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FOREWORD

This book is the product of the major resgarch
project of the seventh five-year-plan entrusted jointly by
the Academic Degrees Committee under the State Council
.and the Commission of National Education, P R ,C, Some
-chapters of this book, after having been examined and
.approved by a group of prestigious scholars and experts
in China, were submitted as my Master thesis tq the
Dirssertation Defencé Committee in June 1989 and were
highly praised by all the Committee members, Since then,
1 have made further explorations both in depth and width
-of this theme.« having adjusted the original structure,
gdded three new chapters, renewed some viewpoints,.
augmented reference materials and énriched all the conte-
nts, Thus, I have finished this book as my first comp-
lete academic monograph, ; g .

The academic degree system, being a composition of
higher education, has been playing an important comple-
mentary and promotive past .in the development. and
perfection of higher gducation;: To comply with the diffe-
rent requirements. of society and higher education . far
-qualified personnel in egch Ristorical - stage, the degre
s_ysteni, having unceasingly been making its form and
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content adjusted and varied, has effectively promoted the
training, the uniformty and the standardizaticn of the
qualified personnel at all levels in higher education, Now,
the academic degree system has formalized a relatively
independent and cémpl'e!te. é&sfe‘m_ Its*i role has been gen-
erally acknowledged and accepted by most countries in
the world and this System s universally practised,’

“C 'In history, the stdges of social development and
higher ‘education in different countries did’ ndl‘."keep' in step
with eadh’ other due to the unbalance “of their socief,’
‘econothic, political, cultural and scientific development,
which lead to the disuniformity and unstandardization of
the form-and content of thé degres systems in- different
countries, Since the modern ‘degree system was first bcr
in Germany in the 19th centry, the Americari and Rusc-
ian degree systems have proved to ~be the most opp-
osite two in the world, The origins and th: natures of
thé two degree systems wers shown "to be completely
contrary from their very beginning, Further, the two
countries have evolved into widely different social-econo=-
mic formations, political systems---~the capitalist ve_ the
‘socialist; economic Systems--- the marketing vs, the
planning, administrative systems<---the decentralized vs_
-centralized, These have made the two degres systems advance
along different tracks and have takeh the shapes of exis~
ting degree systems with respective characteristics, Today,
as both the U.S_A_ and the U .S S R _hold high interna-
‘tional $tanding and play very important roles in the
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world, both their -degree systems exert the greatest
influence on other countries and you may- sec a great
numder of countries model their own degree Ssystems on
‘the U S A /s or the U S SR ’s or on both_Thereforé,
to study the history and presence of the degree systems
in the U S A _and the U_S S R _helps to explore the
-common law of the development of the world’s degree
system

we began to constuct the Chinese  academic degree
system much late_Both before and after liberation, efforts
were made for this prupose, but all these efforts were
‘proved to be in vain due to various abstructions, In
February 1980,the Standing Committee of the National
people’s Congress passed and promulgated <« Regulations
-of the People’s Republic of China on Academic Degrees >,
‘which  symbolized the - official establishment of
the chinese academic degree system, Owing to ten
year’s efforts,the Chinese academic degree system, having
seen a rapid developement, has grown out of nothing
into a socialist academic degree system with the Chinese
characteristics , » . _

Compared with the developed countries, the history
of Chinese academic degree system is much shorter, The
Chinese academic degree system, being still at the stage
-of construction, has a great deal to be amended .and
improved, It is necessary to investigate, to explore .the
common law and special law of the development - of the
2cademic degree systems in differnt countries and then to
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make the.d comipared in order to help to develop ahd to
improve our acadernic degree system,

It is both of theoretical and practical significance
to have chosén the U S A and the U, S, S R, who have
the greatest influence both on the world’/s academic degree:
system and ours as the object of study, For a long time,.
the academic world at home and abroad has shown gréat
interest in the comparison of the academic degree systems
in the U ;S A, and the U,S,S R, But there is still a
lack of systematically comparative studies of this topic,
therefore, the reseatcher’s viewpoints of some problems
have proved to be far from agreement with each other
This book is trying to make a more detailed and system-
atical exploration and compatison of &1l levels and aspecis
of the degree systems inthe U S A andtheU S S R from
the historical, political, economic, demographic and sta-
tistical points of view in an attempt to find commonali-
ties and differences,

This book (including attachéd charts, notes, appen-
dixes and main reference) is composed of about
400,000 Chiness characters and is divided into &
chapters, The first chaptét made ad investigation and
description of the origin and evolutioh of the degtree
system in the world, and then compared the nature and
charateristics of the ancient and modern degree systems;
the second one dissected the birth and development, hist-
ory and presence of the académic degtee systembé in the
U, S A .and the U S SR, and then made an analysis
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and comparison of the different social factors which have
been influencing the development of their respective degree
systems, As a result, I have presented new . viewpoints
on some problems, the historical originalities, the nature
and formation of the degree systems.in the two countries,
The third chapter has introduced the academic requirements
of the degrees awarded at all levels in the U,S A, and
the U S S R, and, using the methods of qualitative and
quantitative analysis, made first in China the all-side
and exhaustive comparison of the zcademic standards and
the equivalence of their degrees awarded at all levels,

finally reached a convncing conclutiony The fourth
<hapter has made an analysis of the functions,the limits
-of the authorities and the roles of the organizations of
all kinds and levels in the degree-administrative structures
and their respective processing status in the U, S A  and
the U S, S.R.in the light of the difference of their gove-
rnment administratve systems, furthermore, made a
comparison and contrast of the similarities and dif-
ferences which are provcd to be suited to different coun-
tries; The fifth chapter has made a carefy] and ample
analysis, demonstration and comparison of the changes
and the formative laws of the level-structures and the
field-of-study-structures of academic degrees awarded
in the U S A and the U, S S R, in the light of the
-difference of the levels of their. social-economic develo-
pment, industrial structures, scientific and technological
development, population changes, public values and pol-



itical lines and so on (with more than 20 attached charts
provided) , The sixth chapter has given a comprchensive
introduction and treatment of the history and presence,
the academic requirements of the degrees awarded at all
levels, the administration structure, the level-structure
and the field-of-study-structure of the degree system in
China, It has also made a preliminary comparison of
China on some problems with the U S_A and the US S,
R.and in view of the above stated put forward some
suggestrons for our reference so as to further improve
our degree system, Th: appendixes [, [, T have
provided respectively the names of key universities, the
names and the abbreviations of the degrees awarded at all
levels in the U S A,, the U S.S.R, and the P.,R.C,,
« Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies,
Diplomzas ard Degrees in Higher Education in Asia and
the Pacific» (All they are provided with English,Russian
and Chinese translations,); the appendix N gives you
« Regulations of the People’s Republic of China on
Academic Degrees »and « Fovisional Measures for the
Implementation of the Regulations of the People’s Rep-
ublic of China 01 Academic Degrees» (All they are pro-
vided with English translation,); the appendix V presents:
« The Statutes of Taiwan Province of China on Conferring:
Academic Degrees » and « The Detailed Rules for the:
Execution of ths Statutes of Taiwan Province of China
on Conferring Academic Degrees ) ,

This book is my first academic monograph of the
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