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Preface

During British Prime Minister Tony Blair’ s visit to China in
October 1998, the British Council, the Great Britain-Chinese Centre
and the Chinese Ministry of Justice had successfully hold “British
Law Week” in Beijing as a major programme of the Prime
Minister’s visit. To memorize this high-level legal exchange activity
and promote the further legal exchange between the two countries,
the British Council authorized the major law publishers of the two
countries——Law Press * China and Butterworths Asia to jointly
publish The Special Volume for British Law Week
to British and Chinese Law. The Chinese Ministry of Justice Gao

Introduction

Changli has specially inscribed the title on the front cover of the
book. The volume includes the addresses from the leaders of the two
countries, essays and speeches by the participants of the two
countries and the network specially opened during British Law
Week. Introductions to the legal system, legal principles and rules of
the two countries take the most part of the volume. Both the
compiler and the publishers hope that British Law Week and the
publishing of this volume will contribute to the law exchange
between the two countries as well as the construction of China’s

legal system.
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Foreword

[ am delighted to write a foreword to this important book. I
recently had the great pleasure of being the first Lord Chancellor to
make an official visit to the People’s Republic of China. One of my
principal aims was to further the developing bilateral links between
our Ministers, Judges and lawyers. During my visit I underlined the
importance of a clear legal framework in promoting economic
development and advancing society’s values. I highlighted the
importance of both our countries having a clear understanding of
each other’ s legal systems. To take that forward I signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Minister of Justice
designed to take forward our existing cooperative endeavors.

British Law Week last year, and the follow up seminars held
this year, the first of which I opened in Beijing, form an important
part of this process.

For the law to play a positive role in society it must command
respect; it must be accessible and easy to understand; the machinery
of the law must be independent and effective; and there must be a
strong system of enforcement. I pay tribute to the remarkable
process of law reform in China over the past decade.

We have many common problems, although the solutions we
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reach, because of our historical development, are often different.
What is important is that we learn from each other. This collection
of papers will, I am sure, be of invaluable assistance to Chines legal
professionals and students wishing to learn more about the British

legal system.

va;d —gd-ﬁv'zf ,

ﬁpﬁl chlo—f

Lord Chancellor
United Kingdom
September 1999
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Foreword

Foreword

It was an honor and delight both professionally and personally
for me to lead the delegation of distinguished British lawyers,
academics and legal professional to participate in the first ever British
Law Week in Beijing. This week, I believe, marked a major
milestone in Sino-British legal exchange and served to pave the way
for a deepening level of legal co-operation between our two
countries.

What impressed me about British Law Week and continues to
impress me as I carry out further dialogue with our Chinese partners
is both the breadth and depth of the exchange. Seminars and
discussions in British Law Week ranged from law and policy to
criminal procedure, commercial law to alternative dispute
resolution, and from human rights to administrative law. An event
like the Law Week brings together the very many organizations and
institutions on both the Chinese and British sides who have been
working on joint projects or who are involved in government-
sponsored training programs, short study visits or longer research
visits. We have a lot to learn from each other and this collection of
papers is testimony to the quality of that learning process.

I write this having just returned from China a year on from
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British Law Week. On this occasion I led a delegation to present a
seminar on criminal court procedure. This seminar arose directly out
of the running of the mock trial last year and allowed us to explore in
more detail with our Chinese colleagues a number of key issues
involved in criminal process. Once again I am impressed by the
knowledge that already exists of the similarities and differences in
our two system, and I am encouraged by the frankness and quality
of the debate. The more we understand of each other the greater our
co-operation can be. The papers in this book will undoubtedly
contribute to that debate and serve as a foundation for further

exchange and dialogue.

%L/..a

Lord Justice Otton
Royal Courts of Justice
September 1999
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