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Preface

This book is the result of our long deliberation on the mod-
ern social security system which we have witnessed, joined in
and explored. Upon the manuscripts’ being printed, however,
we grow uneasy. The social security system of China and foreign
countries remains uncertain and keeps developing both in theory
and practice. It is just because of this uncertainty and constant
development that has brought about heated discussions in the a-
cademic circle. The books in the field entitled something like A
General Survey is rare prior to this work. It's not so much that
others haven’t the idea as that we fear being laughed at due to
our incapability and our worry about the inconsistency between
the title and the contents.

Besides, we are afraid that people would think we mean to
be different by our selection of each chapter’s title. The pub-
lished authors of social security system name their chapters “in-
surance”, concerning old age, unemployment, medical care, in-
juries, child bearing. Instead of following that old fashion, we
use the word “security”.

It is not that the literal meanings of those two words are dif-
ferent nor that the chapter titles have to correspond with the
book title, but that we believe that “insurance” and “security”
can’t be equalized and interchanged despite the fact that the in-

tensions and extensions of the two words are communicating.
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In terms of the contents of this book, the authors intend to
stand as forerunners of the theory and practice of social security
system, assimilating other’s opinions, exhaling the old and in-
haling the new. In addition, the authors have tried to observe
the following principles: adhering to the combination of reasons
and emotions, starting from practice and going into practice and,
explaining the profound in simple terms; giving equal priority to
domestic and overseas situations, basing the work on Chinese
circumstances while embracing foreign ideas; putting equal em-
phasis on tradition and originality, respecting history, looking
reality in the face and, challenging the future; giving equal con-
sideration to both qualitative and quantitive studies, introducing
readers both theories and key empirical analyses, trying to be
sound reasonable and substantial as well.

We have tried conforming to those principles through the
book. Nevertheless, it may be our exaggeration and, this possi-
ble exaggeration makes us more agitated.

This book is a result of collective wisdom and efforts. The
authors of this book contribute little if compared with our col-
leagues and friends who have given us unfailing support. It was
their devotion and industry that spared us to compose this book.
We wouldn’t have been so strong willed and courageous without
their encouragement. If the book is a success, we owe it to
them. We are also in debt to the authors listed in the bibliogra-
phy and the authors we forget to mention in our references.
Their works lay a good foundation for our book in enriching the
contents of it and broadening our horizon. It is really our regret
that we know only a few of them.

One more thing worth mentioning is that all the ideas pre-

« 9



sented in the book are ideas of our own. We, the authors, not
our working units, are responsible for them. Criticism from
readers will be most appreciated. Your suggestions will inspire

us to greater efforts.

Editors
February, 2004.
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