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Editors’ Preface

Editors’ Preface

Professor Liu Zhaoji, the psychologist, educator and founder
of aesthetic education, passed away at his eighty on November 6th,
2001. we are reminded of his erudition, his creativity, his humility
and his kindness of spirit.

Mr. Liu Zhaoji was steeped.in many fields, ranging from psy-
chology of aesthetic education, psychology of literature and art,
psychology of teachers to history of Chinese psychology. He was
also the founder of Psychology of Aesthetic Education, a new
branch of psychology acknowledged only two decades ago, which,
as The Plan Of The Celebration For Pro. Liu Zhaoji’s Ninth Birth-
day put it, “has a great impact on the development of psychology”
and Mr, Liu’s academic researches “make particular contribution to
psychology in both china and abroad. ” The series of his works, es-
pecially SELECTIONS FROM LIU ZHAOJI ON PSYCHOLOGY
OF AESTHETIC EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY OF LIT-
ERATURE AND ART, are based on a careful selection of his aca-
demic achievements of years and enable him to play a unique role in
worldwide academic circles,

We still remember the day in April, 1993, the eightieth birth-
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day of Professor Liu Zhaoji, his graduates sent him a horizontal in-
scribed board saying “Erudition” to show their respect and profound
understanding of what Mr. Liu taught them and how he influenced
them. This word, indeed, best describes his entire life.

Mr. Liu not only succeeded in academic researches but bent
himself to learning, social activities, management, social communi-
cations and so forth. When the Anti — Japanese War broke out,
Nankai University, in which he was studying at the time, and Pe-
king University and Qinhua University had to be merged into one
and relocated in Changsha. And it proceeded to move to Kunming
because of the impending of the war. On the way to Kunming, a-
bout 1 750 kilometers from Changsha, Mr. collected over 2 000
folk songs with the help of his teacher, Mr. Wen Yiduo, and pub-
lished Southwest Folk Songs. While studying in Associated Univer-
sity of Southwest, he was taught literature by Wen Yiduo and Zu
Ziqing and sponsored South Lake Poets’ Club. He devoted his en-
tire life to teaching and had students everywhere. He was also a
versatile writer of insight, writing a great number of poems, es-
says, novels, dramas and memories. All his works are rich in both
content and style of writing and are of great value, representing the
different times in which he lived and expressing vividly his life time
of frustrations and richness. What we can learn from Mr. Liu is his
great learning, his passionate patriotism, his noble character and
his innovative initiative.

Backed by the leaders of Southwest China Normal University

and sponsored by its School of Education, Department of Psychol-



