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Lais than a generation after appéarance of Die
Ie'don des jungen Werther in 1774 Chirese paint-

Ings of Werther and Lotte found their way to
Holstein in northern Germany. It is hard to say
just how sigaificant this event is as an indication of
china’s relation to Goethe a century and more ago.
Ceriainly knowlcdge of Goethe’s becok had reachel
China, but no ore has venture to guess the extent
of its influence. For five generations Goethe has
leen oa China’s horizon, although perhaps only a$
the edge, but now with tha rise of an awakened
China a new and deeper nterest in Geethe and pare
ticularly the young Geethe appears. .n itsspiritual
me:zning this interest is symbolice Here wasa man
with a marvelous wesalth of resources within him-
relf and in his age. Here was a man whose relent.
less salf-Giscipline finally brought him to leadership
incontemporary thought and life. China’s situation
and opportunities res mble those of Goethe The
wealth ¢f “hina’s resources is only vaguely realized.
The spirit of the age favors development and grpwth
in every direction. May this new China find a frui-
tion comparable to Goethe’s |
Archer Taylor
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Ein jeglicher muss seinon Helden wihlen,
Dem er die Wege zum Olymp hinauf

S.ch nacharbeitet.

Gosthe’s Ophigenie
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