X X B




ol X
A ;%
X\
)
i =
g =
* 'E
i L
ES

o
EENEEAR

-
Mot Haif

&
]
i
o/



|
ze P R LA 4 i & B2

ZINVAE PRI YN

B A B 3 e o o A DU I O e Rl 4
T3 WAL B o L AR A 6P,
1996 - 1 3 1 Hild, EHHFRT B G

REMLTEGENIE) DI gy
R &F PO FFE. 787X 960(ZEHK)1/32
(LB g 335 5 Epgk. 13
) k4% 200335) P, 240 T¥ HH 2
47 AFBEHL R 19977 AB 1R

2. FEBIE LEEITR

HIBY: MMFWEIR R ENK.

1 KEPRY

1—10.000

ISBN 7-80627-177-5/H + 28

EH: 14.00 5T




nEeR=E

AH R« RERMARTIAS » Rua— b, LRI A EMBR,
A RENE ML SRR ARG ERFT BT T 2R K
AR BT RS . IR IR G, M AR 1T TR &
foL, BB S AT AL S 3 44 W, ABOR B 1%
O T D R R, B3 R, T EIESTTE, R
BT YRI@MISRBRE Lis—ERHRREN S, TR
RERHLNAER AL BRI RE A BRTHARR
RiEopBRBKYZ—.



CONTENTS

1. Suicides in the U.S8. A.  «cceveesrsvecaccincnecenses 3
2. The Bank ce-ets-ecevecsrsacmtecaucmreassmananacsasnans §
3. Medical HISUTANCE r++-rretmrrrsresssrrecssrmornsess §
4. Working Women ++--+++seeerrreesenseninnnnnen 1]
Eq!u{tﬁ......................................u..... 237
5. Chinese Americans Today  ««--ccveeemeearrens 17
éEiﬁﬁ%A Ceteiiteiieses s iitiessneneeniaaas Q4D
6. The Iilegal Jobholders in U.S. «cceeererensss 20
BEEWIEEITIE - ovverrerrerenmrnmeannaenens 245
7. Social Parties in Washington «-+cecreeseecenne 22
BB TEEL oo vevvronmennmensrnnrinnnees 247
8. Nepotism in U. S. Congress «s-esrereeeveassaense 24
%%':PE{J*E#?—*% - X
9. Watching Television -+++ssesseseserssrinininians 27
%@,ﬁ, T T |
10- Enjoying the Great Qutdoors r+«recerereereess 20
FBEWPTFINRE - veeveveeersorntensraienne 253



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Weekend in America - 33
XEANEX -ee- 256
The Big Winners -:--- - 36
Home Ownership:A Fading Dream -:<+++:¢ 41
WE—EBT — N EEHANEE e 262
To Live without Working + 45
Stuck on Stickers ssseeresseresisriiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 52
HETHEL -+ 270
Sports and American Values +:ressesereetcenss 56
BENLENE s 273
The American Family -+t +seerecercascnraains 62
%E’ggg veee 278
One-parent Family: The Troubles and the

JOYS ccceciccciiiriiiri e s seeeee 76
BERE BASHRE - -+ 288
Good Drugs, Dangerous Doses - 89
REF8Z5Y, i R - 298
Helping Hands + 95
The Frontier Spirit s+ 102
Catch the Spirit -«-----ccerveees + 105
PR B - 310
“We Did It-—All of Us!” «ereeecceveecinnnens 114
“‘BEMNTFH, KRX—ETFH!” - 318



24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

3s.

36-

37.

Crime Victims Fight Back  c-cecceeeceoeceeees
- 324

FEENR L

A Christmas Miracle ------cc-somooceceeee
FEPBRIZFE -oovorrerromenrrorenmenrrennann,
Crisis in U. 8. Schools  ++--reeeecemcesracnens
===+ 336

XEFHRMEN

Fl'iendships B TR O T T

K-“E crscesessetesesstecasarenssarrnsetenaatnerarsann
What Do Parents Owe Their Children 7 ---

WLHBBIRILEIUT AT oomeemee e eeeenneaens

Heart of a Champion

Raising Money-Wise Kids

Let Kids Be Kids
UBFHEI BT

Arguments on Capital Punishment --------

ETFTFHEIEIR o vveerevrrerenrirrraieienne

Creative Justice et cessenorrccsscrsasastcos s ons

BIBMTE o cooverorrornrrermenriiiiinennes

Computer Crime «--+-ressccserescnicuiennsnn.
AT - ooemrrvvrerenmerernrincinsassneens
- 175
- 366

White-collar Crime

Eﬁmgﬁ cesceresracresaacavsscsnasnsan

Black-Market Babies in U. S, -cceceveceeen.

EENAHRIL
As More Crime Invades the Shopping

121

125
327
136

138
338
142

+ 341
-+ 146
TEEMNI cooverreermermenrnrirssssrensemseenensses
- 151
HRBEMLBHITET oveeveevervrermereremrens
- 159
+ 354

344

348

162

357
165

+ 359

171
363

181

+ 370



38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

Malls =ccesscnccanan

HERFEDNRRESHBRABY P OHHE
Drug Outlaws in OQur National Forests ---
LEERFADHFIRENT oo
They’ re Stealing Our Masterpieces «-++--+
ﬂbfﬂﬁfﬁﬁ{ﬂﬂﬁiﬁ% L P TN
How Bureaucrats Pad Their Pensions ? -+
ERMNBOTRB NN LU weoeeeee e
- 212
== 396
esssesses s 219

Tax’Tax,Spend ,Spend et esbabo st stastnane v

BBBNE . EREEn
Dial “900” For Treuble

-+ 183
- 372

190

- 378

199
385
204
389

401



xR X






1. Suicides in the U. S. A.

Self-inflicted deaths in America last year —those
officially recorded as suicide —claimed the lives of an
estimated 24,400 persons,a record annual total.

Most suicides occur in the urban areas,the high-
est geographical incidence is in the West and men
commit suicide more frequently and violently than
women. Suicide is rising éharply among young peo-
ple. Researchers claim that perhaps 70,000 tc 80,000
young people between the ages of 15 and 24 will at-
tempt suicide in the next twelve months—and 3,500
to 4,000 will succeed.

The over-all suicide rate of 11. 7 per 100, 000 in
the United States is by no means high compared with
other’ countries. It lags behind Hungary’s 33.1 per
100, 000—the world’s highest —as well as a number
of other European nations such as Czechoslovakia’s
24.5 per 100,000, Austria’s 22.3 per 100,000, and
Sweden’s 22 per 100,000.

The Los Angeles Institute for the Study of Self-
Destructive Behavior, which opened in 1958 as the

nation’s first suicide-prevention center,now conducts
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“psychological autopsies” to establish whether death
was accidental or suicidal.

Dr. Calvin Frederick, psychologist with the
investigation work ,explained the generalized cause of
suicide this way ; “Usually, people commit suicide be-
cause they are hapless,helpless,and hopeless. ”

Four to 10 times as many people attempt suicide
as those who actually succeed. Those who fail will of-

ten try again to kill themselves.



2. The Bank

In America nearly every adult has some business
with a bank. Most people have savings accounts
where they deposit their money. Many also have
checking accounts which then permits them to write
a check against the funds in their account. In America
most people pay their bills by check rather than in
cash. It is more convenient and the cancelled check is
a receipt of payment.

Banks do more than offer savings and checking
accounts to their customers. A bank will generally
cash a check for you and will change large bills for
you. If you have an accounf‘ in a .bénk you can get a
check cashed without any charge. If you wart a spe-
cial check the bank will give you the check for a small
fee. The bank will also sell you travelers checks which
are good when you travel overseas. Travelers checks
can be cashed in most overseas hotels and banks.

When the bank accepts money for deposit it pays
interest on the money deposited. Thus your money in
the bank is earning money. Normally the bank pays

about 6% interest. With the bank there is also securi-
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ty against loss. The bank is insured and protected
against loss of any type. As a result in America little
money is kept at home where it does not earn interest
and there is a chance of it being stolen.

The bank also provides security for one’s special
papers and valuables. Most banks have a safe deposit
section. Here you can rent a box (made of metal)in
which you store your valuables and important papers.
You are given a key to the box and only you can open
the box. Most Americans have a safe deposit box.
You pay the bank a yearly charge called rent for the
use of the safe deposit box.

One of the most important functions of a bank is
to glake loans This is the way the bank makes its
mc;ney If you want to buy an expensive object (car,
house, etc. ) you must borrow the money from the
bank. You go to the bank and make an application for
a loan. After the bank examines your application to
insure that you are a good risk they then will give you
the money. You then have to repay the bank the
amount of the loan plus interest over a period of
years. Each loan is different and the rate of interest
on the loan will also vary. In America you hear fnany
people say, “I owe the bank so much money”. This
means they have made a loan from the bank to pur-
chase some expensive items and they stili have to ful-
ly repay the loan to tbe bank.
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In America nearly every adult has some business
with a bank. It may be just to deposit or withdraw
money from their savings account or merely to get
change of a large bill. The bank is certainly a very im-

portant business in every American city.



3. Medical Insurance

Until the late 1920s about 90 percent of all me-
dical bills were paid directly to the doctor by the pa-
tient. Today direct payments cover less than a third
of medical bills: the rest are settled in the form of
third-party payments by private insurers or by federal
and state governments. Private medical insurance now
péys for about 35 percent of the nation’s medical
fees.

Historically. the purpose of these third-party
payments has been not so much to protect the sick
person from the burden of medical expenses as to
protect the income of the hospitals and doctors. Dur-
ing the Great Depression, many people were simply
unable to pay their hospital bills. To guarantee
against any such loss of income in the future, the hos-
pitals decided to create a third party that would pay
patients’ bills for them —Blue Cross. The idea behind
Blue Cross was a simple one:an individual would pay
regular insurance premiums to a nonprofit agency,
which would then pay at least part of the costs of any
hospitalization that person might require. Later on,a
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parallel insurance program,Blue Shield, was added to
cover doctor’s fees for medical and surgical expenses
inside hospitals. The “Blues” have always maintained
an intimate relationship with the hospitals, and their
regional boards are still typically dominated by hospt-
tal doctors and other members of the medical estab-
lishment. The primary purpose of the“Blues” is not to
save money by keeping bills down ; rather,it is what it
has always been — to ensure that hospital bills, how-
ever high they may be, get paid.

In the 1940s and 1950s, fringe benefits such as
health insurance were recognized as a legitimate arca
for bargaining between unions and employers. The
result was a massive new health-insurance market,
which was quickly exploited by commercial insurance
companies. More than a thousand firms are now
active in the health-insurance business, with eight
major companies dominating the field. These com-
mercial insurers differ from the “Blues”in that their
goal is profits for themselves —profits derived largely
from the margin between their payments to doctors
and hospitals and their income from the premiums
paid by their clients. Profit margins can be preserved
only if increases in health-care prices are passed on in
full to the public in the form of higher premiums.

Thanks to Blue Cross,Blue Shield ,and the com-

mercial insurance companies,about four-fifths of the
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