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Part | Custom and Tradition

a5k

There’ re many customs in the West. And most of their ori-
gins have their roots in ancient superstitious beliefs, the bride’s
wedding dress and veil , for example.

Actually there’ re usually several explanations for each of
most customs. Now , modern people no longer pay much attention
to the originally superstitious meanings of the customs. But they
still regard it as a great fun to recognite the historical importance
of the custom within a modern content and follow these tradi-
tions, such as Easter eggs, Thanksgiving dinner for roast turkey,

sockings of Santa Claus,etc.

PR AREIMG, KEFH A EETBMGRORERE
AR, BT R EIL R EY
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Chapter 1 The Source of the
Traditional River Custom & Festival

e Z MRy EL—R BT H

Unit 1 Stockings of Santa Claus
EREABKEEHK

Christmas is on December 25th every year, and it is an im-
portant day in the West. Christmas is the day on which Chris-
tians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. It is also the day of cele-
brating a universal® spiritual® message: peace and good will to
all people.

Christmas is a day of
fun, feasting and exchanging
gifts. The stockings of Santa
Claus are used to exchange
presents. People have been
preparing for it for weeks.

They cook special foods, go

to party, and buy gifts.
They decorate® their houses in two traditional colors of Christ-
mas: red and green. The most important Christmas decoration is

a Christmas tree. It’s an evergreen®

tree covered with lights,
glass balls and shiny paper. The Christmas tree is a sign of life in

the darkest, coldest season in the northern part of the world.




Christmas is a holiday with special meaning for children.
Many families like the story of Father Christmas. He is an old
man with white beard, wearing red clothes edged in white fur.
On Christmas Eve, he brings gifts of candy and toys to children.
The distribution® of presents is a rather formal event on Christ-
mas Eve. The children are banished® from their houses in the
afternoon, and their parents began to set up and decorate the
¥Christmas tree.

The famous Christmas songs include Angels We Have
Heard on High , Santa Claus Is Coming to Town and Christmas
Tree.

EFRVEBEBEN 12 A5 H, BERFIR—-NEREE
MY H. ZEVEEEHERNEEREEANE F. X—XKH
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[ Notes ]

@ universal[ jumni'vesal] adj. 5 i, 3L H /Y




eg: There is universal agreement on this issue.
(EXTRBE, KERA—H.)
@ spiritual( 'spiritjusl] adj. ¥# EK, LR
eg: The Pope is the spiritual leader of many Christians.
(BERAZEBHEAEHTM.)
@ decorate| dekoreit] v. ¥, 84
eg:Bright flowers decorate the streets.
(ML ESH.)
@ evergreen evogrin] n. KEW
® distribution[ distribju:fon] n. 438, &%
eg: Cottons have a very wide distribution in our country.
(REEREIGHR )
® banish[ baenif] v. BZ , HEBR
eg:Quyuan was ever banished.

(BREZEHRBAS )

Dialogue 1  Chatting on Christmas Day
HEER
T=Tom J=]Joy

T: Happy New Year!

(BreE4F1)
J: Happy New Year!

(FieE4r!)
T: We are getting ready for the New Year. And do you know

what people are doing in the West?

(RIVEARRESEHE, KABEEHAETHA?)

J: They are enjoying Christmas. It’s an important festival® in

the West.
(MTEEREREY ., ERATERHWELRSH,)




T: Most of Chinese don’ t believe God. /
But lots of foreigners believe in Jesus ( g
Christ. It’s said that Christ was born
on December 25th.
(KEHPEARHEE LF. HEHF
ZHEAGWEGKEE., BiHEE
PR 12 A 25 HEEAR.)

J: Christmas is the day on which Chris- Z[ J ;

tians celebrate the birth of J esus.
(FWHTRREEE BE R KO ERSREE L ) o)

T: They still have a universal spiritual message: bring peace and
good will to all people.
(B E —RAALTEENZY EMBREERLS
KA

J: On Christmas, people make fun and feasting®. They ex-
change gifts. All families have their own Christmas trees.

(ZXERFAMRER S, X Hmtly. FERERHE
HOREEN,)

T: I’ve ever seen many Christmas trees with lights, glass balls
and shiny® paper in China.

(ETPERBYE 2 RTFERWH/DTHE BRI EHRH
EHER )

J: Yes. Christmas has been celebrated by many people in China.

(B, AEFAZSPEABKREET.)

Dialogue 2 On Christmas Eve
ZREIE
S=Son F=Father
S: Dad, how beautiful our Christmas tree looks!

(BE, RIHEZENAETT)




