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"GUILIN

The scenery of Guilin has been called the finest under heaven. Situated in
the northeast of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, Guilin City is South
China’s shining pearl, with verdant mountains, elegant waters, magnificent
crags and fantastic caverns.

Guilin is a famous historic and cultural city with a history of over 2,000
years. Since the Xiang Prefecture (present Guilin) was established in the Qin
Dynasty (221-206 B. C. ), Guilin has become a key city for economic and cul-
tural exchanges between southern and northern China. In the Song Dynasty
(960-1279) Guilin was known far and wide, and many temples, pavilions and
steles of that period can be found at scenic spots in and around Guilin. In this
century, Guilin has gradually developed into a political and cultural center of
southwest China.

Guilin is surrounded by peaks. Most of the peaks rise out of the flat
ground and resemble jade bamboo shoots, swords and spears. The clear Li-

jiang River flows from northeast to southeast like a jade ribbon meandering



past Guilin. Along the river there are many fascinating hills of various shapes
including the Folded Brocade Hill (Diecaishan), the Wave Curbing Hill (Fu-
boshan), the Seven-Star Hill (Qixingshan) and the Elephant Trunk Hill (Xi-
angbishan).

Guilin’s peculiar landforms have been created by nature, the master
craftsman. Much of Guilin’s geological structure is composed of limestone,
and through long years of weathering and erosion by wind and rainfall, many
precipitous peaks and deep caverns have been created.

Boating on the picturesque Lijiang River, one sees the spectacular hills
meandering and undulating along the river. The green hills are reflected in the
limpid water, just like a beautiful landscape painting. An ancient poem de-
scribing this area says: “The river is a green silk ribbon, and the hills are jade
hair-pins. ” Flowing from north to south, the Lijiang River runs through
Guilin and connects it with Yangshuo. The 83-km-long waterway from Guilin
to Yangshuo is a famous gallery of landscape painting.

In the scenery of Guilin, Yangshuo is like the eye of a painted dragon,
bringing it all to life. Yangshuo County is situated among proudly erect peaks
which look like a world of green lotus and jade bamboo shoots. Here the
limpid water, verdant pinnacles and hillocks, and spectacular caverns compose
a captivating tableau.

As a tourist destination second to none in China, Guilin will surely con-

tinue to attract ever more visitors from home and abroad.
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Sketch Map of the Scenic Spots
along the Lijiang River
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SketchMap ofghe Seenic Spots in Guilin City

' P L ]

bk

Guilin City
L
Qifeng Town
2
- Caoping
Crown Crag
*btﬂ W (?ER k‘
Yangdi ‘ave-like Roc]
“ STy L
A Mural Hill

sormald ) WL
Yellow Cloth Shoal ) #8 Chaohu Hill

A

N
p Xingping

Bamboo Shgot Peak
p4 i3
Longsheng
wERELL Yangshuo
Xilang Hill ‘ “
i kb
Jinbao p, Lot
ey tus Peak
LT i
Rongyin Ancient Ferry  Gaotian

3 A L
Bright Moon Mountain




Wondrous Guilin scenery.
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The moutains of Guilin.
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First rays of morning sun over Guilin.

FE R SR







10

A bird’s-eye view of Guilin

Lying on the banks of the Lijiang River in the northeast of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Re-
gion, Guilin City covers an area of 54 sq km, and has a population of 300,000. Within the city,
the green mountains hold the transparent waters in their embrace, forming a charming scene.
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Wave Curbing Hill
(Fuboshan)

Situated in the north-
east of Guilin City and
skirted by the Lijiang
River to the east, the
hill rises abruptly with
pavilions and caverns.
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Precious Pagoda Hill (Baotashan)
On the west bank of the Xiaodongjiang River in the southeast of Guilin, this hill is topped with a seven-
story brick pagoda.
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Mountain Folded Brocade (Diecaishan)

Located in the north of Guilin City where the rocks on the hill are spetacularly formed, layer upon lay-
er. like piled and folded brocade. The hill is crowned with the Snatching Cloud Pavilion (Nayunting)
and the Scenery Pavilion (Fengjingge).
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Yuyue Hill (Yuyueshan). The Yuyue

The southeast peak of the Mountain Folded Brocade is called
re the peaks of Guilin are like a

Pavilion (Yuyueting) atop it is the best place to view the scenery whe
large jade screen.
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Elephant Trunk Hill (Xiangbishan)

Located at the confluence of the Peach Blossom River (Tachuajiang) and the Lijiang River in the south
of Guilin, this hill is one of the most famous peaks in Guilin. The hill looks like a drinking elephant
with its trunk in the river. The reflection of the space between the elephant’s trunk and body resembles
a bright moon in the water, and is called Water Moon Hole (Shuiyuedong).
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