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Ping Yao, an ancient city, is the outstanding example of Chinese Han nationality

cities during Ming and Qing Dynasties,remaining all features of such periods.

The ancient city of Ping Yao reveals a picture of unexpected cultural, social,

economic and religious development in Chinese histoy.

—— World Heritage Committee of UNESCO
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UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

CONVENTION CONCERNING
THE PROTECTION OF THE WORLD
CULTURAL AND NATURAL

' | { {HERITAGE>

The World Heﬁt&é;z Committee
has inscribed
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Inscription on this List confirms the exceptional
and universal value of a cultural or
natural site which requires protection for the benefit
of all humanity

DATE OF INSCRIPTION

¢ Oucember 1997

DIRECTOR-GENERAL
OF UNESCO
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The ancient city of Pingyao is an outstanding example of Chinese
citics of Han cthnicity; it is a sample in kind of ancient Chinese residential
buildings; it is 2 multi-element carrier of the Oriental arts; it is the birth-
place of Shanxi merchants and money exchange shops.The ancient city
of Pingyao takes on a modern look of history and culture. The ancient city

of Pingyao belongs to Shanxi, so does it to China and the world as well.
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In the morning, smoke is curling upward from kitchen chimneys, Beside the Northern Cire
Grate stands a high city tower, and red lanterns are swinging slightly on the poles. The siraighe

city walls and the wavy mamians are extending [orward aliar and gradually integrating into the

Erey MOrning mists. 15 Pingyvao, an ancient and beanoful oy

The ancient city of Pingvao is situated on the east bank of the middle reaches of the Fenhe

River, which runs across the south of the Taiyuan Basin of Shanxi Province, The ancient ety

is bt kilometers northeast away from the country’s capital Bejing, 543 kilometers west away
from the ancient capital city of Xi‘an, and onlv 94 kilometers away from Shanxi’s provineial
capital of Taivuan. According to the records in the Records of Pingvao County completed in
the eighth vear of Emperor Guangxu period of Qing Dhvnasty | IB82 1. the ancient ity of Pingyao
F1827 BC--

782 BO or Western Zhow’s General Yin Jifu to station troops sent to attack_Jianvou minorities

was initially established during Emperor Xuan's period of Western Zhon Dynas

(known as Niongnu in Qin and Han periods) in the north, and it has a history of 2,800 vears.
The currently well-preserved ancient city walls were laid with bricks and enlarged and recon-
structed on the site of the original walls in the third vear of Ming Dynasty Emperor Hongwu
period (1370

The plane lavout of Pingvao is square in shape. The city is located in the 15 degrees east
and faces o the south, It has one Southern City Gate, two eastern ones, two western ones an
one northern one. The city walls in the east, west and north are even and siraighe, while the
walls in the south were built in the shape of curving lines along the Zhongduhe River. The
entire city 1s in the shape of a tortoise, with the Southern City Gate as its head. The two doors

inside and outside the gate are directly connected with each other, like the twrtoise head stick

ing out. There were originally two wells outside the gate, like the two eves of the tortoise. The
Northern City Gate serves as the tortoise tale, where the external door winds to the cast, like
the tale swinging to the east, The four gates on the eastern and western sides resemble the four
legs of the tortoise. and the external doors of the Upper Western, Lower Western and Upper
Eastern City Gates wind 1o the direction of the Southern City Gate, like the tortoise crawling
with its legs. Omnly the external door of the Lower Eastern City Gate heads eastward. A story is
going around that the ancient people were afraid that the “golden tortoise”™ would crawl away
and therefore pulled straight its left hind leg and tied it to a tower 10 kilometers northeast away
from the city. Thus the tortoise city has been remaining as steadfast as a rock, with peace
cormbining with movement,

The ancient ity walls of Pingyao were constructed in standardized structures, with com-

plete defense facilities including city towers, corner towers, enemy twwers and crenels. The

L



Greneral Mustering Phadorm, the Koising Tower, and the horse roads feading w and from dhe
city walls are ravonally arvanged, Inside the ancient cine there are fonr avennes, cight streets
aned sevenv-two ageageing allevs, with the prmary and the secondary ones heing distinetive.
Looked Trom the sky, the streets and avenues ave like the lines on the worioise back, constitaing
an orderly rransportation network vamibving all over the ciev, Palaces, wmples, monasteries,
stores and firms are wellarranged, The courtvard howses dot the cie like the stars i the sky

and the streets and allevs e alive with people and vehicles, exhibiting s peacetul and harmo-
s atmaosphers,
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