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This album consists of one hundred and forty-four brilliant calli-
graphic works of eighteen contemporary outstanding calligraphers in
China,eight from each, with their photographs, signitures, and seals. Brief
introductions are given about their lives and works both in English and
Japanese in addition to Chinese.

These eighteen outstanding calligraphers have their profound under-
standings of the art of calligraphy and done great creative work in their
artistic practice respectively. They have carried on past traditions of
calligraphy, studied the contemporary arts of calligraphy, and formed
unique styles of their own in the art of calligraphy. Their brilliant works,
which represent the greatest achievements in the contemporary art of
calligraphy in China, are very famous both at home and abroad.

Mr. Zhao Pu-chu wrote the title for this album and Mr. Chu Tunan
wrote an inscription for it.
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PREFACE

This album is a collection of the best works of eighteen
best-known calligraphers, who have made great achievements to
the art of calligraphy in this century and, therefore, enjoyed
highest prestige. Among these outstanding calligraphers, two of
them, Mr. Wu Yuru and Mr. Lin Sanzhi, two masters of
contemporary calligraphy in china have already passed away.
We feel strongly that we owe them a debt if we do not compile
an album displaying to the world their brilliant Chinese
calligraphy, for we understand that a person can not resist
natural laws and mav eventually die, but his achievements and
spirits should always be with us.

This album do not mean to make any comparisons between
these famous calligraphers and truly there is no way to compare
them, just as Beijing opera fans find no ways to compare Ma
Lian-liang with Tan Fuying (two previous famous actors of
Beijing opera). However, we would like to extend our hearty
thanks to those who gave us their kind support and help. It 1s
very difficult to imagine that we were able to complete the
preparation work as planned for the publication of this album
within less than two months without their generous help. Our
special thanks are to Mr. Lin Changwu, son of Mr. Lin Sanzhi,
the most famous calligrapher of Caoshu (rapid cursive style of
writing) of contemporary times in China. He gave us a warm
welcome when we called at his home and showed us the
calligraphy works of his late father. He not only kindly allowed
us but also helped us to take pictures of those wonderful works.

Most of the calligraphers whose works have been selected
in this album are seniors over sixty years old. They are worthy
of the reputation as “ contemporary outstanding calligraphers
of China”. However, this album is by no means an exhaustive
one including all the brilliant works of all the outstanding
calligraphers of our era. Besides, like the waves of the Yangtze
River surging forward one after another, there is a whole new
generation of brilliant young calligraphers grown up. They have
devoted themselves to the art of calligraphy and made their
contributions to the development of it. They are like
newly-appearing stars sparkling in the evening sky. Because of
the time and space limit, nevertheless, we could afford to
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include in this album the calligraphy works of only two of the
remarkable young calligraphers. The selected works in the
album are arranged in accordance with the ages of the
calligraphers from the seniors to juniors, so as to reflect the
Chinese tradition of respecting the elders.

We are greatly indebted to Mr. Zhao Puchu, who kindly

. wrote the title for this album; to Mr. Chu Tunan, who kindly

wrote an inscription for it; to Mr.Chu Zhuang, vice Chairman of
the China Union for the Promotion of Democracy (CUPD), and
Mr. Rong Guansheng, member of the CUPD, who have offered
us a lot of help.

We are very grateful to Mr.Zhang Shouyi, senior editor of
the People “ Literature Publishing House” and deputy director
of the Association of Chinese Books Decoration, who kindly and
readily undertook the designs for the album. Because of his
creative work, this album appears classical, graceful, dignified,
and tasteful. We hope that the reader will like it.

We are also very grateful to Mr. Xing Runze, responsible
editor of this album, who has worked extremely hard and done
excellent work in spite of tireness and difficulty.

We shouldn’t forget Mr. Song Zhaowu and Madame Li
Lanfen who poured in large amount of vigour to this album.

Mr.Ge Yingzhang did English translation for the album and
Ms.Shinobu Kiritoshi and Ms. Midori Kashiwagi did the
Japanese translation. We take this opportunity to thank them
all. '

This album came into being in August 1990.

The compiler
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Xiao Lao, born in 1896, is from Meixian County, Guangdong Province. He began
learning calligraphy when young. At first he copied the models written by Shi Gu and
Yan Zhenging and later he made a deep study of "The Introduction To The Yan Ta
Sacred Instructions™ by Chu Suiliang and “The Tablet To Yunhui General Li Sixun” by
L1 Yong. He merged the two styles together and made a unique style of his own and his
calligraphy works look firm, powerful, delicate and unrestrained. He put his heart into
the study of large-siged characters in his eighties, which made his calligraphy grand,
magnificent, precipitous and graceful and win a good reputation.

He has attained nearly to perfection in his masterpieces of poetry and series of books,
such as "Qi Yu Collection™ and “Cao Jian Collection”, etc.. _

He is now honorary member of the council of the Association of Chinese
Calligraphers (ACC) and researcher of the Central Academy of Culture and History, ete..
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