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Editor’s Word

This collection contains some 20 papers, most of which are
contributed to “The First Symposium on the History of Chinese
Linguistics Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of Ma Jianzhong’s
Death” ( Beijing, June 3-4, 2000). The symposium was jointly
organized by the Language Institute of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, the Chinese Department of Peking University, the Center for
Language and Linguistics of Beijing Foreign Studies University, and
hosted by the Research and Development Center of the Foreign Language
Teaching and Research Press (FLTRP).

Ma’s Grammar, the first Chinese grammar book written by a
native scholar, consists of 10 chapters, of which chapters 1-6 appeared
in 1898, while the next year saw the publication of the last four
chapters. The Grammar has since been esteemed as the comerstone of
Chinese grammar and Ma Jianzhong the father of Chinese grammar study
as a modern linguistic subject. During the period 1998-2000, a number
of academic meetings were held to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of Ma’s Grammar and Ma’s death. He was bom in 1845 and died in the
summer of 1900, while working at the request of the government of the
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) to translate an official letter from Russia. He
could have done more; and his early, sudden death was a great loss to
Chinese linguistic circles. Chinese linguistics had developed a tradition
of its own before it came into contact with western linguistics. Based on
the character writing system, the indigenous tradition was divided into
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three fields: ‘wenzi xue’ (the study of characters), °yinyun xue’
( phonology and/or phonetics, mainly historically oriented) , and ‘xungu
xue’ (exegetic semantics) , dealing respectively with the three aspects of
a character — ‘xing’ (shape), ‘yin’ (sound), ‘yi’ (meaning). It
was not until Ma’s Grammar that a new branch “grammar study” was
established. The Grammar has been chewed and digested again and
again ever since its appearance, with its unique place in the history of
Chinese linguistics acknowledged, its merits and demerits analyzed, and
its impact on the later development of Chinese grammar evaluated.

The collection is published also as the first book of our planned
series Beijing Studies in the History of Linguistics. Linguistic
historiography as a special branch of linguistics has existed in China for
some years. As early as in the 1930s, there were already several books
on the history of phonology and semantics, such as Hu Pu’an’s History
of the Study of Chinese Characters (1936), History of Chinese
Semantics (1937), and Zhang Shilu’s History of Chinese Phonology
(1936) . Since Wang Li’s History of Chinese Linguistics (1981), the
first of its kind to deal with the history of Chinese linguistics in general,
a considerable amount of literature on histories of both indigenous and
foreign (mainly western) linguistics has been accumulated. Now that
*history of linguistics’ has been taught at Chinese universities and some
of the linguists more or less specialize in the study of the history of their
subject, it is good time to start a special series to promote the related
studies .

Apart from the Chinese Advisory Board, an International Advisory
Board has been organized. It is hoped that the Beijing Studies in the
History of Linguistics will not limit itself to the study of the history of
China’s own linguistics, but that it will become a forum where Chinese
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linguistic historiographers and their western colleagues can meet and
discuss issues of common interest as well as exchange ideas and
opinions, in this way furthering mutual understanding and establishing
cooperative relations. So far as linguistic historiography is concerned,
there is up to this day scarcely any regular contact between the West and
China. It is high time to end this situation.

To those colleagues and friends who participated in the Symposium
and contributed articles I want to give my personal thanks; to the
FLTRP I am especially grateful for their generous support, both
substantial and spiritual. And my thanks also go to Prof. Peter
Schmitter, who helped organize our International Advisory Board.

May this collection be a small but steady step toward a brighter
future.

Yao Xiaoping
Beijing Foreign Studies University
Oct. 20, 2001
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