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Abstract

The Moon’s age is the characteristic of the Moon’s age calendar. If the dates recorded by
sexagenary circle Ganzhi (the heavenly stems and earthly branches, the Chinese ancient date recorded
method being of the 60-day cycle, that the repetitive cycle is independent of any astronomical
parameter, each day within this cycle has its own name and can also be expressed by the numbers
from 1 to 60) have the same ages of Moon, we can derive the possible year intervals directly from
their differnces of the Ganzhi numbers. This is the key of the mathematical model of Moon's age
calendar that is established to solve the time series of oracle bone and bronze inscriptions in the Shang
and Zhou dynasties. This book provides the method and applies it to the Xia-Shang-Zhou
Chronology .

Compute the dates sculpted in some oracle bones and bronze vessels in the Shang and Zhou
dynasties as examples. Discuss the month’s law in the Shang dynasty including the first day and
length of the synodical month, the Jianzheng (method to set up the first month within one year) and
the intercalary methods and also the ranges of the Jianzheng in the Western Zhou dynasty. Analyze
the Jinwen Lipu (the date series consist of the timed bronzes data) which given by the Xia-Shang-
Zhou Chronology Project.

The Shoushi calendar is the most famous one in Chinese history. By the method of this

calendar, the appendix gives some researches on the chronology.
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