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Part 1 Military Science

1.1 Strategy”

Fundamentals

Strategy®, narrowly defined, means “the art of the general” (from the Greek

stratégos). In a strictly military sense, the term first gained currency at the end of the 18th
century, when warfare® was still relatively simple and limited. In its military aspect, the
term had to do with stratagems® by which a general sought to deceive an enemy, with plans
he made for a campaign®, and with the way he moved and disposed his forces in war. Often
defined as the art of projecting and directing campaigns, military strategy came to preempt®
almost the whole field of generalship®, short of the battlefield itself. It also came to include
the planning of naval warfare. To tactics® military jargon reserved the art of executing plans
and handling forces in battle.

The term strategy has expanded far beyond its original military meaning. As society and
warfare have steadily grown more complex, military factors have become more and more in-

separable from the nonmilitary®

in the conduct of war and in programs designed to secure
peace. Nations have found it necessary to adjust and correlate political, economic, technolog-
ical, and psychological factors, along with military elements, in the management of their na-
tional policies. The demarcation® between strategy as a purely military phenomenon and na-
tional strategy of the broader variety became blurred in the 19th century, particularly in
wartime. The distinction became even less clear in the 20th century when nations became
more interdependent and the line between war and peace less clearly definable. As a result,
the appearance of the term grand strategy (or higher strategy), meaning the art of employ-
ing all the resources of a mation or coalition of nations to achieve the objects of war {and
peace) , steadily became more popular in the literature of warfare and statecraft of the 20th

cenfury. 1
The Search for Principles

The starting point of all strategic planning and action is national policy. Once the na-
tional aims are set forth hy the leaders of the state, the commander sets about drawing up his

* Y The New Encyclopedia Britannica ,Vol. 29, PP647—659,1993 SRR,



