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Agrippina’s Appeal to Nero

Don’t you know, my son, the affection all mothers
naturally bear their children? Our love is unbounded,
incessantly fed by @ that tenderness unknown to all
but ourselves. Nothing should be more dear to us than
what we have bought with the risk of our lives; nothing
more precious than what we have endured such grief
and pain to procure. These are so acute and unbearable
that if it were not for the vision of a successful birth,
which makes us forget our agonies, generation would
soon cease.

Do you forget that nine full months I carried you in
my womb and nourished you with @ my blood? How
likely is it, then, that I would destroy the dear child
who cost me so much anguish to bring into the world?
It may be that the just gods were angry at my excessive
love of you, and used this way to punish me.

Unhappy Agrippina! You are suspected of @ a crime
of which nobody could really think you guilty.... What
does the title of empress mean to me, if I am accused of
a crime that even the basest of women would abhor?
Unhappy are those who breathe the air of the court.
The wisest of people are not secure from storms in that
harbor. There even a calm is dangerous. But why blame



the court? Can that be the cause of my being suspected
of parricide?...

Tell me, why should I plot against your life? To
plunge myself into ® a worse fate? That’s not likely.
What hopes could induce me to build upon your
downfall? I know that the lust for empire often corrupts
the laws of nature; that justice has no sword to punish
those who offend in this way; and that ambition
disregards wrong so long as it succeeds in its aim....
Nay, to what deity could I turn for absolution after I
had committed so black a deed? ...

What difficulties have I not surmounted to crown
your brow with laurels? But I insult your gratitude by
reminding you of my services. My innocence ought not
to defend itself but to rely wholly on your justice.

Farewell.
incessantly adv FHfiits induce v {24
endure v B lust n 8K
procure v Bli§ nay = no
agony n & deity n %3
anguish n R absolution n #$
abhor v &R surmount v %R
parricide n ® (& * K¥) laurels n &5 ; R#&
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® 1- You (fr30) B#EAHER » RHRY  WE -
Don’t you know, my son...?
Do you forget that nine full months / carried you in my womb and
nourished you with my blood?

# %17 (rhetorical questions) : — i 53 [al 1 » 1€ 1F B KE BE T
RIRCI) > H A TEAR 8 A = ST [m] o e 25
But why blame the court? / Can that be the cause of...parricide? /
Why should I plot against your life? / What hopes could induce
me to build upon your downfall? / to what deity could I turn...?
What difficulties have I not surmounted...?



® I = FH ORI A C LA AR BOR
Unhappy Agrippina! you are suspected of a crime ...
® 21 M o 2 (superlative) fESRA
the basest of women / the wisest of people
® IR Y 16 1R R IEAS R R R
grief GEA%) ;5 pain Gi&) ; agony (BRI o —— P RO
i) ; anguish (L> 22 I 7 ~ BUEK)
iR iX 2295 7 > ] T so acute and unbearable that...

1918 & 1F

© Our love is...fed by that tenderness | I..nourished
you with my blood...

GE is fed by... f# "B #45 (%45 - AR)" ¢ is nourished with
fR“B--1BE  EFE - EBREEDNN o AILA sth is fed by love,
fed by greed, fed by hatred : sth is nourished with love,
with care & o

Children nourished with love usually grow up to be positive
and optimistic. IAZMEBHILERKATED /IR - TR -
Fed by greed, he began to receive bribes. &SI « fhFF 1G4
HRWK ©

(z® fed up (withsb/sth) Nfig"CIEA/ S ZHBT - TG T" :
I am fed up with exam drills. #XZ RG] ZHT -
The people are fed up with lying politicians. A4 15 17 &9 B &40
BT e



@ You are suspected of a crime...

suspect sb of sth i “FEE X AM T HE" :
The police suspected him of shoplifting. B 75 5EfIE T & 44
suspect sth NIfF "R EY"
| suspect his honesty. %&b &9 8{z ©
suspect that-clause HIESRERE « AIfE “TREER " + thAlfiR
REE|ZT
She suspects (that) he is a hacker. thiFEEMtLENEER “BE" o
| suspect (that) you are right. &S REXIA ©
suspect AI{ERTE  EFE ST - R BEAY
The police found their suspect for the murder. 5% 7185 %
HEEIL ©
©® To plunge myself into a worse fate?
plunge into/ to fi# 2% « EEEMH /1R B into —

RRAME " AR 3 2R AR R OB - M to MHRE 5%
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The car plunged into a ravine. TEHEZAE o

The man plunged to his death by jumping from the top of the
building. B FHEMPT @ BEEHT -

The city was plunged into total darkness owing to a power failure.
HTENHE - £WBEARE—F -

The stock market plunged to an all-time low in the wake of the
economic crisis. lXMEBE L Tl 2RERFHES -



E Saint Jerome to a Friend

I shudder when I think of the calamities of our time.
For twenty years the blood of Romans has been shed daily
between Constantinople and the Alps. Scythia, Thrace,
Macedon, Thessaly, Dacia, Achaea, Epirus — all these
regions have been sacked and pillaged by Goths and Alans,
Huns and Vandals. How many noble and virtuous women
have been made the sport @ of these beasts! Churches
have been overthrown, horses stalled in the holy places,
the bones of the saints dug up and scattered.

Indeed, the Roman world is falling; yet we still hold
up our heads instead of bowing them. The East, indeed,
seemed to be free from these perils; but now, in the year
just past, the wolves of the North have been let loose
from their remotest fastnesses, and have overrun great
provinces. They have laid siege to Antioch, and invested
cities that were once the capitals of no mean @ states.

Non mihi st linguae centum sint oraque centum,

Ferrea vox, omnes scelerum comprendere formas,

Omnia poenarum percurrere nomine possim.*

Well may we be unhappy, for it is our sins that have
made the barbarians strong; as in the days of Hezekiah,
so today is God using the fury of the barbarians to
execute His fierce anger. Rome’s army, once the lord of
the world, trembles today at sight of the foe.



Who will hereafter believe that Rome has to fight
now within her own borders, not for glory but for life?
and, as the poet Lucan says, “If Rome be weak, where
shall strength be found?”

And now a dreadful rumor has come to hand. ©®
Rome has been besieged, and its citizens have been
forced to buy off their lives with gold. My voice cleaves
to my throat; sobs choke my utterance. The city which
had taken the whole world captive is itself taken.
Famine too has done its awful work.

The world sinks into ruin; all things are perishing
save our sins; these alone flourish. The great city is

shudder v FEMR siege n EA

calamities n W3 Antioch MIATHE - #SLEHER
Constantinople SRt EHE# - invest [IH] v 2 » &8

S & FAE R (Istanbul) mean adj /M8 ; BMH
Scythia...Epirus #FBFEENEA o =R
B EATRREAMGS - BH- Vgl 70.19 BC) HABSI LB PR
BRF¥S - TEASFBRIBX (Aeneid) #M%625F62747

sack v ¥ Hezekiah % ABEZE (7152-687? BC)
pillage v B hereafter adv itiE

Goths HE8 A —X Lucan ZF0iF A (39-65 AD)

Alans HABEMNRUR M X R % besiege v ER

Huns @%A cleave v &

Vandals BB 8% utterance n Ei#

stall v B captive n #{Z¥

peril n fEf& famine n fli%

fastness n &R perish v Xt

overrunv &4



