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Abstract

How many is ‘very many’? How little is ‘very little’?
We often have no standard answer for questions like these.
Fuzzy linguistics aims to explain this kind of fuzziness,
which is also the theme of this book.

This book discusses a wide range of issues. It has
eleven articles written in Chinese or English including parts
of the author’s MA dissertation and Ph. D. thesis. It be-
gins with an introduction to fuzzy linguistics and its further
direction, then discusses word fuzziness, sentence fuzzi-
ness, variability, the ways of dealing with fuzziness in
teaching Chinese as a second language and formalization of
fuzzy meaning, etc. The book finishes with an article
which differentiates the concepts of fuzziness, vagueness,
generality and ambiguity. The new claims and methods in
this book are significant in both a theoretical and practical
sense.

This book is written for readers who are interested in
linguistics and other related subjects. It is also suitable for

tertiary teachers and students with relevant backgrounds.
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Preface

Although linguists tend to pursue precision, the reality
is that there is no standard height for ‘a tall person’ and
this kind of phenomenon is pervasive in natural languages.
Fuzzy linguistics differs from traditional linguistics, it ex-
plains linguistic fuzziness using non — standard methodolo-
gy. For example, the meaning of the term ‘a tall person’
can be represented by membership, say 1. 68 metres is
90% of ‘a tall person’, 1. 88 metres is 100%. .

The development of fuzzy linguistics is important to
linguistics. Started in the 60s, it has grown rapidly and its
achievement is considerable. Fuzzy linguistics is based on
L. A. Zadeh’s fuzzy set theory. It does not follow tradi-
tional all—or—none trends, but provides an effective plat-
form in dealing with numerous fuzzy linguistic phenomena.
Fuzzy linguistics not only meets the need of natural lan-
guage, but also tackles unsolved problems in formal lan-
guage. Adopting the fuzzy set theory into linguistic re-
search opens a new horizon and solves problems that a tra-
ditional method cannot solve.

Fuzzy linguistics combines the knowledge of modern
science and social science. That is, it is a new inter —disci-
pline. Fuzzy linguistics contributes to the development of
linguistics and modern new technology. In recent years,

o —



more and more people began to pursue research in this re-
gard.

The author has been doing research on fuzzy linguistics
for years. This book selects her eleven papers, and those
papers published before have been revised for this publica-
tion. It is written in a clear and non—technical style, and is
substantial in content. Based on Chinese and English exam-
ples, this book discusses fuzzy linguistics in a wider range
and at different levels.

I am indebted to the editor Ms Lijie Hou, Professor
Tieping Wu and Professor Yuxian Fu for their help and
support. [ also would like to express my gratitude to the
following people who have helped me in many ways over
the years: Professor Jiefeng Dong, Professor Tian Jiang,
Professor Gengjun Li, Professor Huanian Gao, Professor
Guoquan Ye, Professor Tianji Huang, Professor Peizhuang
Wang, Professor Yutian Wang, Professor Rong Han, Pro-
fessor Shaoging Li, Professor Tuyun Chen, Professor
Shenggui Hong, etc. Finally, very special thanks must be
given to my family, especially my father Shimin Zhang, my
mother Lanyin Zhang, my husband Zhigang Guan, my sis-
ter Ying Zhang, my daughter Anne Xiaoqiao Guan and my

niece Jiachun Dai for their much needed assistance.

Author
March15,1998
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