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Shanxi has a very long history. On the bank of the
Yellow River, it was our forefathers who had first lit up the
torch of civilization, surviving in the Stone Age lasted over
one million years. Having undergone the test of the Bronze
and Iron Ages, they had their footprints embedded eter-
nally in the history of Chinese civilization.

The history of science and technology in Shanxi is a
vivid reflection of unbroken Chinese civilization. From the
stone artifacts in Xihoudu to the Bingzhou scissors which
were popular for nearly 1000 years throughout China, we
can see the cleverness of our forefathers. The advanced
bronze and iron smelting made Shanxi the richest in the
country. Early in the Shang Time, there was Banzhu, the
rammed wall, invented by Fu Yue. Today the ancient
buildings from the Tang and Song scattering all over
Shanxi are still in good condition. As early as in the War-
ring States in the State of Zhao the great wall had already
been built, and the last remain of the great wall built
during the Qing Dynasty has still existed in Shanxi. Our
ancestors’ brilliant creations covered all field in science and
technology including arithmetic, astronomy, and geogra-
phy.

Today all these historical treasures are still informative
and send forth eternal glamour. Either the world — famous
cultural remains on the ground, or the amazing historical
relics unearthed and the countless treasures of civilization
that lost among the people tell the stories of science that
took place long ago on this very ancient land.
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