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PARTY AND STATE LEADER IN WEIFANG
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Song Ping. with warermelon grovwers im0 € hangle,
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Rong Yiren making an inspection tour in Shouzuane,
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Woen Jiaban talking with o vesetable greser in Shonzwang.
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Aou Jiabwa sspects the Shouvoang Vesetablos Wholesale Varket,
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B He mahes an dmvestigation in Weitang,
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g Kudai makes an investigation in Weifung.
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Chen Funsheny nspects cenctable cultivation in Shonguana,
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LEADERS OF THE WEIFANG MUNICIPAL PARTY COMMITTEE, THE MUNICIPAL
PEOPLE'S CONGRESS, THE MUNICIPAL PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT AND THE MUNICIPAL
PEOPLE'S POLITICAL CONSUL TATIVE CONFERENCE DISCUSSING MATTERS OF VITAL

IMPORTANCE CONCERNING FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF WEIFANG




WEIFANG TODAY —
IN CELEBRATION OF THE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNGING OF
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MAKING ALL-ROUND TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD
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The City of Weifang, renowned as the world's kite metropolis, is located in the middle of the Shundong
Peninsula. Fifty years ago with the setting up of Weifang Special Municipality on April 29th, 1948, a new page was
added to the history of Weifang, The past five decades have wimessed earth-shaking changes in the city brought
about through arduows effort of several penerations, The city proper has been expanded from 4 sg.km. 1o 03.3
sg.km. Under its jurisdiction, there are 4 districts, 6 cities and 2 counties, with a total area of 15,860 sq.km. and a
population of 8.27 million. In 1997, the gross national product (GNP) umounted to 71.8 billion yuan RMB. Of its
twelve counties, cities and districts, eleven have attained a moderately high standard of living.

With the undulaiing Taivi Mountain in the south, the vast Changwei Plain in the middle, and the boundless
Bohai Gulf in the north, the City of Weifung enjoys cxceptional advantages in developing farming, animal
husbandry and fishery. It is one of the centralized producing areas of agricultural and sideline products in
Shandong, with the outpur of grain, vegetables, meat and eggs all ranking first in the province, Wetfang is
especially rich in mineral resources, and now 39 metalic and nonmetalic minerals have been proved to have mining
value, There 15 also a vast range of prospects for exploiting oil and natural gas, and China's Targest producing arca
of crude salt and salt chemical buse have already taken shape here.

A city with only handicraft industry in history, Weifung is one of China's modern industrial bases. In 1921, the
first power machine that had ever heen manufactured north of the Yangize River was made in Weifang. Since the
founding of the City of Weifang, there has been sustained development of its industry, and at present an industrial
system has been formed svith wen overmatching industrics including light industry, textile industry, machine building

industry, electronics industry. chemical industry, building materials industry. eto..

and ten overmatching products as
its leading factors. Weifanz is thus acclaimed as Chemical City, Power City, Electronics City and Textile City. There
are 23 categories of products with more than 600 varieties that have a good sale in various places around the world,
and the total volume of industrial economy holds the lead in Shandong Provinee,

In recent years, Weifang has attached great importance to tertiary indostry, and built iself into a "Commercial
and Trading Town on the Shandong Peninsula® within toe framework of centralized service undertakings in
commerce and trade, tourism and recreation, communications and information, and science, technology, culture and
public health.

The city's infrastructural facilities have been constantly improving and a modernized three-dimensional — land,
water and air — communication network has been basically formed. Now Weifang has become one of the areas in
Shandong Province which can afford a liberal supply of electric power. Moreover, the national-level Weifang High-
Tech Industrial Development Zone and the Weifang Biotechnological Development Zone are beginning o take
shape.

Weifang is a well-known historical and cubtural city with unique cultural and tourist resources. The 500 km.-
long tourist route of folk customs”, which is celebrated for its local characteristics, is welcomed by tourists from
home and abroad. Since 1984, Weifang International Kite Festival has been held once a year. which has promoted
Weifang's opening to the outside world. In 1988, Weifang was included in the open economic region on the
Shandong Peninsula, By 1997, the approved foreign-funded projects had added up to 2,294 and the actual utilized
foreign funds had amounted to 2,214 billion US dollars. Weifang has succes

ively established economic, trade and
cultural exchange relations with more than 30 countries and regions and has formed twin cities with Hyuga of
Japun. Freising of Germany, Pueblo of the United States, An'yang of the ROK, and East Gippsland of Australia,
Owing to its fame for kites, Weifang has been chosen as the World's Kite Metropolis, and the general headguarters

of the [nternational Kite Federation is located here.

The past five decades have brought great changes 1o Weifang, Now Weifang, as a socialist modernized city, is
rising in Shandong Province, and the mare than & million Weifang people, dashing and spirited, are marching
towards the 2[5t century.
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