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A Comparative Study of Social Studies Between Chinese and Japanese Primary
Schools

Abstract

The nature of a paradigm provides a subject how to resolve problems by establishing the
common faith, core problems and related model or principles. It is in this dissertation that
the theoretical foundations and practical nomms of the paradigms of Social Studies in Chinese
and Japanese primary schools are compared and analyzed based logically on their generation
and growth.

The different models of State — Society relation and the different functions of Knowledge
- Power in social discourse controls determine if the Sociai Studies have their own relatively
independent practical priority and how they fulfill their mission to educate the future citizens
for the society.

It is the dualistic State — Society relationship and co - existence of Nation and Citizen
Japan with the sociai character of Civic Society growth that have the subject of Sociai Studies
to be enforced both officially and non — officially. On one hand, both sides denies the
Japanese imperial (Tenno) ideology, emphasizes human rights, freedom and democracy in
the state reconstructions for which the Social Studies were regarded as the core curriculum.
On the other hand, both sides undertake different discourse in practice so as to reconcile a-
mong knowledge ~ understanding, attitude, aptitude and citizen quality as well as between
the Ethical Aspect of Social Studies and the Democratic Reconstructions. Those make up the
characteristics of the paradigm of the Japanese Social Studies, accounting for the mechanism
of the paradigm transform, reform and sustentation of the Japanese Social Studies.

It is by the interactive, restrictive and harmonious relationship between the official and
non — official sides that the social sciences and sociai epistemology are taken as the theoreti-

cal bases, the pedagogical core of Sociai Studies in Japan being to cultirate citizen quality
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through social understanding and cognitive education. Since children are always encouraged
to play the role, problem — solving leaming is considered as the major method in Social
Studies with the combination of systematic leaming and problem — solving leaming, scientif-
ic social understanding and citizen civic quality cultivation. In the meanwhile, the indepen-
dent development of the pedagogies of Sociai Studies not only helps to institutionalize the re-
lated teachers’ training but also to make more effective use of the knowledge and academic
resources.

Compared to that in Japan, the historically consistent State — Society in China, the
Chinese definition of Citizen and Civillan, and the ethic — centered political and cultural .
ideology are the determinants for the subject of Social Studies to be commanded by the state
educational policy and reformed from the upward with the educational ideal in practice. Ac-
cording to the history of the development of Social Studies in China, both the Social Studies
and Citizen Lessons in Republic of China and the new curriculum entitled Morality and Soci-
ety in present China, the Social Studies have the mission to educate for the civic virtues in
state — individual relationship.

In such context, Social Studies in China take the interactive relationship of Morality
and Society as their core issues and emphasize the ethical aspects instead of the children’s
initiative and ability in discovering and understanding social issues by the way of analysis,
judgment and participation. Consequently, as we lack of the ‘social’ perspective in our
society and culture, the theoretical structure of the Social Studies in our country is bound to
be buried in huge ‘ moral education’ narratives, indicating the backwardness in research. It
fails to scientifically or proactively find its theoretical foundation and position in humanities,
social sciences, social epistemoligy and children’s social cognitive theories.

In the meanwhile, the Social Studies in our country are limited to the educational arena
but lacking independence and authority. Their theoretical paradigm or principle is still im-
mature while they expect the pedagogical outbreak in instruction and text and encourage the
children’s experience, exploration and problem - solving leaming. Furthermore, the
teachers’ training for the Social Studies is not yet institutionalized and the related knowledge
resources are not made more effective use of.

With the conclusion that the paradigm of Social Studies in today’s China is still devel-
oping and facing many puzzles, it is hoped that the comparative study of the Social Studies
between Chinese and Japanese primary schools may provide some theoretical values and argu-
ments for the establishment and advancedevelopment of Morality and Social Studies in China.
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