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International News

© Reading One

===l Previewing the article]

Thinking about the Topic ‘

1. Skim the title of the article, What do you think this reading is about?

2. What do you think are the most important human rights? Do you think prisoners-of-war
should be deprived of these rights?

3. What do you know about the prisoner abuse scandal that took place in Abu Ghraib under
the control of US army?

Making Predictions

1. What does the topic “Pentagon Leaders Faulted for Abuse” mean?

2. Why are Pentagon leaders faulted for what happened to Iraqi prisoners in Abu Ghraib
prison?

3. What influence might the investigation report on prisoner abuse have on the leaders of
Department of Defense?

==l Reading One]

Directions: Read the following article and answer the questions about it. When you finish
reading, write down your reading time on the READING BOARD.
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Pentagon Leaders Faulted for Abuse
By Thomas Crampton

[ 1] Washington—While blaming sadistic night shift workers in a prison ill-equipped to deal
with a massive influx of detainees, an independent Pentagon report also took civilian ieaders to
task Tuesday for “indirect responsibility” in prisoner abuses at Abu Ghraib in Iraq.

[2] “You had this ‘Animal House’ mentality that occurred on the night shift,” James
Schiesinger, chairman of the Independent Panel to Review Department of Defense Detention
Operations, told a press conference following the report's release. “There was chaos at
Abu Ghraib. ”

[3] The prison and those running it were not prepared to deal with the range of detainees
pulled together in the confusion that followed the collapse of Saddam Hussein's regime,
Schiesinger said, adding that military police arrived at the facility undertrained and with equip-
ment missing.

[4] Since the situation was widely known, blame does go up the chain of command,
Schlesinger added.

[6] “There was indirect responsibility at higher levels,” Schlesinger said. “The
weaknesses at Abu Ghraib were well known. ”

[6] Such problems did not, however, rise to the level of explicit use of torture in interroga-
tion.

[7] “There was no policy of abuse,” Schlesinger said. “Quite the contrary.” All the panel
members individually took turns at the news conference to say that Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld should not offer his resignation, with Schiesinger, a former defense secretary himself,
saying that any resignation of high-ranking officials “would be a boon for all of America’s ene-
mies. ”

(8] Another member of the panel, Harold Brown, declared that Rumsfeld had “handled it
extremely well. ”

[9] Responding to the release of the report, Rumsfeld issued a statement praising the
investigators’ thoroughness and declaring that the Department of Defense remained open to
policy changes.

[10] “The Defense Department has an obligation to evaluate what happened and make
changes,” Rumsfeld’s statement said. “The independent panel's contribution will be of great
help to us.”

[11] In addition to members of the night shift at Abu Ghraib, the report had harsh words for
Lieutenant General Ricardo Sanchez, the commander in charge of operations in Iraq.

[12] “Sanchez should have taken stronger action in November when he realized the extent
of the problem in Abu Ghraib,” the report said.
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[13] It added that Sanchez had not done enough to ensure oversight of Brigadier General
Janis Karpinski, the reservist who was in charge of the prison.

[14] “His attempt to mentor Brigadier General Karpinski, though well intentioned, was
insufficient in a combat zone in the midst of a serious and growing insurgency. ”

[[15] The report went on to take Sanchez to task for failure to provide proper oversight both
of detention and interrogation operations.

[16] As for the widely disseminated photographs of prisoners being abused, Schlesinger
attributed them solely to deviant action by the prison’s night shift.

[17] “The photos did not come from authorized interrogations,” Schiesinger said. “They
were freelance activities of the night shift of Abu Ghraib. ”

[ 18] Responding to further questions on the issue, Schiesinger dismissed any notion that
the photographs could have been part of interrogation techniques.

[19] “None of the people in the picture was an intelligence target,” Schlesinger said.
“Most of the people you see in the stack of prisoners in the picture were criminals. ”

[20] Abuses on the night shift arose in an atmosphere of postwar chaos that Schiesinger
said went to the core of the prison operation.

[21] Not only was the facility under constant shelling, but Iragi policemen were slipping
arms to prisoners who were under detention for a wide array of reasons.

[22] “Some were simple criminals, some were indeed a security risk,” Schiesinger said.
“Some were innocents who happened to be picked up because their neighbors thought they had
a connection to the insurgency.”

[23] In addition to these circumstances, Schlesinger contrasted the one-to-one ratio of
detainees to military police at Guantanamo Bay—which he described as “ideal” —with the ratio
of one military policeman to 75 detainees at Abu Ghraib. Even as he attributed the problems to
Abu Ghraib, the report pointed to a total of 300 allegations of prisoner abuse in Afghanistan,
Iraq and Guantanamo. As of mid-August 2004, 155 investigations into the allegations have been
completed, resulting in 66 substantiated cases, the report said.

[24] About one-third of the cases occurred at the point of capture or tactical collection
point, frequently under uncertain, dangerous and violent circumstances, the report added.

[25] To avoid such situations in future, the panel gave 14 recommendations that included a
further defining of the status of all detainees in all operations and theaters of action.

[26] In giving a hint to the contents of another report on prisoner abuse scheduled for
release on Wednesday, the pane! also laid blame on medical personnel. “The panel notes that
the Fay investigation cited some medical personnel for failure to report detainee abuse,” the
report said. “Training should include the obligation to report any detainee abuse. ”

[27] The report also recommended tighter reporting methods for getting information quickly
up the chain of command.

[28] “The secretary of defense should ensure the effective functioning of rapid reporting
channels for communicating bad news to senior Department of Defense leadership without preju-
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dice to any criminal or disciplinary action underway,” the report said, adding that such methods
could be adopted from the special notification process used by the US Air Force.

[29] The nature of war has changed, the report said, prompting the necessity for the
United States to update its approach to international humanitarian law. -

[30] “In doing so, the United States should emphasize the standard of reciprocity,” the
report said. “And the preservation of United States societal values and international image that
flows from an adherence to recognized humanitarian standards. ”

[31] While encouraging the Department of Defense to foster a stronger operational relation-
ship with the International Committee of the Red Cross, the panel said the Geneva-based organi-
zation must also adapt to new realities very different from those conflicts from which the Geneva

(996 words)
From International Herald Tribune, August 25, 2004

conventions were drawn.

Now enter your reading time and reading speed (words per minute) on the READING
BOARD.

READING BOARD

Reading Time Reading Speed

Minutes Seconds

ew words and expressions

fault v. RAEAFH. HBEF
sadistic adj. HiBIEK

influx n. TA, WA, ILHE
detainee n. P HE

detention n. §44§,

civilian n. V¥R, Bk

take sh. to task ¥EHREHLIEE A
mentality n. L7, BAE
operations n. {73}

chaos n. BHEL

pull together J_ B2k

regime n. B

resignation n. FEHR

boon n. ¥4k, FliE

remain open to H:3%

obligation n. B¢fE, X%
lieutenant general fikZE Fs

Words per Minute

oversight n. W%, B
brigadier general fi ZEHEN
reservist n. TFREAN
mentor n, Jiijg]
insurgency n. REVRAS
disseminate v. {&4#%
deviant adj. RELH)
freelance adj. P 7 H)
stack n. ¥,

to the core of HEZ L
shelling n. #id;
allegation n. ¥k
substantiated adj. ${IEBARY, BEIFSLH
tactical adj. FBE )
theatres n. fRIX, 3%

notification n. R4
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1. Pentagon: the five-sided building near Washington that is the headquarters of the US
Department of Defense and the US armed forces.

2. Abu Ghraib; Located approximately 20 miles west of Baghdad, the Abu Ghraib
prison is where the Iraqi prisoners of war were kept after American-led ally occupied Irag. In
late April 2004, a number of photographs surfaced which depicted abuse and torture of Iragi
prisoners held at the Abu Ghraib prison while in US custody. Some of the pictures published
depict US soldiers, both men and women in military uniforms, laughing and giving thumbsup
signs while posing with naked Iraqi prisoners made to stand, stacked in a pyramid or posi-
tioned to perform sex acts. This follows the March 2004 announcement by the US Army that
six members of the 800th Military Police Brigade were being investigated for allegedly abusing
about 20 prisoners at Abu Ghraib. On May 24, 2004, following the continued scandal posed by
abuses of detainees at Abu Ghraib, President G. W. Bush announced in a speech that the Abu
Ghraib prison would be destroyed upon the completion of a new modern prison to replace it.

3. Saddam Hussein: Dictator of Iraq from 1979 until 2003, when his regime was over-
thrown by a United States-led invasion. In 1979 he became Iraq’s president and de facto dicta-
tor. He led Irag through a decade-long war with Iran, and in August of 1990 his forces
invaded the neighboring country of Kuwait. A US -led alliance organized by George Bush
(the elder) ran Hussein’s forces out of Kuwait in the Gulf War, which ended in F ebruary of
1991 with Saddam still in power. In 2002 Hussein came under renewed pressure from George
W. Bush, the son of the first President Bush. In March of 2003, Hussein’s regime was over-
thrown by an invasion of US and British forces. Hussein disappeared, but US forces captured
him on 13 December 2003 after finding him hiding in a small underground pit on a farm near
the town of Tikrit,

4. Donald Rumsfeld: Rumsfeld became Secretary of Defense under George W. Bush in
January of 2001, and after the attacks of 11 September 2001 he became a familiar face on tele-
vision as a spokesman for US military forces. He served as a congressman from Illinois
(1962—1969) before going to work as an economic adviser for President Richard Nixon
(1969—1973). He then worked in the Gerald Ford administration as White House Chief of
Staff (1974—1974) and as the youngest-ever Secretary of Defense (1975—1977). During the
1980s Rumsfeld served in various capacities as an advisor to the Ronald Reagan administra-
tion, but spent most of his time in private industry. In 2001 he returned to the Pentagon,
becoming the 21st Secretary of Defense.

5. Ricardo Sanchez; Commander of coalition ground troops, US army in Irag. On July 10,
2001, Lt. Gen. Sanchez became commanding general of V Corps’ 1st Armored Division. He held
that position for nearly two years before assuming command of the corps on June 14, 2003.

6. Janis Karpinski: an Army reserve brigadier general, was named commander of the
800th Military Police Brigade.
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7. Guantinamo Bay: Located on the southeast coast of the island /of Cuba about 500
statute miles southeast of Miami, Florida, is approached via the Windward Passage from the
north or the Caribbean Sea from the south. The Guantanamo Bay Naval Station is located in
an isolated area at the southeastern tip of the island of Cuba. The US Navy has had a pres-
ence at Guantanamo Bay Cuba since 1903. Until recently, it was best known as a holding
facility during times of large migration outflows from the Caribbean to the United States. It
has now become home to foreign detainees in the “war on terrorism. ” As of November 2002,
625 detainees were being held. Reports indicate that most are accused of being Al Qaeda
members or Taliban captured in Afghanistan,

8. International Committee of the Red Cross: Humanitarian agency with national affili-
ates worldwide. It was established for the care of victims of battle, but it now aids in the pre-
vention and relief of human suffering generally. It arose out of the work of J. H. Dunant, who
proposed the formation of voluntary relief societies in all countries, the first of which came
into being in 1864. The name Red Crescent, adopted in 1906 at the insistence of the Ottoman
empire, is used in Muslim countries. In peacetime, the Red Cross aids victims of natural dis-
asters, mains blood banks, and provides supplementary health-care services. In wartime, it
serves as an intermediary between belligerents and visits prisoner-of-war camps to provide
relief supplies, mail, and information for and from their relatives. Its operating principles are

humanity, impartiality, and neutrality. Its headquarters are in Geneva.

==l Reviewing the article]

I. Getting the message

Directions: Answer these questions without referring back to the text. Choose the best
answer to each question.
1. Who were held indirectly responsible for prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib in Iraq?
A. Night shift workers in the prison.
B. A massive influx of detainees.
C. Civilian leaders.
D. Head of the independent pentagon report.
2. According to Schlesinger, what accounted for the chaos at Abu Ghraib?
A. The “animal house” mentality of those running the prison.
B. The inadequate preparation to deal with the range of detainees,
C. The arrival of the military police at the facility undertrained.
D. All of the above.
3. It is stated in the passage that
A. the situation in Abu Ghraib was kept strictly confidential
B. no one except the night shift workers at the prison should be blamed

C. there was no policy of explicit use of torture in interrogation
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D. the weaknesses at Abu Ghraib were not known at higher levels
4. The panel members believe that
A. news conferences should be held to make the abuse known to the public
B. the resignation of Rumsfeld could only be helpful to America’s enemies
C. the Secretary of Defense should be held fully responsible for the abuse
D. Donald Rumsfeld should offer his resignation as a result of the abuse
5. What’s Rumsfield’s response to the independent panel’s release of the report?
A. Positive, B. Skeptical.
C. Negative, D. Neutral.
6. The report had harsh words for Lieutenant General Sanchez because he
A. took too strong an action to deal with the problem in Abu Ghraib
B. failed to ensure the oversight of Brigadier General Karpinski
C. allowed the misbehavior of the night shift members at Abu Ghraib
D. made no attempt to mentor Karpinski in a serious and growing insurgency
7. What is Schlesinger’s comment on the widely spread photographs of prisoners
being abused?
A. They were deviant action by the prison’s night shift.
B. They came from authorized interrogations.
C. They were part of the interrogation techniques.
D. The people in the pictures were all intelligence targets.
8. Which of the following demonstrates the postwar chaos of prison operation?
A. The facility was under constant robbery.
B. Iraqi police were slipping arms to prisoners.
C. Prisoners were in prison for different reasons.
D. Prisoners were a security risk to US coalition.
9. Why was Guantanamo Bay mentioned in the passage?
A. Tt is the oldest US base outside of the continental United States,
B. It has a much lower ratio of detainees to military police than Abu Ghraib.
C. Tt is a prison with no prisoner abuse allegations.
D. Tt has more serious problems of abuse than Abu Ghraib.
10. What recommendations did the panel give to avoid such situations in future?
A. To further define the status of all detainees.
B. To lay blame on medical personnel.
C. To make blame go on the chain of command.
D. To modify the recognized humanitarian standards,
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I. Expanding your vocabulary

Section A
Directions: In the paragraph indicated in parentheses find the word that best fits the meaning

below.
1. obtaining pleasure from hurting other people and making them

suffer physically or mentally (1
2. a state of complete disorder and confusion (2
3. a formal statement of one’s intention to leave a job or position )
4, to teach or give advice as
5. a violent attempt to oppose the control or government 22)
6. statement made without proof (23)
7. to modernize and adapt to the latest development of (29)
8. giving support to sth, ; remaining faithful to sth. (30)
Section B

Directions: Use context clues to determine the meaning of each word or phrase found in the

paragraph indicated in parentheses. Then choose the correct definition of each.

1. mentality (2) A. attitudes B. intellectuals C. miniatures
2. regime (3) A. registry B. government C. sovereignty
3. interrogation (6) A. interaction B. insistence C. questioning
4, boon (7) A. disaster B. blessing C. booming
5. oversight (13) A. supervision  B. indifference C. malpractice
6. disseminate (16) A. dismantle B. spread C. eliminate
7. substantiated (23) A. proposed B. proved C. supposed

II. Recognizing main ideas
Directions: The following is a brief summary of the article. Fill in each of the blanks with a
word that best completes the passage. Try to use the words in the text.

A high-level panel investigating US military detention operations has (1) a
report that said responsibility for the abuses that took place was not limited to night shift
2 . The independent committee led by former Defense Secretary James Schlesinger
examined the (3) for people captured in Iraq and Afghanistan, It says there was no
evidence of any policy to (4) prisoners. Still, it says top civilién and military offi-
cials in the Defense Department share part of the (5) for what happened. The inde-
pendent Pentagon panel found that top pentagon leaders failed to exercise proper

(6 over confusing detention policies at US prisons in Iraq. The report also
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P) the top general in Iraq at the time, Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, for not paying
close (8) attention to the problems at Abu Ghraib and did not recognize that Abu
Ghraib guards were overwhelmed by an (9) of detainees during violence in Iraq.
The Army report places blame mainly on a lack of (10) among the troops and a lack
of leadership by their commanders. The panel also gave recommendations to avoid such situa-

tions in the future,

. Beyond the reading

Some people argue that all men on the battle field fall into two categories: they are either
allies or enemies. Therefore, it is justifiable not to treat prisoners-of-war as one’s equals. In
fact, they are often treated as animals, Animals have no dignity whatsoever to speak of. Do

you agree with the view? Why or why not?

© Reading Two

==[ Previewing the article)

Thinking about the Topic

1. Skim the title of the article. What do you think this reading is about?

2. What do you know about the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty? Why is America so con-
cerned with the possible nuclear program of different countries in the world?

3. Is it possible to develop nuclear energy for peaceful purpose? Why are some countries so

enthusiastic about the enrichment of uranium?

Making Predictions

1. What might be the “joint strategy” forged by US and EU on Iran talks?
2. What are the modest economic incentives offered to Iran by the US ¢

3. What does the term EU3 refer to? Why do they negotiate with Iran?

=mm[ Reading Two)

Directions: Read the following article and answer the questions about it. When you finish
reading, write down your reading time on the READING BOARD.

US and EU Forge Joint Strategy on Iran Talks
By David E. Sanger and Steven R. Weisman

[ 1] Washington—The United States will drop objections to Iran’s eventual membership in
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the World Trade Organization, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice announced Friday in a shift
toward Europe’s stance in the efforts to curb the Iranian nuclear program.

[2] The European Union and the United States have agreed on a joint approach toward Iran
over its nuclear program after months of dispute, with the Bush administration agreeing to offer
modest economic incentives.

[3] Rice said the United States would also allow some sales of civilian aircraft parts to Iran
on a case-by-case basis.

[4] In return, senior American officials said, the Europeans have agreed to take the nuclear
issue to the United Nations Security Council if negotiations fail.

[5] Rice's statement said, “In order to support the EU3 diplomacy, the president has
decided that the United States will drop its objection to Iran’s application to the World Trade
Organization and will consider on a case-by-case basis the licensing of spare parts for Iranian
civil aircraft, in particular from the European Union to Iran. ”

(6] The term EU3 refers to Britain, France and Germany, the three European nations nego-
tiating with Iran.

[7] The agreement represents a major shift for both the Bush administration, which has
refused for years to offer iran incentives to give up its program, and for Europe, which had been
reluctant to discuss penalties.

[ 8] “We share the desire of European governments to secure Iran’s adherence to its obliga-
tions through peace and diplomatic means,” the State Department statement said.

[9] The American incentives would go into effect only if Iran agreed to halt the enrichment
of uranium permanently, senior American officials said.

[10] Asked whether the incentives to Iran might be increased, Richard Boucher, the State
Department spokesman, said, “We're not negotiating with Iran. We are supporting the
Europeans. The Europeans thought that these were good steps for them, so that as they presen-
ted their position to Iran, they would be able to present credible commitments or credible possi-
bilities that they could carry through on. ”

[11] “Iran can’t get into the WTO without the consent of all the parties,” Boucher added.
“So for one party or a few parties to say, ‘You know, we'll help you in the WTO,’ they can’t
deliver on it without the support of people like the United States. ”

[12] The agreement has been widely anticipated since President George W. Bush returned
from Europe late last month.

[ 13] Bush did not announce the change himself, just as he did not announce a similar offer
to North Korea last June. But he has been closely involved in the administration’s change of
direction, officials said.

[14] But while the United States is a party to negotiations with North Korea, it does not
pfan to join the talks with Iran directly, officials said, leaving that to the Europeans.

[15] Until now, the president has insisted he would never “reward” Iran for giving up activ-
ities that he has insisted are a cover for a weapons program. That position hardened after Iran



