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4 BHEEMBEK

[ am delighted that this edition of my book is appearing in Chinese from
East China Normal University Press and so will be available to a whole
new, and very important set of readers. In the last thirty years we have
learned more about early leaming in children than in the preceding 2000
years. The new scientific research shows that even the youngest children
both know more and learn more than we would ever have imagined be-
fore. Even the youngest children are already thinking logically about the
world, making causal inferences, and taking the perspective of others.
The new findings have important implications for how we think about,
care for, and educate babies and young children. In the United States
this research has already been widely distributed and has even begun to
affect policy, and now it is finally starting to be disseminated across the
globe.

China faces special issues and challenges when it comes to young chil-
dren, including the one — child family policy. Of course, decisions taken
in China can affect the lives of millions of children. Moreover, a country
with a rapidly changing society and economy such as China, faces both
special opportunities and risks. There are opportunities because educa-
ting children has always been the engine for progress and development in
any society. There are risks because young children, who by definition
lack power, may be the victims of changes that are not made with their
needs and capabilities in mind. I hope the appearance of The Scientist in

the Crib will help Chinese readers deal with these opportunities and
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risks. But, mostly, of course, I hope that the book will help Chinese
parents, grandparents, caregivers and teachers, to appreciate the truly

extraordinary miracle of children’s learning, in which they play such a

central role.

Aison Gogndé
Pref. of Poychology
Universlty of Califowia at Bevkeley
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