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PREFACE

Mo Zi lived in an age which witnessed radical so-
. cial changes. So he saw with his own eyes that the rul-
ers of the states, vying for the vanity of a victor and
the spoils of war, frenziedly launched aggressive wars
upon each other at the expense of massive manpower
and material resources. Besides, they forced the la-
boring people to perform strenuous corvee and pay
heavy taxes to satisfy their extravagant needs.
Inevitably, these resulted in social upheavals and the
poverty of the people. Of humble and poor origin,
Mo Zi experiecced in person the sufterings of the peo-
ple. So he was resolved to fight for “ the promotion of
the gains of all the people and their exemption form
all losses. ” Therefore, he initiated the school of
Mohism, the key propositions of which include the
“Exaltation of the Worthy, " the “ Identification with
the Superior “, the ” Universal Love, ” the “ Censure
on War, ” the “ Practice of Economy, ” the
“ Simplization of Funeral Rites, ” the “ Reproach on
Music, ” the “ Censure on Fatalism, ” “ the Will of
Heaven,” the“ Truth about the Demons, ”and so on.
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To put his doctrines into practice, Mo Zi'led his disci-
ples and travelled to the states, trying to “ convince
the rulers and enlighten the populace, ” He exerted
himself so much that he could “ seldom sit long
enough to warm his seat, ” that “ his kitchen chimney
had never become black, ” that “ he was injured from
head to feet, ” and that “ he went to bear the sword
and step on fire, ” thus having won wide respect from
the masses of the people and being regarded by them
as a legendary hero. Mo Zi’s noble character was far
above those of Confucius and Lao Zi, and left those
of the philosophers of the Pre—Qin period too inferior
to bear comparison. Hence, he exerted extremely fine
influence on the tradition of the Chinese nation.

To carry on and develop the valuable heritage of
Mohism, the First National Symposeum on Mohism
was held. at Tengzhou City in June, 1991, under the
spon, sorship of the Tengzhou Municiple Govern-
ment and Shandong University. The experts and
scholars present at the symposeum unanimously main-
tained, “ In the history of ideology and civilization,
the position of Mohism not only surpasses that of any
school or sect of thought of anciect China, but also
surpasses that of any school and sect of thought of an-
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cient Greece. It is the honor and pride of the Chinese
nation, ” They further held that the practical and ef-
fective reforms advocated by Mo Zi, such as “ exalta-
tion of the worthy and employment of the able, ”

“ broadening sources and reducing expenditure, ”and
“all exertions in work, "as well as his selfless devotion
illustrated by the saying to promote the gains of all
the people and to exempt them from all losses” and
by his spirit of defying any formidable forces and cho-
osing to rick his life are all worth being inherited in a
critical way. MoZi “ stood for universal love and op-
posed discriminate love, ” and advocated perfect
impartiality and benefiting others at the expense of
oneself. Even today, such teachings of his continue to
have most profound and practical significence. Espec-
ially, his idea of “ Censure on War” for the purpose of
upholding peace and opposing aggression even plays
a more important role in keeping international order
and world peace today. Hence, it is indeed a necessity
for today’s world to carry forward the essence of
Mohism. Unfortunately, however, the book Mo Zi is
too difficult for the general reader. To make the bril-
liant ideas of Mo Zi knovn to as many people as possi-
ble, some enthusiasts from this city have managed to
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select from the book Mo Zi more than 190 of his fa-
mous sayings, and have had them translated into mod-
ern Chinese, English and Japanese, as an offer to the
reader. Indeed this is a work of great significance and
worth our recommendation. With the completion of
the work, I was asked to write a preface. Now I have
exerted myself and finished it, as an expression of my
gratification and appreciaiiono

Fu Chao,

May or of Tengzhou City

January 19, 1992
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