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Summary

The thesis is a systematic researching result of rice plough in Yunnan, con-
sists of Introduction and four chapters. The reasons why we did the research are
directly narrated in the summary, along with the related researching methods, ac-
ademic value and reality significance.

In the first chapter, along with probing into the origin of agriculture and rice
- plough, it was narrated in details the status of Yunnan in the cultural research
about rice — plough in Asia, setting “ Assam the theory of rice$ origin in Yunnan”
as the analyzing background. The convincible arguments that Yunnan is one of
the original sites of rice — plough are in seeking from many aspects such as the
mythical legend of the origin of corn, plant genetics, archaeology, ethnics, lin-
guistics etc.

In the second chapter, with the running and enaction of Center Chinas dy-
nasties in Yunnan in the background, as well as the productive activities of vari-
ous ethnic communities in Yunnans history, by stages, history investigation of
rice — plough in Yunnan was done longitudinally, by following the two main
lines, the evolution of productive tools used in rice — plough and the development
of irrigation and irrigation works.

In the third chapter, by engaged in the evolution of the farming technology
in rice — plough from bare — handed farming to elephant, cattle and other live-
stock ~ serviced farming, from spade - like plough to hoe — plough and at last de-
veloping into cattle — plough and suchlike several phases, the abundant connota-
tion of rice — plough in Yunnan was showed wholly with one productive cycle of
rice - plough as principal axis, by emphasized in doing one by one researching
into the productive tools” pedigree and the technology of irrigation of rice — plough
as well as the 8 productive technology aspects in the productive process of rice —

plough such as the preparation of cultivation, the choose of resources of rice
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seed, the rice seedlings breeding and seeding on dry land, the organization and
modes of planting seedlings, fertilization, the weeding and pest prevention during
cultivation, protection in autumn, harvest and storage etc.

Rice — plough and farming is not only a system of productive technology, but
also a system of sacrifice and belief. So, in the fourth chapter, we did a whole
investigation into the various sacrifice rites which are inherited from the peoples in
Yunnan who started them from the preparation of cultivation to the harvest and
storage phases, by sorting them into the pre — celebrating rite of year praying, rite
of seeding and seedling plant, rite of growth process, rite of harvest and so on.
Then did systematic elucidation of the belief system and the jinn pedigree of rice
- plough and farming, which centers on the deities of heaven, earth, corn,
mountain, water, ancestry, cattle, reflected in the activities of various sacrifice.
At last, concluded the attribute and characteristic of the sacrifice of rice — plough

and farming in Yunnan.
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