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on Ding Village Visit

Every time when driving along the side road of Ding Vilage, especialy at the moments of sun rising or setting, |
naturally would imagine: Long long ago, how our ancestors had lived here. You see, the vilage has Tashan Mountain
at its east and the Fen River flowing cross its west side, with mild and warm climate, fertile land and beautiful
sunshine. It is a paradise like place for mankind living on. Isn't it? No wonder that the town at north is caled Lin Fen
( Near to Fen River) and the town in south caled Qu Wo ( Fertile Land ). It is purely my feeling. | know little about

the archeology as matter of fact.

| really do not know how | have got different mammals and some black stones

such a priori feeling. But indeed on the and stone pieces of different shapes etc.
Loess Plateau the Ding Vilage a famous were discovered in sand layers when

nistorical site is situated along the Fen people excavating sand there. At that
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River course at south of Ling Fen basin, time, Shanxi Government Office of Cul-

5 km to the town of Xiang Fen. It be- tural Relics after being reported dis-
came famous in the 1950s from two times patched Mr. Wang Ze Yi to the site for

of archeological discovery. The first time investigation to have collected some

was in May 1953, in range of the re- stoneware and fossils. China Science

mained site, big gquantity of fossils of Academy's Research Section on Ancient

Vertebrate after verifying and studying the samples made conclusion that there must be larger historical remain from
the old stone-age in the range of Ding Vilage and a further exploration is necessary. Therefore the second time in
September 1954, a team led by the famous professor Mr. Jia Lan Po carried out an exploration for two months. A
harvest was achieved from the exploration with significant breaking through. Major part of the achievement is that
the fossis of three human teeth were firstly discovered as fossis of ancient mankind after lberation. And more or
most important thing is to have discovered the Ding Vilagers between the Beiing Ape-man and the modern man of
yelow color. The fossi of three teeth should belong to a 12-13 year old chid on analysis of the teeth's size, shape,

color, aging as well as the worn condition. The teeth are no obvious differences with the modern Chinese but much
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differ from that of white people.
The two initial explorations and several later excavations have at least proved folowing facts: (1) 100,000 years ago
in the old stone-age period, our ancestors had ever inhabited in the area of Ding Vilage adapting to the surroundings
along the Fen River. (2) Between the Beiing Ape-man and the modern Chinese, in mid-term of the old stone-age
when the Ding Vilagers were living through, very likely markind had aready invented the method of artificial making fire
based on long term preserving kinding materials. (3) Cultures created and developed by the Ding Vilagers occupy a
pivotal position in the academic field of archeclogy on the old stone-age period of China deserving high value for a
continued research and studies.

5o, in what a natural environment then the Ding Vilagers were survival? Mr. Tao Fu Hai and Mr. Zhou Ti wrote

lke this in their Thesis:

+ %N the wide river valey being protected by the red clay banks of the mid-Pleistocene Epoch, the clear Fen River

water was camly flowing southward. Water plants and grass heavily grown on flat beaches alongside of the river in

S
which many kind of fishes playing games with each other friendly. However, the scenery was destroyed by a group

of suddenly emerged big catfishes. The chaps with big mouth full of strong hoocked teeth ferocious and cunning,
frequently came to making troubles and tragedy. In the shalow waters along the banks, under the sunshine, clams
were in rows opening their snow-white shells awaiting the uniucky felows entering their traps. The land further away
was covered densely by wid flowers, bushes and grass giving off sweet smells attracting lots of bees and
butterflies. On slope-land of mountainous area, there are forests of pines, firs, hazels, as wel as ems, Chinese toons
and birches. Wid pigs and bears etc. were living inside of the forest together with red deer, male deer with antlers
favoring to inhabit in the range between forest and prairie, the grassiand loving ancient bulls, elephants, wid horses,
donkeys as well as the long hair rhinoceros, water loving buffaloes, and leopards. Al these animals were living
peacefuly in this quiet, warm and nice environment with mountains and river. Just in this naturaly balanced ecological
environment, the Ding Vilagers made their lives, hunting and collecting things for their needs, strugging with nature
generation by generation to survive, develop and evolve towards the civiization of mankindv,

Since the historical site was discovered, people come continuously to visit the Ding Vilage especialy the scholars



and experts to make researches. The wel protected village's residential structures built in Ming and Qing Dynasties
were drawn more and more attentions publicly. In 1961 and 1988, the Ding Vilage and the Ding Vilage Culture were
officialy listed as the provincial major protected cultural unit and the state major protected cultural unit respectively.

With regard to the residential structures in Ding Vilage, there are now about 40 courtyard buidings relatively well
preserved. According to the records, six of them are of Ming Dynasty ( in the year of Wanii ) structures, three of
Qing Dynasity ( in the year of Yongzheng) two of Qing Dynasity (in the year of Jiangading), two of Qing Dynasity (in
the year of Daoguang), three of Qing Dynasity (in the year of Xianfeng) , one of Qing Dynasity (in the year of

Xuantong) and ten with Qing style but without years recorded. Mainly the structures are quadrangles. For the Ming

structures, the guadrangles are single ones. But the Qing structures were gradualy changing into twin units with ™
double entrances. Though this makes people feel as "the Ming structures are not as high as the Qing's but wider and w
more spacious ', both however have similar style and the same basic structures. The Ming single-guadrangle usualy g o
composes of four parts: a principal hal, opposite hall, side halls, and a principal gate situated to south-east. The Qing -

twin-guadrangles compose of a sculptured screen-wal, an upside down style structure, front yard, central hal, back
yard and back tower. Side hals are at east and west sides in balanced manner in the front yard and back yard. Main
entrance is located at the end of the center axis Ine. By the late Qing, some structures were even buit with grand
gate of two stories. Al these structures were constructed by the Ding family generations in hundred years. For
reasons of convenience and communication among individual famiies, some quadrangles are connected with passage
lanes and transcending corridors. This had formed some compound guadrangle structures with unique character.

In the residential buidings of Ding Vilage, the principal hall and tower rooms are not used as accommodations. The
former is used to receive guests and worship Gods and the latter used mainly as storerooms of grains and other
materials. The side hall as the main accommodations is usualy of the structure of two story and two room with upper
room as store of grain and down stair as living room. In down stair room, there is brick-mud laid bed with fire heating
Occupying about two third of the total room area. The heating chamber goes in "Z" way through the whole bed into
the wal chimney. There are wardrobes buit with the side-walls along the bed to keep quits and blankets hanging with

colorful curtains outside the wardrobe. Doors and windows for the hals are wel instaled with fine decorations

st
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""warts in Dynasties of Ming and Qing.
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particuarly the first doors and second doors. On the first doors being made of thick and hard wood and covered by
iron sheet is anchored with 220 big hat-nais and 3500 small nails. The second doors are covered by iron sheet made
patterns of flowers, fortune characters, and some nice pictures etc. Most of the windows are in diamond formations
but the windows of side hall are in boom nets styles. These residential structures are decorated with wood and
stone patterns fine and elegant. Inside of the halls, on those curtains, separations and arches al are carved with
beautiful pictures and figures symbolizing the lucks, fortune and good wishes. More interesting thing is that these
pictures ilustrate some Chinese opera stories such as '"General Yue Fie and his Mother", "Breaking the Water
Container to save the life of friend" to strongly praise of the deeds and ideas of being loyal to motheriand and
friendship. On the stone columns, step-stones and gate foundation stones all are scuptured with lively figures of
H#wns, horse, deer and monkey and auspicious patterns.' ft can be justified that, the wood works and stone works in

®ing Vilage are the very rare masterpieces inherited with high value for studying on the history of operas and fine

The vilage was named after Ding the family name of the most vilage inhabitants. By studying the Ding famiy tree
records and the records of some buildings in vilage, it is known that the Ding ancestors were migrated to the
location in period from late Yuan Dynasty to early Ming Dynasty. Mr. Ding Bi Peng the 11th generation of the famiy
wrote in his family record in 1754 ( the 19th year of Qian Long in Qing Dynasty) that his ancestor was named Ding
Fu. it can be calculated that the years Ding Fu lived in should be around the year of 1424 ( the 22nd vear of Yong
Le in Ming Dynasty). Also, it was written clearly in the construction record of residential buiding of the 9th year of
Yong Zheng ( Qing Dynasty ) that ' the previous reconstruction of the buiding was in the 6th year of Jia Jing of
Ming Dynasty " . Assuming that the buiding was of 100 years old before the reconstruction it should be the structure
earlier than the year of Hong Xi of Ming Dynasty ( 1425 ), So it can be seen that Ding's ancestors were moved to
the place in earty Ming Dynasty living and developing there having the vilage named after Ding. In early stages, the
Ding's were motivated to learn reading, writing while mainly pursuing farming works, and later generations also were

encouraged to take part in political affairs. However generally reviewing the family's development history, there were



no high rank politicians among the family members. As the early one, Ding Han Qing had just been a powerless
government official egual to the position of Vice Mayor of county township level today. His grandson Ding Hong Tu
by the second year of Shun Zhi became a university scholar of provincial level. The son of grandson Ding Zhuang Wu
achieved university scholar of martial arts of national level in the 38th year of Kang Xi { Qing Dynasty ). Ding Yi Yuan
and Ding Ting the two sons of Ding Zhuang Wu took positions of Prefecture Officials. In the year of Jia Qing, Ding
Xi Xian and Ding Jia Zhen also became university scholars of national level. Above mentioned can be regarded as the
most outstanding figures the Ding famiy in history. Having more and more members and heavier economic burden, the
late generations of Ding started doing businesses. Some were completely engaged in business and some doing
business while stil in their official positions. It seemed they knew business better than politics. Their business scope
not only covered Shanxi, but also other provinces of Gansu, Ningxia, Shaanxi, Henan, Shandong, Guangdong, Hubei,
Siguan, Qinghai, etc. for trading of medical herbs, cloths, grains, oils and so on. With their wealth accumuated, the
famiy started the residential houses construction while having their business expanded. In the years of Guangxu (
Qing Dynasty ), for only one fiscal year, Mr. Ding Yao received profit of his share for siver of 5,683 Liang ( One Liang
equals to 50 grams ). In the whole course of development, the residential buidings in Ding Vilage also experienced up
and down and went through harshness and prosperous.

In a word, the residential structures of Ming & Qing in Ding Vilage are constructed in reasonable logic with
practicaly sufficient living faciities. Their locations, heating, sunshine-taken, fireproof, burglar-proof, connections and
isolations were uniquely designed, being regarded as a typical quadrangle structure in Northern China, ful of wood
carvings, brick works, and stone works of animals, flowers and figures with very high artistic and cuitural standards.
Ding Vilage is natural library and museum where there are rich and valuable things to study and research concerning
art, opera and aesthetics. When stroling around the houses and the vilage, especialy in deadly guietness, as if you
can hear of the sound of food steps of those Ding ancestors, and see what and how there were working. This is
indeed a wonderful feeling being mixed with old and new, things passed away and stil stay.

Let all of us take care of this historical heritage which links the nhistory and future of Our great civiizations.
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Civilian Structures of the Dynasties of
Ming & Qing

Artistic Woodworks in Ding Village's Civil-
ian Structures

Stone and Brick Works in the Residential
Structures of Ming & Qing

Decoration Arts on Gates of the Resi-
dential Structures in Ming & Qing

Remains of the Ancient Ding Village
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Civilian Structures of the

Dynasties of Ming & Qing

Ding Village located at Chengguan Town of Fen Yang County, Shanxi
Province has got quite some civilian structures of Ming & Qing preserved. These
historical structures are the tangible materials with high value to study the northern
China's civilian structure development. In 1961, the Ding Village was officially
listed as the cultural relics of provincial level, and in 1988 listed as the major
cultural relics of national level. There are about 40 houses preserved in relatively
good conditions being structured with four yards of northern, central, southern and
northwest

Quadrangle is adopted by the Ding villagers as the main style of their
houses with single entrance or double entrances. Common layout of the houses is
of a principal hall, opposite hall, arch—gate in logic of the Yin & Yang of ancient
Chinese astronomy (five elements of metal, wood, water, fire and earth). The
yards are connected by passage and transcending roofs forming a compound
structure of several quadrangles with magnificent and graceful view,

The Ding Village was initially constructed in early Ming Dynasty reaching to
its great prosperity in the years of Wan Li Emperor. In the period, Ding LEES
started purchasing land in large scale for housing construction, and named the place
as ‘Ding” . Up to now, half of the inhabitants in village are Ding families
descendants.




