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Preface

Despite his full teaching schedule in BLCU, Associate Professor Dong Yuguo perse-
vered in developing Millennium Chinese over a period of several years. The result is this
series of textbooks for beginners in Chinese.

Professor Dong has taken a systematic approach to teaching, thereby distinguishing
his books from others on the market. The books contain creative learning activities for the
classroom which build upon each other to produce a coherent teaching tool. All of these
activities are the fruit of long pedagogic experience. Four main features of this series
stand out in particular: |

1 METHODICAL

The activities in the books are uniquely designed and organized to help the learners
overcome the phonetic difficulties and learn various language formulae in the elementary
stage . Through various methods, step by step the books lead the learners to progress from
mechanical drills, such as repetition of sentence-patterns to being able to freely express
themselves. The books also serve as a valuable and flexible teaching tool, which cuts the
teachers’ preparation time down to the minimum. Young teachers will particularly gain
from the methods and examples in these books, which will surely help improve their
teaching skills. And learners will, of course, gain in language proficiency through study-
ing Prof. Dong’s textbooks.

2 PRACTICAL

These books will improve the leamners’ four basic skills of listening, reading, speak-
ing and writing, all in the context of everyday use. As the learners’ overall proficiency in
Chinese is increased, so will their performance in examinations. These books will also
prove to lay a solid foundation for more advanced studies in Chinese.

3 ADAPTABLE

Not only do these books meet the needs of beginners, but they are also useful for
consolidating the skills of more advanced learners. They can be suited to individual pur-
poses and used either in the classroom or for independent study.

These books will prove to be an essential reference for the learners. Those who use
them to study in a conscientious and systemic manner will not fail to reap a reward.

4 ENJOYABLE

The learners will not only derive enjoyment from completing the exercises, but will



also gain an insight into the cultural and social context of the language they are learning.
The exercises provide a positive and creative learning experience, which serves to
stimulate the learners, increase their motivation and heighten their interaction in the
learning process.
I hope these books will be a trusted companion in your Chinese studies. And I would

like to recommend them to all those who are devoted to learning or teaching the Chinese

language .

Li Bisong
2001/1/10
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Preface

Millennium Chinese is a series of four textbooks designed for those studying Chinese
as a second language. It can be used in the classroom as well as for independent study .

The lessons are arranged to facilitate accumulative learning. After completing this
course, students will have progressed from elementary to intermediate level, and will be
able to interact successfully in social settings. As the title implies, this course aims to
help students of Chinese meet the need for more effective communication in the new
century.

Millennium Chinese is an integration of the strengths of various successful Chinese
textbooks and my years of professional teaching practices. It attempts to establish an
innovative model for elementary Chinese textbooks in which language structures and their
practical functions are closely linked.

In my opinion, beginners in Chinese need a textbook containing grammar and
language that is practical in function. Students should not only be able to understand the
grammatical structures, but also understand how to use them. Hence, 1 have selected the
most basic and typical language forms, which are encountered every day, and have
arranged them to be learned in a cumulative fashion. Instead of giving lengthy explana-
tions of grammatical points, I have deliberately emphasized the practical applications of
different sentence structures expected to be grasped through listening, speaking, reading
and writing practices. This course provides students with ample opportunities to practise
what they are learning and helps them to see into the layers of meaning that permeate the
language itself, thereby enabling them to gain a greater appreciation for Chinese culture. l

The ultimate aim in learning a second language is to be able to use it to communicate
freely, as opposed to simply gathering knowledge. To this end, Millennium Chinese is
distinguished by its variety of exercises, ranging from controlled practices (following the
teacher by rote) to role-play activities. The exercises are practical in nature and concen-
trate on developing the students’ communicative skills through listening and conversing.
Through these diverse exercises, students will progress from having an understanding of
the language to havirig the ability to use it, from possessing knowledge of the language to
possessing the skills to communicate with it effectively.

In Millennium Chinese, 1 have moved away from conventional teacher-dominated

learning to student-orientated learning. Instead of making mechanical language practices

3



the norm, I have adopted flexible and practical exercises, which create an enjoyable
atmosphere for both the teachers and the students. Millennium Chinese , together with its
accompanying cassettes, represents an innovative, fun and creative way to learn Chinese.
Its lively, illustrated content is compact and easy to follow. Students’ participation and
motivation will be noticeably intense as they are encouraged to give free rein to their own
creativity and to explore the language themselves.

The course consists of a total of forty lessons, ten per book. Each lesson is com-
posed of a study guide, which covers the main language points being presented, useful
new words, sentence patterns, and numerous exercises. Relevant information on Chinese
culture and s.ociety is also included Further reference materials are provided at the end of
the book, which include a grammar summary, simulated tests and answers, a reference to
the exercises, and a vocabulary list. Students can use them to study at their own pace,
and to evaluate their progress themselves.

I wish to express my thanks to both Professor Zhao Jinming, for his continuous
encouragement and support, and Mr. Wang Jianqin, Editor-in-Chief of Beijing Language
and Culture University Press, without whom this book would not have been published. 1
am also grateful to Ms. En Shuping, Mr. Liu Changzheng and Mr. Liu Di for their in-
valuable assistance. Finally, I wish to thank all my students, in particular Dong Wei, for
their contributions to Millennium Chinese, and also David and Hayley Felten for their
editing of the English content. Naturally, any flaws are solely my responsibility. Readers

are encouraged to offer suggestions as to any improvements that can be made.

Dong Yuguo
Author
January 1999

Our website: www . millennium chinese . com



B R()

M
'
qo

mE ¥
e (1)

|

SN
T
m

D@
OB G
T
3
&
&

v (4)

B B
|l

W Mk
E A
: o o
Y
3
iy
b3

. (11)

.
[1]

WO g W N gy W N
K oH
s H d
o4 o
: ) :
&
: = :

g

I

b

o

o

. (17)

#
E

B
SN
C %
= ™

1. SFE RN

2. THF RS E A
3. &%ﬁ?%z‘%
1. “&° ?fj(l)

2. BARBERA (1)
3. &, ’rbﬂﬁ?iln
1. 75”?*]

2. BEIAEEE

1. “E"FH

2. FEHEBERIAI(1)



i
BAR
e —

2. ﬁﬂ#?’]“E ------ "HERIE
1. ffﬁgﬁhﬁmﬁ

2. IEREEMA)(1)(2)
3. BiaERiE

BENE(—)
BB (—)
HEER(—)
%H38%(—)

FHEBFE(—) crevrerrrrmrirere s,

- (67)

- (77)

- (89)
- (91)
e (93)
- (94)
v (104)



Lesson

Lesson
Lesson

CONTENTS (1)

Study Guide

1 A survey of the phonetics in Common Spoken Chinese «+««+xctcee

2

. Single vowels
. Aspirated and unaspirated sounds

. Tones

3

. Compound vowels
. Palatal, dental, and blade-palatal sounds

. Tone changes

4

. Nasal vowels
. Some consonants

. The neutral tone; retroflexion

5

. Summary of spelling: grasp the spelling rules
. Review of phonetics: build a good foundation in phonetics

. Learn the new words and phrases: prepare to learn grammar

6

. “J&” sentences (1)
. Yes-no questions (1)

. Nouns and pronouns as atiributes

7

“ »
. ﬁ‘ sentences

. Attributes of quantity

8

. “E” sentences
. Special questions (1)
. The adverbs “t.” and “#B” as adverbials

- (11)

- (17)

- (24)

- (34)

- (44)

- (58)



Lesson 9

1. Sentences with a verb as the predicate

2. The prepositional construction “ZE-+++-- ” as an adverbial
Lesson 10 ‘

1. Sentences with an adjective as the predicate

2. Positive-negative questions (1)(2)

3. Adverbs as adverbials

Grammar Summary (1) «sceercerereremaee.
Simulated Test (1)

Answer Key to Simulated Test (1)

Reference to the Exercises (1) ««-svoeeeet

Vocabulary (1)
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§ A survey of the phonetics in Common Spoken Chinese )
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1. T4

Introduction.

WER—MEFVARES., NELEEBEE 4 MER. 20 1MFEH,39 M85,
13240 FT,

Chinese is a language featuring syllables and tones. Common Spoken Chinese has 4
tones and uses 21 initials 39 finals and 1332 syllables.

2. i aRa:
Listen to and repeat the following simple finals.

aiduoe WEHEEFEH—NTE er

=ZA4THE  -ih]-il].ele]

Common Spoken Chinese uses the vowel “er” and the three
vowels -i[1],-i[1],and &[e].

3. RSB
Listen to and repeat the following compound finals.

uai uei(ui) ico iou(iu)

o] ei ao ou
ia ie uag uo
ue



. iR,
Listen to and repeat the following nasal finals.

uang uan uen(un) ueng B 39 fnals

ang an en eng ong B 10 simple finals

iang ian in ing iong E# 13 compound finals
aan Uen(l'Jn) %%51& 16 nasal finals

. iR AR
Listen to and repeat the following initials.

b(o) —p(o) A 21 initials
d(e)—t(e) WELBEPEF N FHEE
g( e) —_ k( e) Common Spoken Chinese also has a zero initial .
. riREE
Listen to and repeat the following initials.
i(i) —a(i) —x(i) [i]
z(i)—c(i) —s(i) [1]
zh(i) —ch(i) —sh(i) (1]
. iR s
Listen to and repeat the following initials.
r(i) —1(i)
f(o)—h(e)
m(o)—n(e)
R AER

Listen to and repeat the tones.

mad ma ma ma PR BT B
Tones are changes in the pitch of voice.

WA EEPA Y Tt i AR,

rising, curved and falling) .

Common Spoken Chinese has four different tones (flat,




9. WiIAET:
Listen to and repeat the following syllables.

md md md ma

1
syllable

78 tone

m

Qa

7 & initial

#14 final




