LIBRARY OF CHINESE CLASSICS
CHINESE-ENGLISH

..: t ! A ‘1_' '.‘ "\‘




02U e 5
R xR
LIBRARY OF CHINESE CLASSICS
Chinese-English

2l tk &

A Dream of Red Mansions

Wi o om He
Wk Wik %
Written by Cao Xueqin and Gao E
Translated by Yang Xianyi and Gladys Yang

SRR AL _
Foreign Languages Press
UiTEZ DNV ) e
Hunan People’s Publlshmg House /

ReT 420 C



B Er% B (CIP) i

LORER: DUKRTEE/ ) TR, ASE: bk
WIIEEE . bt ShCHAREE, 1999.9

R 3CP)

ISBN 7-119-02411-6

.2 1L, Dl @i @ @ 1.
Al BENE - R E - AL - AT - . 5
IV H319. 4:1

o (5 i A PP 08 C TP M B 7 (1999) 57 20927 %5

HEGRmE: HITH
s R B O

Kb 5 T E
asy

WEE B W E
Wi s %

©1999 sHUhi AR AL
HARAITH:
A3 AR A
(prEdEs A HIE R 249)
it I 4 B 100037
http: // www. flp. com. cn
WA B H R
(WA KV R 78 9)
B %5 £ B4 410006
HURE . HERR -
A F RO =) T G FTERE AN IR A E]D
ENchll
VI FIHE H BRI B 20 =]
4960640 1/16 (K5)  EPFK:232  ER¥L: 1-3000
1999 4E 45 1 BRAE 1 RO
(DL 3)
ISBN 7-119-02411-6/1+592 (41
EHr: 420,00 G (2 64)

MAURE SRR



B X

%A+ A=
EHKRRAPHRK

FhA+=
B R TR A

-8 m
W EFEZERR

F—a—m
A A B 3R

F—a—9"
T B R R W R KA

F—%zw
HEITeEE S

F—awe
e 2T /)~ Bk A KR

F—aAE
BREEYDTER

FH—aBxE
T B R Bhw 2

F—8FL9
AR TR AX

F—aNE
58 K K 6K A R

F—ahm
HFREIAEE

2958

G 0 BT 8 AE

2982

WKk B B EI%

| 3006
ERHEEERER

3026

AL F ARk

3056

ALl 4 A B AR B

3078

BR LA T AT = 8 1

3104

T /AT AR A ET

3130

I 5 3 %7 M

3152

KB 5 KM%

3174

RERBREL KK E

3200

Bt 48 45 3% b R R

3228

7 2 B E TG



CONTENTS

CHAPTER 98 2959
Unhappy Vermilion Pearl’s Spirit Returns in Sorrow to Heaven
Deranged Shen Ying Sheds Tears in the Lodge of His Loved One

CHAPTER 99 2983

An Upright Official Has Venal Underlings

A Perusal of the Court Gazette Fills Jia Zheng with Concern
for His Nephew

CHAPTER 100 3007

By Frustrating Jingui Xiangling Makes a Worse Enemy of Her

Baoyu Grieves Over Tanchun’s Departure to Marry Far from
Home

CHAPTER 101 3027

A Ghostly Warning Is Given One Moonlit Night in Grand
View Garden

A Fearful Omen Is Issued by the Oracle in Scattering Flowers
Temple

CHAPTER 102 3057

Powers of Darkness Derange the Inmates of the Ning Mansion

Priests Exorcise Evil Spirits in Grand View Garden

CHAPTER 103 3079

Jingui Plots Murder and Destroys Herself

Jia Yucun, Blind to the Truth, Meets an Old Friend in Vain

CHAPTER 104 3105

The Drunken Diamond Brags That Small Fry Can Stir Up
Big Billows

A Crazy Lordling Grieves over the Past

CHAPTER 105 3131

Imperial Guards Raid the Ning Mansion

A Censor Brings a Charge Against the Prefect of Pingan

CHAPTER 106 3153

Xifeng Is Conscience-Smitten at Causing Calamity

The Lady Dowager Prays to Heaven to Avert Disaster

CHAPTER 107 3175

The Lady Dowager Impartially Shares Out Her Savings

Jia Zheng’s Hereditary Title Is Restored by Imperial Favour

CHAPTER 108 3201

Baochai’s Birthday Is Celebrated with Forced Mirth

Baoyu, Longing for the Dead, Hears Ghosts Weeping in Bam-
boo Lodge

CHAPTER 109 3229

Baoyu Waits for a Fragrant Spirit and Wuer Is Loved by Default

Yingchun Pays Her Mortal Debt and Returns to the Primal Void




F—atw
¥ RE FHLPWRT

F—at+t—=
BELHEHEKE

$—at=-m
TE T 4 K3

F—F+=m
75 %R I AT IR

F—Bt+twe
FE R 414K

F—a+Aam
BRAEELXES

$—a+tx9
i R HEWL S

F—at+tkm
A ALEARYFE

?:—*'é"l’/\@
DR E LB &

F—atam=
HoREREHLL

F—a=1+w
LR RS A ]

3264

ERAMA W RANR

3290

2 SRR 4B K

3318

iR EATE

3348

11 98 1 9 RS A

3396

IR K E E KA

3422

REER S 2FE

3450
AR5 & FRAK

3478

PRk iE F Z WA

3508
AEBRREHRE

3544

LR E A ¥ 3



CHAPTER 110 3265
The Lady Dowager Passes Away Peacefully
Xifeng Is Powerless and Loses Support

CHAPTER 111 3291
Yuanyang Dies for Her Mistress and Ascends to the Great Void
A Despicable Slave Leads Robbers into the Mansion

CHAPTER 112 3319
A Terrible Disaster Befalls Miaoyu
Nursing Enmity Concubine Zhao Is Haled Off to Hell

CHAPTER 113 3349

Repenting Her Sins Xifeng Seeks Help from a Village Woman

Relinquishing Her Resentment Zijuan Is Touched by Her Be-
sotted Master

CHAPTER 114 3375

Xifeng Has Hallucinations and Goes Back to Jinling

Zhen Yingjia, Pardoned by the Emperor, Returns to Court

CHAPTER 115 3397

Personal Prejudice Strengthens Xichun’s Conviction

Baoyu Fails to Find a True Friend in His Double

CHAPTER 116 3423

Baoyu, His Divine Jade Recovered, Attains Understanding in
the Illusory Realm

Jia Zheng Escorts His Mother’s Coffin Home to Fulfil His
Filial Duty

CHAPTER 117 3451

Two Maids Protect Baoyu’s Jade Lest He Renounce the World

A Worthless Son, Taking Sole Charge of the House, Revels in
Bad Company

CHAPTER 118 3479

A Disgruntled Uncle and Cousin Delude a Helpless Girl
Alarmed by His Cryptic Talk, Wife and Concubine Reprove

Their Witless Husband

CHAPTER 119 3509

Baoyu Passes the Examination with Honours and Severs
Earthly Ties

The Jia Family Retains Its Wealth and Titles Thanks to Impe-
rial Favour

CHAPTER 120 3545

Zhen Shiyin Expounds the Illusory Realm
Jia Yucun Concludes the Dream of Red Mansions

Notes 3575
About the Translators 3577




A Dream of Red Mansions
Ll Chapter 98

LIBRARY OF CHINESE

2957

CLASSICS

VAS A WARY V)

N N7\ .\ "N
(Y WA ARV ¢

WYAY " AAVAN u

-

B




E>+o8 BENE

2958

It/

FEHERHFFRK R A BE AR

WUWEER 7B, FEES, EEkEM, #ash
OERBERZ, FEUES, IBEERZSE, R,
EMEABAAHAT . KERIKEMABER, EREAN G
Ao —#EMTILK, BBAREBILZH, BEAEATE, B
BRIGR Eat A E s HiER, EEXRER, WRRIEX
e, ESFAA, XBRAa4EE, KEENRA, W
R, LGB RA ., HEAEM, BEEE, F5FK
AR GE : “RBEEERERAARTE, B MM, A
Pigfe/NiE, WARE, NEIREZ, W TEILKES; UE
WHRE S RZEEN, IO —EEEE, TAMW
2T ERNEWN T, BAWE., 7 ERNEHER, £F

MWW, AA#BFIET, EROHMES, CEAR
HoRVEMGR, FERHN, AEEZE. MAHBREREE
XAOLR, OB, HEEESEH,

BEK, EEEMITE, KOEELEAET; HE -



Chapter 98

Unhappy Vermilion Pearl’s Spirit
Returns in Sorrow to Heaven
Deranged Shen Ying' Sheds Tears
in the Lodge of His Loved One

Baoyu returned to his room after seeing his father more dizzy, con-
fused and listless than before. Without even eating his meal he drifted off
to sleep. Doctors were called in again but their remedies proved ineffec-
tual — he could not even recognize those around him, although when
helped to sit up he looked normal enough. And this state of affairs contin-
ued for several days.

The ninth day after the wedding had now come — the day on which
newly-weds should visit the bride’s family. If they stayed away, Aunt
Xue might well feel slighted; but how could they go with Baoyu so dis-
traught on account of Daiyu? On the other hand, they feared that if told
of her death he might die himself of chagrin. His bride could hardly rea-
son with him either — for that, her mother was needed there. Yet if they
neglected to pay this courtesy call, Aunt Xue would take offence.

The Lady Dowager consulted Lady Wang and Xifeng and proposed,
“Baoyu may have lost his mind, but I can’t see that going out would hurt
him. Let’s order two small sedan-chairs and have them escorted over
through the Garden to keep up appearances; then we can invite Aunt
Xue here to comfort Baochai, while we give our whole minds to curing
Baoyu. Wouldn’t that be best on both scores?”

Lady Wang agreed and had preparations made without delay. As
Baochai was a new bride and Baoyu was crazed, neither objected to
being taken over; for although Baochai knew how things stood and at
heart blamed her mother for this injudicious match, it was too late now to
protest. True, Aunt Xue reproached herself bitterly when she saw Baoyu’s
condition; still, they had to go through with the ceremonies in a perfunc-
tory way.

On their return Baoyu took a turn for the worse. The next morning he
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could not sit up, and he wasted away day by day until he could not even
take liquid nourishment. In panic Aunt Xue and the others searched ev-
erywhere for good doctors, but not one was able to diagnose his illness
until a certain Bi Zhan, a poor physician who lived in a ruined temple
outside town, ascribed it to both internal and external factors: sudden
transports of joy and grief depriving him of his senses and appetite and
pent-up indignation resulting in congestion. He made out his prescription
accordingly, and Baoyu took the first dose that evening. After the second
watch, sure enough, he came to and asked for a drink of water. Their
Ladyships in relief invited Aunt Xue and Baochai to the old lady’s room
to rest.

Baoyu, now that his mind had cleared, was convinced that he was
dying. As the others had gone, leaving only Xiren there, he called her
over to him and clasped her hand.

“Tell me,” he sobbed, “what is Cousin Baochai doing here? I remem-
ber my father choosing Cousin Lin to marry me, so how did she get
driven out by Cousin Baochai? Why should she force her way in here? I
don’t like to ask her for fear of offending her. And what news have you
of Cousin Lin? Is she crying her heart out?”

Xiren prevaricated, “Miss Lin is ill.”

“I’ll go and see her then.”

He tried to get up, but after several days without nourishment of any
kind he was too weak to move.

“I’'m dying!” he exclaimed. “But I’ ve one request which I beg you
to pass on to the old lady. Cousin Lin will be sobbing herself to death too
and I’'m done for now anyway, so that’s two of us mortally ill in different
places. If we die apart that’ll make more trouble for you, so why not turn
out a spare room and move the two of us there? You can nurse us both
together while we’re still living, and when we’re dead you can lay us out
together. For the sake of our friendship these years, please do this for
me!”

Xiren was so affected by his words that she sobbed convulsively. And
Baochai, coming back then with Yinger, heard him too.

“Why talk in that unlucky way instead of resting well so as to re-
cover?” she asked. “The old lady’s just feeling a bit easier in her mind,
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yet here you are starting fresh trouble. You’ve always been the old lady’s
favourite, and now she’s over eighty. Though she’s not expecting you to
win her honours, if you turn out well that will please her and the pains
she’s taken over you won’t be wasted. As for your mother, it goes with-
out saying she’s given her heart’s blood to bring you up, and if you die
young what’s to become of her? And I, though I may be ill-fated, don’t
deserve this. Because of the three of us, even if you want to die Heaven
won'’t allow it! So just rest quietly for four or five days till you’re over
this chill and your vital forces are restored; then this disorder will natu-
rally disappear.”

This silenced Baoyu for some minutes. Then he sniggered, “You
stopped talking to me for so long, why start haranguing me now?”

“Let me tell you the truth.” she continued. “While you were in a
coma for two days Cousin Lin died.”

He sat up abruptly.

“Is that true?” he demanded.

“Of course it is. I woundn’t say such a fearful thing if it wasn’t. The
old lady and your mother, knowing how fond of her you were, were afraid
the news would kill you too. That’s why they didn’t tell you.”

Baoyu burst out sobbing and fell back on his pillows. All before him
was black and he could not make out where he was. He was feeling lost
when he saw a figure approaching.

“Excuse me,” he blurted out. “What is this place?”

“The way to Hell,” was the answer. “But what are you doing here?
Your span of life has not ended.”

“I just heard that a friend had died, and looking for her here I lost my
way.”

“What friend?”

“Lin Daiyu of Suzhou.”

“Lin Daiyu in life was no ordinary mortal; in death she is no ordinary
ghost,” said the apparition with a scornful laugh. “As she has no ghost,
where can you find her? The spirits of men assume a form only when
concentrated; when dissipated they change into vapour. In life they have
a form; after death they scatter. So even ordinary mortals cannot be
traced after death, let alone Lin Daiyu. You had better go back at once.”
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Nonplussed by this Baoyu asked, “If you say the spirit is dissipated
after death, why should there be a Hell?”

“Hell exists for those who believe in it,” was the disdainful answer.
“Because the vulgar herd are afraid of death they tell cautionary tales
about the wrath that Heaven visits on fools who are not content with their
lot or senselessly cut short their lives by indulging in lust or running amok,
making away with themselves for no good reason. So Hell has been
dreamed up as a prison where such ghosts will suffer endless torments to
expiate their crimes during their lifetime. By searching for Daiyu, you are
courting death unjustifiably. The more so, as she has already returned to
the Illusory Land of Great Void. If you want to find her, you must culti-
vate virtue and you will have occasion to meet again. If you chafe at your
lot and commit the crime of cutting short your life, you may see your
parents again — but never Daiyu!” This said, he took a stone from his
sleeve and aimed it at Baoyu’s heart.

Terrified by this warning and a pain in the region of his heart, Baoyu
longed to go home but did not know the way. He was hesitating when he
heard his name and turned to find that the old lady, Lady Wang, Baochai
and Xiren had gathered round, tearfully calling him, and he himself was
still lying in his bed. The red lamp on his desk, the bright moon outside the
window showed that he was still in this vain world, in the lap of luxury.
Calming down, he realized that he had been dreaming. Though drenched
with cold sweat he felt refreshed and clear-headed. Reflecting that there
was in truth no way out for him, he heaved sigh after sigh.

Now Baochai had known from the start of Daiyu’s death, but the
Lady Dowager forbade any mention of it to Baoyu for fear of making his
illness worse, though she herself knew that his breakdown was due to his
longing for Daiyu, the loss of his jade being only secondary. She had
taken her opportunity to tell him to end his torment and bring him back to
his senses, so that he could be cured. The old lady and Lady Wang not
knowing her motive, blamed her for her impetuosity; but when Baoyu
came to they felt relieved and at once summoned Doctor Bi from the
outer study to examine him.

“Strange!” observed the physician after feeling his pulse. “His pulse
is steady and there is no sign now of melancholia. We’ll give him a re-
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