scattering the seeds of home-grown culture over the
star-studded islands, while assimilating whatever was beneficial in the
oceanic cultures, o '

In terms of climate, South China covers both tropical and subtropical
regions, In most areas, the weather is mild, and the rainfall, plentiful;
“forests and bushes are ever—green and luxuriant, A profuse variety of natural
resources is available, The Chavng.jiang River ( the Yangtse River ) and
the Zhujiang Rlver (the Pearl River) systems, which are'crisscroésed witih
trlbutarles and strmg lakes and ponds of bright gem, favour the inhabitants
not only with water transport and irrigation, but also with inexhaustible

resources such as fishes, shells and other aquatic animals, Compared with
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o
North China, South China has more diverse topographicfe atures: mountains,

hills, tablelands and plains, Since the resources and enviroments opened al-
ternative opportunities, the inhabitants at various stages of civiliza?;ibn were
free to adapt their economic patterns to their imediat surroundings according-
ly., Widely distributed karst caves sheltered the peoples of the stone age for
million years, All these together significantly contributed to the forstage of_
the southern Chinese cultures, »

As early as the initial period of the Western Han Dynasty(206 B,C,),Shima"
Qian, a great.historian,in Shi Ji(Historical Records), brought his foresight“and
perspective to China’s economical-cultural divisions, These included: the Guan—~
zhong Plain, the Central China Plain, the Shandong Penisula, and the Sou-
thern China, At the later date of the same dynasty, Han Shu(The History of
the Han Dynasty) once pictured the economical-cultural traits of the southern
China like this:“The south along the Changjiang River is vast, where people
conduct slash~and-burn cultivation in paddy fields, They are engaged in
agriculture, supplemented by hunting, fishing, or lumbering, Fruits, vegita—
bles, shellfishes and mollusics are constantly available, People there are so
content with temporary ease and comfort as not to bother to accumu-
late food a ®d other resources, There is neither the utterly destitute nor the
millianaire, They also indulge in witchcraft and shamanic worship,”

A popular cliché has long asserted that South China used to be an under~
developed area and cultiirally received the impact from North China, The
Huanghe River has been taken as the only cradle of Chinese civilzation, Ar-
chaeological finds in the recent years, however, come to challenge this pre~
occupation,

The discovery of the Yuanmou human teeth fossil(1,7 million years B,P,)
and of the Wushan human skull fossil (1,8 million years B,P,) , especially
the more recent discovery of the Yuanmou human fossils(2,5 million years
B.P,), have incontrovertiably proved that South China played a significant
role in the ascent of man, Botanists have reasonably infered that such plants
as melon, legum,and such rhizome plants of asexual production as taro and
yam, might originated in this warm and damp area, Materials found in the
Hemudu site of Zhejiang Province have indicated that there was a prosperous
culture, and rice cultivation has a long—standlng tradition, It is also
evident that agriculture in South China, in terms of breed and technique,
has developed along its own way, and, in cons1derab1e degree, dxffered from
that in North China,

"~ The problem concernmg the origin of Chinese bronze has not been reso-
lved,South China,iowever, abounds “with copper and tin,For instance, the tin
5



reverse in Yunnan Province amounts over 90 per cent out of the state total,
Presently, it is not lightly to evaluate this advantage in regard to the ancient
bronze industry, Neverthless, bronze items discovered in such southern
provinces as Hunan, Hubei, and Jiangshu, preferably suggest that the bronze
industry in South China might rival, if not surpass, that in North China,
Indeed, it is by the discovery of the Dian culture in 1950s that we initially
appreciated the bronze miracle perfoi'med by the Yunnan ethnic groups,
Furthefmore, invaluable items such as bronze statues, bronze human maskes,
bronze holy trees, and gold items including mask and scepter were recently
——and unprecedently too

unearthed from a site dating from 4000 years
B.P, in Guanghan County of Sichuan Province, This discovery serves to
roll up the heavy curtain.on the Shu culture once lost in the mists of time,
and presents a splendid sight,

. Now and here, I have no intention of rushing to comprehensive evalua—
tion of the southern cultures, From all the available materials, however,
one would be able to trace the long river of Chinese civilization, which is
converged numerous streams of regional cultures, Contributions made by sou—
thern ethnic groups need to be re-evaluated from this point,

South China is an ethnic mosaic, The terms such as “Bai Man”, “Bai Pu”,.
“Bai Yue” and “Bai Yi” in historical records represent the ethnic complexes,
“Bai” means “Numerous”, with“Man”, “Pu”, “Yue”, “Yi” respectively- deno—
ting various ethnic groups, Of 55 present national minorities in China, 34
inhabit in tyhe south, Southern archaeology concerning the period from neo—
lithic age down to the Han Dynasty, . should be comprehened as studies in
national minorites, Ever since then, Chinese cultures have trended towards
nationwide intergration, while in such outlying areas as Guangxi, Yunnan,
Guizhou, Sichuan, Taiwan and Tibet, national minorities have been taken
as the principal concern of archaeology, In devoting archaeological studies to-
South China and Southest Asia, therefore, it is a must to carry on multi-
disciplinary approaches involved ethnology, linguistics, cultural anthropology,
and ecology,

Taken all together in the view of the interrelation and interaction, southern
cultures serve to be integral parts of Asiatic civilization, Meaningful pursuits
considerably rely on comparison - of these cultures, especially that of which
share enviromental or ethnic similarities, According to modern administrative
division, those comparable cultures region such countries as Viet Nam, Thai-
land, Kampuchea, Laos, Malaysia, Idonisia, and Philipine islands, Since

the bronze age they have enjoyed beneficial interflow, and scored odes to
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their long friendship, Despite of the frequent changes in political situation,
the contact among these peoples have never ceased, Therefore,we are of the
opinion that one who seeks. for profound understanding of the Southern
Chinese cultures must not confine his oberservation to China per se; and, in
pursuing comprehensive evaluation of the southeastern Asiatic civilization,
it is imperative to attach great importance to South China,

The age when Chinese academic circle was out of the main stream of
international scholarship has gone forever, Now Chinese scholars are turning
their faces to the world and looking to the future, It should be encouraged
that Chinese archaeologists and ethnologists cooperate with their overseas co-—
lleagues in forms of information and approaches, Our publication will surely
do its bit for international cooperation in this field,

In operating this magazine, we intend to regionally concentrate on South
China, exclusively on Southeast Asia; thematically deai with ethnology and
archaeology, considerably emphasizing on relavant and frontier disciplines; -
place the accuracy and fullness of evidences aboire‘_ all, while encouraging
initiative attempts to  introduce new theories and approaches; in assessing
contributions, disrégard anything othef than their qualities and attainments;
hold the orientation to be liberal towards scholarly contention and controvercy,

As this magazine starts here in Sichuan,it will be,in a sense, indebted to.
the fine tradition of elegant minds in ancient Sichuan, In the Waestern Jin
Dynasty (2656——316 A.D,) , Chang Qu, a Sichuan historian, once expressed
his concern for historical writing by saying, “I feel restless and anxious with:
my work for fear of accidentally neglecting any facts which would be wor—
thy of recording,” It was by his strong attachment to his motherland and his
professional conscientiousness that he presented Hua Yang Guo Zhi ( The History
of the Southwestern China), after “all hardship in itineranting around for infor-
mation and knowledge,” Upon the opening of this magazine, we feel duty-
bound to carry forward this tradition, “to make ruined silk~-book available.
out of debris and explore the dust in quest of treasures” , so as to reveal
historcal secrets, Indeed, the task is hard, and we have a long way to go,
We are terribly short of hands and funds, All we have long cherished is our
inflexiable quest of the truth and our academic zeal, Well may our readers
and contributors, and all concerned figures, take our mutual interest into
consideration, and give us any kind of support, so that this magazine will
hopefully enjoy its heathy growth,
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