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After the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, the

state government has ever been concerned with the construcni
and development of the birthplace of Confucius,
state leaders had  come to Qufu to make
instructions, Jiang Zemin, the present General
CPC Central Commattee, and Li Peng, the pr
they came to Qufu for mspections, they respec :
of encouragement to the effect of “Constructing  the {amous
historical city and prospering Qufu's economy™, and “Draw from
Confucian thinkings and promoting the excellent Chinese cul-
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Shouldering the tasks of the times, the diligent and imtelliger
Qufu people are making efforts along a road of “strengthe
agriculture  and  stressing  ndustry,  achivating  commerce
promoting tourism, prospering
developing both the city and the countevside”
and exploiting the historical and cultural resources 5
the city i making encouraging progress i economy and social
undertakings

Quiu, a brilliant star of ancient  culture and modern
civilization, is vigorously striding forward to o more i

fu with =cience and educa

while protec

future.
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64 The Light of Holyland




= .

o HE ¢ M H
S HEEIKE

B HmRIRESK
3 HBNR




HERESLRI082E2 A A At EAN B
B aEZz— REAXUNERE, RE50008F
B B REHRELE. PR2E BRKEE, G
&4, EXREEMH T EEET - ALHRE FRE
FHILF.EF MO FROAZ A BAXHHTE
AR, MR AR FLUE. FLRT JFL AR SR
HEEE—MESXHRPRME FE PRE. R,
B, G EEHE 1080 E T A RTESXNRF
P, 1904 7L, FLFF. FLHHER S BHA X A4
BN (EHBRXUSERBEEER) SRt EREF
ERXMAME. CHAPHEERK M.




As one of the 24 historical cities promulgated by the
State Council in February 1982, the 5000 year old Qufu
is the birthplace of Oriental culture. It had been the city of
Shennong, legendary king of agriculture, the citadel of
Shaohao, the'state city of the Shang Period, and the capital
of Lu State during the Zhou Dynasty. This place had given
birth to Huangdi, “the father of civilization”, Confucius,
Mencius, Yan Hui, and Zisi. With some 340 cultural - scenic
spots, it is famous for abundant cultural relics, Now
Confucius Temple, Kong's Mansion and Kong's Forest have
been listed as the first lot of important cultural units under
State prortection, while other places, 108 of them, including
Shougiu, Shaohao’s Tomb, Nishan Hill, Duke Zhougong's
Temple, Yan Hui's Temple and the Tomb of Mencius's
Mother, have been listed as important cultural units under
provincial and city’s protection. In 1994, Confucius Temple,
Kong's Mansion and kong's Forest entered the UNESCO’s
Records of the World's Cultural and Natural Heritages. Now
Qufu is attractiong tourists from home and abroad as a
sizable provinecial[grade tourism and developing zone.
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Qufu is o centre of oncient Chinese
culture, In recent years histerical relics
belonging to Dowenkou Culture and Long
shen Culture [the Mew Stone Age] have
been unearthed in the realm of Quiu along
the Sishui River and the Yishui River,
demaonstrating  that the ancients of the
Chinese people had lived and worked here
and crected fairly advanced civilization.

Historical records have it that most
legendary kings had left traces in this
Revords

~and his name is

place. According te F

by Sima Qian, "Huang
Xuanyuan”; “Huangdi is born in Shougiu,
which is named the Hill of Xuanyuan';
“Shougiu lies to the north of the eastern
gote of Lu's copital where there is a hi
called the Hill of Xuanyuan, after which the
)

King was nomed.” As An Or
xplanation to the Historical Re

irids
has it, "Huangdi entered the thrane ot
Qiongsang, ond ofterward removed to
Qufu.” Mistury books alse have it that
“Yondi rose from Chenying and stationed
at Qufu as his copital cty”, and “Shoohao
entered the fthrone at Qiengsang and
removed to Qufu which he made os the
capital”; again, “King Shun hod made
utensils at Shougiv.”

Huangdi's Birthplace

Shougiv

4 kilometers to the nartheast of Gufu City, there is o rise named She

be the &
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Shachao’s Tomb

Tomb lies 4 kilom 1o the nartrecst of Qufu City. The tomb i bui
rise near | ~ Village, serraunded by ald cyp trees
Shaol 16 one of the five eorliest Chi

shrane for B4 years ang was burres at

d

The Tomb cceupies an welled area of

rooms end some 20 stone steles af the Ming and Qing Dynosties. A 5

[ the main The tablet aver

t is inscribed with  Shos

gate there ore five temple rooms far wo . a wooden

raklet is enshrined with the tion to the eff 7 the shring

¢ @ herizontal tablet, w about

reads Jin De ¥i ¥iong”,

peoceful luck | writlen by f the

aror Qianlong of the Qing Dyn

emple is the ~Ten-thousond-stane Hill”, the mark of the birthploce of ©

th an area of 1,124 sguare meters, heignt Zam, behind the

rane Hill, is colled the Yunyang hill, *he legendaory bury pl
il Records. The place wes promulgated o

turel refics under Shondong Provincial protection in 1977
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Duke Zhougong's Temple

Duke Zhougeng's Temple stancs en a rise of earth obeut half o mile to the nartheast

g

of Quiv City. Duke Zhougong is the fitle of )i Dan, wha is the feurth son of Ki
Wenwang of the Inou Dynasty. Because Duke Thougong had heen gronted “the First of

Soges , the temple is alsa colled the Temple of the First Sag
ane repoirs

The Temple was first built in 1008 in the Song Dynasty, and had under

ond enlorgements six times through the Seng, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties before

having the proesent look. The present structure eccupies 7 acres, with 57 rooms, three
successive courtyards, dotted by different kinds of old trees, including Chinese junipers,
cypresses, izl Aunvnsis and Cl

The horizental tablet over fhe main gote is inscribed with “the Gote of the ling
Srar’.
Tling Tian Wei D7, mea

ese Schalorirees,

ide the gate are two stor steways, ihe one on the eost side is inseribed with

o governing all the world”, while the cne on the west side i

inscribed with “Zhi Li Zue Yue', meaning instituting rites and music”,which are wards of

proise te Duke
The central building cf Duke Zhougong's Temple is the Hall of the First Sage.

haugeng

Enshrined in the holl is Thougang's statue, end fhe horizontal tablet over the statue is

inscribed with the words “Ming De Qin Shi”, mecning “knowing the virtues and diligent in
opplying them .
The temple was promulgated as ene of the first lot of important cultural relics under

Shandang Provinciol protection is 1977
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Confucius (551 B.C.-479 B.C.), known in Chinese os Kong Giiv, styled himself as Zhongni, was a native
of the Tawn of Zow, Lu State, during the Spring-and-autumn Period. His ancestors had been oristocrats of
the State of Song. The sixth generation of aristoracy, Kong Fujio, was killed by some official of Song, and
the family tock refuge in the State of Lu where they lost aristocrocy ond down-groded to Shi, a social
stratum between senior official and the common people. Shwllang He, five genertions downward, married
Yan Zhengzai, who gove birth to Confucius at the Town of Zou, Changping, Lu State. Therefore Confucius
was colled o Man of Lu, Shuliong He died when Confucius was 3 years old, and Yan Zhengzai took her son
to live ot Queli inside the capital of Lu. Living in the capital and having an interest in leaming, Canfucius
became a learned man. He married Qiguon from the Sang State ot the age of 19, and hod o sen Keng Li
@ year later. Not lang ofter thal, he worked for o high official o3 o head shepherd, on accountant, and
then opened o school. At the oge of 36, when Duke Zhoogong of Lu wos custed, Confucius went to the
State of @i, ond come back o yeor ofter. When he was 50, he was put in the charge of the copital city,
then got promoted to the office of minister for eonstruction, and later to judicial minister, At the time of the
meeting at liagu by Duke Dinggong of Lu with the Duke of the Qi State, he spoke in the pasition of prime
minister. When he was 58 years old, he begon to fravel ameng different states. After o vagront life of 14
years, he come bock to v and dedicated himself fo education and the ediling of oncient works. He died
at Qufu ol the age of 73. Having experienced and pondered on the great turmoil of the
Spring-ond-outumn Period, Confucis formed o system of thinking and political strategies. He accumulated
o rich body of experience in educotion. MHe become o famous thinker, educator and statesman.
Confucionism o: ereated by this mon became one of the mojor ocodemic schools os eorly os in the

Spring-and-autumn Period, During the feudal times in later dynasties, kings and emp and

wsed his thoughts, ond Confucionism become more ond more importont for the society. Confucivs wos
gronted big names after big names, ill at last he wos colled “the King ond Epitomizer of Culture, the
Greatest Soge’, ond Confucionism become the orthodosx thinking of the feudal fimes, exerting great

influnce on Ching for mare than 2,000 years. 11
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Nishan Hill—the Birthplace of Confucius

Mishan Hill lies 30 kilometers scutheast of Quiu Ciry, height 344.4m, fameus for being the
birthploce of fhe great soge. A train of scenic spofs are found here, namely, Wulaa Peak,
luyven Willage, ¥unling Cave (the Ceve of Maternal Spiritl, Guanchuen Povillian (Pavilien
Owerlacking the River|Zhongne Valley, Wende Farest, Baiyun Cave (the Cave of wWhite
Clauds), Confucius Temple, the Loke of Soge Waters
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cave. (photo by Hou Xinjian
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Kong's Forest

Alse knawn as the Manastery of the Greotest Sege, it s the
bury grounds for Confucive and his descendonts, At Frst il had been
ne larger fhon some ten acres, but it had been expended during
later times, especiclly the Ming and the Qing Dynosties, to on area
of 500 acres. In gver 2,400 years after Confucius was buried here,
his descendants have ever ysed this ground far theis bury plage, MNow
over 100,000 rombs are found in the ferest, with mere than 4,000
stone steles and some 100,000 rrees of different kinds. Ir is the
largest, aldest and best preserved monestery for o single family.

The Forest is enclosed by o wall, with twe gates in it and ane
goteway in front. Inside the gates is & path leading from sauth fo the
nerth, possing Zhushui Rridge, the Memorial Hall and the Secrificing
Hail, and Confurius’s tomb lies ot the further end of the path,a faw
paces away ta the west. To its eost is his sen Kong LS tamb, end to
#5osewth is kis grandson Keeg Iis tomb, ollayed in o situation of
“leading the san by te amm ond hoiding the grondsen to the baswm

Confucivs's tamb is ohout 30 meters in di

eter ond 5 meters high
There are twe stone steles in frant of the tomb. The back stele with
the inscription of “Xuon Sheng Tamb” wes erected in the year 1244,
while the front stele was erecled in the year 1443 in the Ming
Dynasty, The inscription of the later are  written by Huoang
fangzheng, reading “the King ond Epitemizer of Culture, the
Grearest Sage’,




Ming Dvng

= T (% F 4 Yy
Zhushui Bridge

3. ALFE (B 1

Confucius’s










